
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The encounter of peo-

ples and civilizations of-

ten results in a rebirth. 

Civilizations that meet 

often generate situations 

of shock, violence or 

change through assimila-

tion, borrowing, recy-

cling or cultural creo-

lization.  See the full CFP 

on the listserv! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

By February 28, 2014: 

Panel organizers an-

nounce panel topics on 

listserv. 

By March 15, 2014: Pa-

per proposals submitted 

to panel chair/

organizers. 

By April 20, 2014: Submission of papers to Barba-

ra Hoffman (b.hoffman@csuohio.edu) by West 

African colleagues residing in West Africa who 

wish to compete for funding to attend the confer-

ence.  

April 20, 2014: Deadline for submission to Kassim 

Kone (kassim.kone@cortland.edu) of unattached 

paper titles & abstracts (i.e., papers not already 

part of a panel)  

By April 30, 2014: MANSA Membership, Confer-

ence Registration payments must be received. 

African colleagues living in Africa exempted.  Further 

instructions regarding payment of conference 

registration will be sent out via the listserv. 

 

May 15, 2014: Board/Jury members’ evaluation 

and ranking of West African colleagues’ papers to 

be returned to Barbara Hoffman. 

May 20, 2014: Barbara Hoffman informs our Afri-

can colleagues selected for funding for their par-

ticipation in the conference. 
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NINTH INTERNATIONAL MANSA CONFERENCE 
June 18-22, 2014  - BURKINA FASO 

(OUGADOUGOU and BOBO DIOULASSO) 
Theme:  The Mande World and Globalization 

Editors/La 

Redaction: 

Kassim Koné, Président 

Barbara Hoffman, 

mailto:b.hoffman@csuohio.edu
mailto:kassim.kone@cortland.edu


Appel  à  

Communication  

La rencontre des 

peuples et des civilisa-

tions s’est souvent dé-

roulée à travers des 

« matins de gésine ». 

Les cultures qui se ren-

contrent produisent des 

situations souvent de 

chocs, de violences ou 

de brassage à travers des 

situations d’assimilation, 

d’emprunts, de recy-

clage ou de créolisation 

culturelle. Voir le reste de 

l’appel sur notre listserv! 

 

 

Dates importantes 
et procédures 

 

Janvier 2014: Premier 
appel à propositions de 
communications et de 
sessions. 

 

28 février 2014: Les 
président(e)s des ses-
sions envoient par 
courriel à la liste géné-
rale des membres un 
avis sur leur session en 
invitant des soumis-
sions de communica-
tions sur des axes basés 
sur le thème et abrégés 
(les avis antérieurs à 
cette date sont les bien-
venus) 

 

15 mars 2014: Sou-
mission des proposi-
tions de communica-
tion aux président(e)s 
des sessions. 

 

 

20 avril 2014: Sou-
mission des articles à 
Barbara Hoffman par 
nos collègues résidant 
en Afrique de l'Ouest 
qui souhaitent concou-
rir pour des fonds pour 
assister à la conférence. 
(Cela signifie que Bar-
bara Hoffman doit re-
cevoir les documents à 
cette date.) 

 

20 avril 2014: Date 
limite de soumission à 
Kassim Kone des com-
munications et abrégés 
des communications 
qui ne sont pas affiliées 
aux sessions annon-
cées. 

 

NEUVIÈME CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE DE L’ASSOCIATION DES ÉTUDES MANDÉ  

DU 18 AU 22 JUIN 2014  Á OUAGADOUGOU  ET BOBO DIOULASSO 

THÈME: LE MONDE MANDE ET LA MONDIALISATION: 
DÉFIS ET PERSPECTIVES 
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30 avril 2014: Adhé-
sion au MANSA, ins-
cription à la confé-
rence et versement des 
frais. Collègues afri-
cains vivants en 
Afrique exemptés. Pré-
cisions à suivre sur le 
listserv. 

 

15 mai 2014: Classe-
ment des documents 
des collègues de 
l’Afrique de l'Ouest 
après évaluation par le 
Conseil Consultatif / 
les membres du jury et 
renvoi à Barbara Hoff-
man. 

 

20 mai 2014: Barbara 
Hoffman informe nos 
collègues africains sé-
lectionnés du finance-
ment de leur participa-
tion au congrès. 

 

Soumissions  

électroniques à:  

b.hoffman@csuohio.edu  

kassim.kone@cortland.edu 



In November of this year, 

Kassim Kone’s term as 

President of MANSA will 

come to an end. He will 

step down, and Barbara 

Hoffman, currently Presi-

dent-Elect, will step up 

for a 3-year term as Presi-

dent. 

Our bylaws mandate that 

we elect a dues-paying 

member in good standing 

who will serve as Presi-

dent-Elect for a three-

year term, followed by 

another 3-year term as 

President. This is a new 

system for MANSA that 

was designed to guarantee 

continuity and stability for 

our small, all-volunteer 

organization. Since we do 

not have a permanent of-

fice nor staff, our Officers 

are the guardians of the 

association. The President

-Elect works closely with 

the President and Secre-

tary-Treasurer. 

We will hold an internet-

based election in October 

of this year. Be sure to 

update your email address 

on the website so you can 

vote! 

 

 

for our next interna-
tional conference in 
June 2014, we need to 
build up our coffers.  
 
Remember, we don’t 
have any paid staff in this 
organization: everything 
is done on a volunteer 
basis by the officers and 
generous members who 
help out with a variety 
of tasks, so all the funds 
you contribute through 
your sponsorship go to 
defray the costs of run-
ning the Association, 
hosting the website do-
main, publishing the 
journal, holding confer-
ences outside the 

U.S.A., and sponsoring 
African scholars to at-
tend them. 
 
For those of you who 
have not paid your dues 
for 2013,and 2014 
please do so ASAP.  
 
Also, if you are a spon-
sored member and 
can afford to pay $40 for 
a regular membership, 
or $15 for a student 
membership (for those 
of you working on a de-
gree), please consider 
moving from the 
sponsored to the 
regular membership 
category. 

We currently have 122 
(76%) members who 
are sponsored col-
leagues and 17 (11%) 
sponsored institutions.  
 
Only 26 of our mem-
bers (16%) have paid 
dues at the sponsor level 
this year— a slight im-
provement over last 
year, but still not a sus-
tainable situation.  
There are not enough spon-
sors to cover even student-
level memberships for all 
our sponsored members! 
 
Please consider be-
coming a sponsor for 
next year. As we prepare 

Time to Vote for 

the next 

President-Elect 
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U p co m ing Elect io n of  the  MA N SA  Pr es id ent- Elect  

We need Sponsors 

to help send Afri-

can scholars to 

the next MANSA  

International  

Conference  

Mem ber ship  and  D ues : MA NSA NE ED S YO U  



Nous avons actuelle-

ment 122 (76%) des 

membres qui sont des 

collègues sponsorisés et 

17 (11%) des institu-

tions sponsorisées. 

Seulement 26 de nos 

membres au niveau 

sponsor (16%) ont 

payé leurs cotisa-

tions cette année, 

une amélioration légère 

sur l’année passée. 

Cette situation n’est pas 

durable. Le compte du 

MANSA ne détient même 

pas l'équivalent  des fonds 

correspondants à la cotisa-

tion de l'ensemble de nos 

membres au niveau étu-

diant. 

 Nous vous 

prions d’envisager de 

devenir un sponsor 

pour l'année prochaine. 

Alors que nous prépa-

rons notre prochaine 

conférence internatio-

nale en 2014, nous de-

vons renforcer nos 

moyens financiers. Rap-

pelez-vous que nous 

n'avons pas de person-

nel rémunéré dans cette 

organisation: tout est 

fait sur une base volon-

taire par les officiels et 

les généreux membres 

qui nous aident à ac-

complir une variété de 

tâches, de sorte que 

tous les fonds vous al-

louez contribuent à dé-

frayer les coûts de fonc-

tionnement de l'Association, les 

frais  pour le domaine du site Web, la 

publication du journal, la tenue des 

conférences à l'extérieur des États-

Unis, et le sponsor des collègues cher-

cheurs résidents en Afrique à y parti-

ciper a ces conférences. 

 Pour ceux d'entre vous qui 

n'avez pas payé vos cotisations pour 

2013-2014, nous vous prions de le 

faire dès que possible.  

 Aussi, si vous êtes un 

membre sponsorisé et avez les 

moyens de payer $40  pour une cotisa-

tion régulière ou $15 pour une cotisa-

tion d’étudiant (pour ceux d'entre 

vous qui travaillez sur un diplôme), 

nous vous prions d’envisager de passer 

du statut de membre sponsorisé à ce-

lui de membre régulier en envoyant 

votre cotisation par Paypal sur notre 

site web, www.mandestudies.org/join 

Adhésion  et  Cotis at ions  –  PÉNURIE DE SPONSORS  
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hope that they will con-

tinue to increase in num-

bers.  

The potential rewards are 

staggering, given what 

archaeological projects 

have already taught us. 

The need is acute, given 

the profound nature of 

Mali’s cultural heritage 

and the threats to its 

preservation.  

Things changed dramati-

cally over the last centu-

ry—moving from coloni-

alist-sanctioned treasure 

hunting to sophisticated 

and forward looking pro-

fessional projects. And 

MANSA has been very 

involved, with many ar-

chaeologists numbered 

among its members and 

many participating in 

MANSA panels and con-

ferences. In the first years 

of the 20th century the 

French lieutenant Louis 

Desplagnes carried out 

amateur excavations at 

two important tumuli in 

the Middle Niger Lakes 

District. At the famous 

Koï Gourrey (Killi) tu-

mulus he found many 

wonderful objects, in-

cluding three lovely little 

copper alloy sculptures—

a long-beaked bird, a liz-

ard, and a crocodile. Un-

fortunately his excava-

tion did not employ the 

careful techniques used 

today, so dates did not 

materialize and the site 

itself deteriorated at the 

expense of further re-

search. What were those 

figures for? Were they 

amulets or divination 

pieces? Were they insig-

nia of leadership or pres-

tige? Were they common 

to other sites in the area? 

There are hundreds of 

important questions that 

Killi now cannot answer, 

but that today well-

practiced and legally 

sanctioned archaeology 

can effectively address, 

and there are an almost 

endless number of other 

sites waiting for investi-

gation. 

We know that tumuli and 

tells are stunningly abun-

dant throughout the Mid-

dle Niger (at least 1,000 

sites) and across Mali’s 

Sahel and savannah, all 

in need of survey and ex-

cavation. Now too the 

ranks of archaeologists 

working in Mali are 

growing at a significant 

rate. It is impressive and 

important to note that 

Mali’s first elected presi-

dent after the 1991 coup 

was a trained archaeolo-

gist and historian (and 

MANSA member), Al-

pha Oumar Konaré. As 

head of the historic and 

ethnographic heritage 

division of the Ministry 

of Culture, Dr. and future 

President Konaré accom-

panied the graduate stu-

dents Susan and Roderick 

McIntosh to Jenne-Jeno 

for their first excavations 

in 1977.  Not long there-

after, the McIntoshes 

welcomed Téréba Togola 

to Rice University, where 

he received his archaeol-

ogy Ph.D. and went on to 

become Mali’s Director 

of Cultural Patrimony 

(Directeur du Patrimoine 

Culturel), and also to be-

come very well known 

for his work on Iron Age 

Mema. Meanwhile, from 

the mid 1960s to the 

1970s Dutch scholars 

from the University of 

Utrecht collaborated with 

Mali to carry out research 

in the Tellem caves of the 

Bandiagara Escarpment, 

with wonderful results.  

Around the same time 

Samuel Sidibé received 

degrees in art history, 

African studies, and ar-

chaeology, and now has 

spent a quarter century as 

Director of Mali’s out-

standing Musée National.  

 

From this professional 

kernel of dedicated schol-

ars the ranks of archaeol-

ogists have grown in Ma-

li, Europe, and America, 

with the result that far 

more excavations and 

surveys can today be car-

ried out than ever before.  

Guest Editorial: In Support of Malian Archaeology  
by  P atric k  M cN aughto n 
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I wrote this to present 

on a panel at the 2011 

African Studies Asso-

ciation Meeting, but in 

many ways it seems 

even more pertinent 

today, as Mali emerg-

es from recent trou-

bled times.  More than 

ever it is important to 

stand behind efforts to 

learn as much as pos-

sible about a nation 

and collection of cul-

tures that have contrib-

uted so much to world 

history. And archaeol-

ogy must be a major 

instrument in this ef-

fort.  Over MANSA’s 

past 25 years, we have 

seen a substantial rise 

in Malian archaeology, 

and our organization 

should proclaim strong 

support for all legiti-

mate and government 

sanctioned survey and 

excavation projects in 

the country, with the  



Malian visual artist and 
author Alpha Yaya Diar-
ra (b. vers 1938) passed 
away in October 2013. 
He is survived by his 
wife Oumou, his son 
Abradamane, and fami-

ly. Allah ka nɔgɔya kɛ! 

Saya yɛrɛ bɛ sa don dɔ la. 

K’a fara jɔn kunnandiw 

kan! Ka so kolo suma a kɔ! 

 

Born in Kayes, Diarra stud-
ied at the Maison des Arti-
sans Soudanais in Bamako in 
the early 1950s. He was a 
member of the Académie 
Africaine des Arts Plas-
tiques, a colonial artists’ 
association for West Afri-
cans and colonial adminis-
trator started by attorney 
Raoul Cosson in 1950. Ha-
ving traveled through Sene-

gal, Mali, Guinea, and Côte 
d’Ivoire during the mid- to 
late-1950s, Diarra compiled 
his recollections in a manus-
cript he titled Arts Fra Den le 
Soudan (“Arts of Black-
Skinned People from the 
Soudan”). An exquisite 
work of art, Arts Fra Den 
contains essays on African 
cultural history handwritten 
in French and over sixty 
gouache and watercolor 
paintings. Always sketching, 
painting, and writing, Diar-
ra later worked as a 
bookbinder and illustrator 
for Amadou Hampaté Bâ at 
the Institut Français 
d’Afrique Noire (IFAN) in 
Senegal and Mali. He served 
as a camp coordinator for 
the youth league of the US-
RDA during the early 
1960s. From 1968 until his 
retirement in the late 1980s, 

Diarra was an instructor and 
head of the artisanal section 
at the Institut National des 
Arts.  

The impression Diarra has 
left in the history of art from 
Mali is deep. In collabora-
tion with the Diarra family, 
Souleymane Ouologuem, 
and Igo Diarra (no relation), 
I am planning a retrospec-
tive exhibition of his paint-
ings and works on paper to 
celebrate Diarra’s creativity 

and mɔgɔya. The exhibition 
is planned for mid-2014 at 
Galerie Medina in Bamako 
and will be accompanied by 
a small, monographic publi-
cation.—Paul R. Davis  

In  Me mor ia m 
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C’est avec une grande tristesse que nous avons appris le 

décès le 10 decembre du Professeur Youssouf Tata Cis-

sé, chercheur, historien, spécialiste de la tradition orale. 

Avec sa mort, c’est un baobab géant du monde Mande 

qui s’écroule. Allah ka hinè a la. 

 

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing on 

December 10 of Professor Youssouf Tata Cissé , re-

searcher, historian, specialist in oral tradition. With his 

death, it is a giant baobab tree of  Mande world that has 

fallen. Allah ka hinè a la. –Kassim Koné 

Youssouf Tata Cisse in Segou, 2006. 

Photo by http://

www.thisfabtrek.com 

 

Alpha Yaya Diarra by Paul 
R. Davis, 2009 



ATTENDEES 

Laura Arnston 
Lief Brottem 
Ben Cross 
Rosa De Jorio 
Sten Hamberg 
Barbara Hoffman 
Nicholas Hopkins 
Devon Galaszweski 
Janet Goldner 
Kassim Kone 
Barbara Lewis 
Julie Moore 
Bill Moseley 
Assan Sarr 
Michael Simsik 
Ryan Skinner 
Jeanne Toungara 
Bruce Whitehouse 
Don Wright 

1.  Kassim welcomed mem-
bers to the annual MANSA 
business meeting and 
thanked members who have 
helped to alleviate the ef-
fects of the conflict in Mali 
through their writing and 
other contributions.  The 
group observed a moment 
of silence in memory of 
victims of the conflict in 
Mali. 

 

2.  Kassim recognized that 
former secretary-treasurer 
Laura Arnston was in at-
tendance and noted that the 
acting secretary-treasurer, 
Dianna Bell, could not at-
tend.  Kassim announced 
that dues could be paid at 
the meeting and that he and 
Barbara had access to the 

membership database at the 
meeting and could easily 
look up the standing of 
members after the meeting. 

 

3.  MANSA has previously 
held meetings rotating be-
tween Africa and Europe.  
Traditionally Europeans 
would propose a location in 
Europe and worked to get 
funding for the conference 
at the chosen European 
venue.  In 2011 MANSA 
had scheduled a conference 
in Burkina Faso but the mu-
tiny prevented it from tak-
ing place and the meeting 
was moved to Bamako in-
stead.  At the time of the 
2011 meeting no European 
members volunteered to 
host the next meeting.  
Many in Burkina Faso were 
disappointed that the con-
ference wasn’t held in Oua-
gadougou in 2011.  Kassim 
relayed MANSA’s intention 
to hold the next Mande 
Studies conference from 
June 18-22 2014 in Ouaga-
dougou. 

 

4.  Barbara reported on 
behalf of the secretary-
treasurer that MANSA has 
$7,787.50 in its bank ac-
count.  We have a lot of 
members who are not cur-
rent on their dues and Bar-
bara encouraged members 
to meet with her after the 
meeting to check their sta-

tus on dues.  Barbara explained 
that MANSA is in the process of 
making major changes to the way 
memberships are recorded and 
paid, making it possible for mem-
bers to update their own infor-
mation and pay online.  Everyone 
will need to go into the new site 
and sign up, even if they have al-
ready paid dues.   

 

5.  The MANSA website has been 
moved from a SUNY-Cortland 
domain to an inexpensive com-
mercial (Acorn) hosting site.  Bar-
bara asked that someone in the 
group become a webtigi, who 
would work to maintain the site 
and update information about 
conferences and officers.  Barbara 
suggested that MANSA might also 
add a blog component to the web-
site.  

 

6.  Barbara reported on behalf of 
Peter Mark, the managing editor 
of Mande Studies.  Mark wrote, 
“The current status of Mande Stud-
ies is a situation characterized by 
insufficient manuscript submis-
sions.”  The last issue of Mande 
Studies came out in December 
2012.  Over the subsequent eight 
months Mark received only one 
manuscript of sufficient quality to 
send out for independent review.  
If the journal is ever to be includ-
ed in JSTOR or other search data-
bases it needs to get up to more 
than one submission a year.  Mark 
is proposing MANSA issue 
calls for papers on two special 

M inu tes  o f  the  Annu al  Bus iness  M eet ing 

PAGE 7 

ISSUE 70 



themes.  First, an issue on Mande 
textiles and historical perspectives.  
Second, an issue on archaeology.  He 
is in touch with MANSA members 
who could potentially edit these is-
sues.  Write to Peter Mark if you 
have an idea for a special issue.  
Please provide a list of potential con-
tributors along with the topic pro-
posal.  Mark would also like to see an 
issue on pre-colonial art and ritual 
with a timeframe through 1900.  And 
another issue on free and unfree la-
bor; articles could include studies on 
unfree Mande people in the Atlantic 
world.  In response to audience dis-
cussion, Barbara said MANSA should 
ideally aim to publish the journal at 
least once every year after catching 
up. 

7.  Electronic and print version of 
the proceedings of the MANSA 8th 
International Conference in Bama-
ko were supposed to be published, 
but the funding and personnel to 
carry out such a project were im-
possible after the coup d’état.  Bar-
bara and Kassim met with Ismaila 
Samba  Traore of Editions La Sa-
helienne in Bamako in August and 
arranged a formal contract and 
pledge that the publication will be 
done by the end of the year.  

 

8.  Kassim reminded attendees that 
he sent out a message to the 
MANSA list serv several weeks 
ago asking members to update him 
on new publications, jobs, and 
other relevant announcements.  
He and Barbara are continuing to 
work on the newsletter, which 
should be out soon.   

 

9.  Kassim  noted that the term of 
the current Advisory Board mem-
bers has expired and that it is time 
to elect a new Board. He pro-
posed the following list of mem-
bers for the new advisory board, 
which was unanimously ap-
proved by the membership: 

 Alain Sissao 

 William Mosely 

 Bruce Whitehouse 

 Don Wright 

 Fatoumata Keïta 

 Sten Hanberg 

 

10.  Kassim will step down as 
MANSA president next year, at 
which point Barbara will step up 
from president-elect to president 
for a three-year term.  In the ear-
ly fall of 2014 MANSA will need 
to elect a new president-elect 
who will become the president in 
2017.    

 

11. Kassim and Barbara asked 
members for any announce-
ments, new business, or top-
ics for the next conference.  
No one came forward. 

 

12.  Kassim and Barbara thanked 
attendees and adjourned the meet-
ing.   

 

                      

M inu tes  o f  the  Annu al  Bus iness  M eet ing , co n ’t .  
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Peter Mark, Managing 
Editor, is issuing a Call 
for Papers for two is-
sues:  

 

1. An issue centered on 
pre-colonial art and rit-
ual in the Mande world 
up to about 1900. 

 

2. An issue focused on 
the theme of “free and 
unfree labor in the Man-
de and Atlantic worlds.” 
Articles could also in-
clude studies of unfree 
Mande workers in the 
Atlantic world.  

  

About the journal:  

Mande Studies  is an in-

terdisciplinary journal 

that focuses on the hu-

manities and social sci-

ences.  We publish arti-

cles about the Mande 

peoples, their culture, 

and their interaction 

with their West African 

neighbors. We also wel-

come submissions on 

Mande interaction with 

Europeans . We are in-

ternational in outlook, 

and we are multilingual.   

            Mande Studies 

strongly encourages 

submissions by younger 

scholars.  Francophone 

scholars from West Afri-

ca, France, and Québec 

are encouraged to sub-

mit their manuscripts in 

French.  We also accept 

manuscripts written in 

Portuguese.     

  

   

Mande Studies  Jou r n al  Up date  & CFP 

P ublis hing  in  Mande  S tud ies  

fr   with a copy to Peter 

Mark, at 

pmark@wesleyan.edu . 

Manuscripts in English 

should be sent  to 

pmark@wesleyan.edu.  

 

General guidelines may 

be found at 

www.mandestudies.org. 

 

Manuscripts in French 

should be submitted to 

Ismaila Traoré, at sa-

helienneedition@yahoo.

Portuguese manuscripts 

should go to José da Sil-

va Horta: 

joses.horta@gmail.com.  

Our journal 

needs your 

articles 
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Les Editeurs de 

Mande Studies/ Etudes 
Mandingues cherchent 

des manuscrits en fran-
çais, traitant de l’his-
toire et de la culture du 
monde Mande. “Mande 
Studies” est une revue 
pluridisciplinaire dans 
laquelle nous publions 
les résultats de re-
cherches originales dans 
toutes les disciplines en 
sciences sociales, mais 
également en histoire 
de l’art et en littéra-
ture.   

 

Nous sommes particu-
lièrement intéressés par 
le travail de jeunes 
chercheurs français(es), 

africain(e)s, tout 
comme canadien(ne)s. 

 

Peter Mark,  

le rédacteur en chef, 

lance un appel à contri-

butions pour deux pub-

lications: 

 

1. Une publication cen-

trée sur l'art précoloni-

al et le rituel dans le 

monde Mandé 

jusqu'aux environ 1900. 

 

2. Une publication qui 

porte sur le thème de 

"travail libre et non-

libre dans le Mandé et 

les mondes atlan-

tiques." Les articles 

pourraient également 

inclure des études sur 

les travailleurs Mandé 

non libres dans le 

monde atlantique. 

 

  
  

tion@yahoo.fr,  avec 
une copie à Peter 
Mark, à 
pmark@wesleyan.edu. 

 

 

 

Pour les questions de 
format et de mise-en-
page, les auteurs sont 
priés de consulter 
www.mandestudies.org.  

Les manuscrits doivent 
être envoyés à Ismaïla 
Traoré à sahelienneedi-

Les manuscrits en por-
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PASCAL J. IMPERATO 
 
The QCC Art Gallery of 
the City University of 
New York will be open-
ing an exhibition, Victor 
Forestier Sow. A Pio-
neer Malian Paint-
er,  on January 31, 
2014.  The exhibition 
includes seventeen 
paintings created by Vic-
tor Forestier Sow in the 
late 1960s and the early 
1970s and collected in 
Bamako by Pascal James 
Imperato during that 
time.  
 
 The exhibition will be 
accompanied by an 84- 
page color catalogue il-
lustrating all of the 
paintings and containing 
three essays which will 
also be illustrated by a 
variety of photographs. 
There are three contrib-
utors to this vol-
ume.  Paul Ramey Davis 
is currently an Andrew 
W. Mellon Postdoctoral 
fellow in the Centre for 
the Creative Arts of Af-
rica at the University of 

Witwatersrand in South 
Africa. Dr. Davis re-
ceived his doctoral de-
gree from Indiana Uni-
versity and conducted 
his dissertation field 
work in Mali, focusing 
on contemporary Mali-
an painters of the period 
of the 1930s through the 
1980s.  His essay is ti-
tled, "A Short History 
of Painting in Bamako."  
 
Austin C. Imperato 
studied Classical art and 
Italian Renaissance art 
in Rome, Italy, and Brit-
ish painting and archi-
tecture in London.  He 
is a painter of abstract 
works and has a special 
interest in the arts 
of  Africa and Nepal. He 
received his MA degree 
from the Edmund A. 
Walsh School of Foreign 
Service at Georgetown 
University and is cur-
rently Assistant to the 
President of the univer-
sity for Research. The 
title of his essay is:  "At 
Home in the Faraway. A 

Reflection on the Work of Victor Forestier 
Sow."  Pascal James Imperato is Founding Dean 
and Distinguished Service Professor of the State 
University of New York, Downstate Medical 
Center, School of Public Health.  He is interna-
tionally respected for his studies of the Bamana, 
Dogon, and Peul peoples of Mali. The title of 
his essay is: "A Personal Remembrance of Vic-
tor Forestier Sow."  
 
AGNÈS KEDZIERSKA MANZON  
 
Agnès Kedzierska Manzon  is currently holding 
a teaching position (ATER) at the Université de 
Toulouse. She was invited to give the key-
speaker lecture at the exhibit Studio Malick at 
the Cornell Fine Arts Museum Rollins College, 
Winter Park, Florida on October 29th. Her lec-
ture title was: The Art of "Bigarrure": Mimetic Ex-
cess and De-familiarization in the Photographs of 
Malick Sidibé. 
 
JULIE MOORE 
 
Through the Cradle of Jazz Project, we are 
bringing Malian Songbird and kamalen ngoni 
player Kokanko Sata Doumbia to the US for the 
first time since 2008 when she appeared at the 
Lincoln Center.  She will be the guest musician 
at the Carolina Lowcountry and Atlantic World 
conference, and will play at the Congo Square 
Festival, as well as make university appearances, 
at Duke and UGA.  As her translator, we are 
bringing with her young Malian scholar and 
MANSA member Assigue Dolo.  

M emb er  Act iv i t ies  
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DIANNA BELL 

At the Fall 2012 MANSA business meeting,  Dianna Bell was unanimously elected Secretary-

Treasurer for a full term of three years.  

Since then, Dianna defended her dissertation, and has taken the position of Mellon Assistant Pro-

fessor in the Department of Religious Studies and Islamic Studies Program at Vanderbilt Univer-

sity. As always, she can be contacted via email: mansa_treas@yahoo.com 

 

DAVID CONRAD 

The touring schedule of the very successful play Sunjata Kamalenya, for which David serves as his-

torical consultant, has  expanded into the first quarter of 2014. For a list of venues and dates, see 

http://exptheater.org/home.html. See MANSA Kibaru 69 for full details. 

 

JOSÉ DA SILVA HORTA  
Associate Professor of History (with tenure) of the Faculty of Letters, Lisbon University (FLUL), 
since January 2013. He won first place among 22 candidates in December 2012.  José also be-
came Chair Visiting Professor at Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais (UFMG-Brazil), Chair of 
the IEAT (Transdisciplinary Advanced Studies Institute) (August 2013) 

M emb er  Act iv i t ies , Co n ’t .  
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Me mbe r  Pu bl icat ion s: Book s 

Austen, Ralph. 2010. Trans-Saharan Africa in World History.  N.Y:  Oxford University Press, 

2010.  

 

__________. 2012. Die Sahara - Tausend Jahre Austausch von Ideen und Ware (Berlin-Wilmersdorf : 

Verlag Klaus Wagenbach) German edition of the book above.  

 

Bellagamba, Alice , Sandra Greene and Martin Klein  (eds.). 2013. African Voices on Slavery and the 

Slave Trade. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

mailto:mansa_treas@yahoo.com
http://exptheater.org/home.html


Bellagamba, Alice, Sandra Greene and 

Martin Klein (eds.). 2013. Bitter Legacy: 

African Slavery Past and Present (Princeton: 

Markus Wiener) 

 

Curtis, Marie Yvonne. 2013. A La Rencontre 

des Nalu : Arts de la côte de Guinée. Harmat-

tan. ISBN : 978-2-343-00338-2 • sep-

tembre 2013 • 176 pages 

 

Diarra, Tieman. 2012. Paludisme, Cultures, et 

Communautés: Le cri du hibou. Paris : l’Har-

mattan. 

 

___________. 2012. Sante, Maladie et Re-
cours aux Soins a Bamako (Mali): Les six es-
claves du corps. Paris : l’Harmattan. 

 

Imperato, Pascal James, and Imperato, 
Austin C.  with an essay by Paul Ramey 
Davis (2014). Victor Forestier Sow. A Pioneer 
Malian Painter. New York: QCC Art Gallery/
City University of New York, 84 pp. soft 
cover.  

 

 

 

Keïta, Fatoumata. 2013. Sous Fer. La Sahé-

lienne/L’Harmattan. ISBN :978-2-336-

29154-3.  

 

 

Mbodj-Pouye, Aïssatou. 2013. Le fil de 

l’érit : Une anthropologie de l’alphabétisation 

au Mali. Collection SET.(ISBN : 978-2-

84788-375-6) 

 

 

Moseley, W.G., E. Perramond and H. 

Hapke and P. Laris. 2013. An Introduction to 

Human-Environment Geography: Local Dyna-

mics and Global Processes. Hoboken, NJ: Wi-

ley/Blackwell. (ISBN: 978-1-4051-8931-

6).  

 

 

Werthmann, Katja & Mamadou Lamine 

Sanogo. 2013. La ville de Bobo-Dioulasso au 

Burkina Faso. Urbanité et appartenances en 

Afrique de l’ouest. Paris: Karthala.(ISBN : 

9782811107987) ."  
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Álvarez, Laura Inés M. 2012. «Afrikansk frankofon litteratur: Om å oversette en kultur». In Helena Boberg & 
Vendela Fredricson (red.) Kritiker 22-23. Stockholm, Ariel forlag: 97- 107.  
 
Austen, Ralph. 2013. “As grandes incertezas da historiografia africanista: haverá um tempo/espaço ’africano’ e 

poderá o passado de África prever-lhe o futuro?” Grandes Licoes (Lisbon: Gulbenkian Foundation), 2:57-93.  

 

__________. 2012. “Coming of Age through Colonial Education : African Autobiography as “Reluctant Bil-

dungsroman (the Case of Camara Laye),” Mande Studies, 12 (2010*), 1-17 (*actual publication date being 2012) . 

 

Bellagamba, Alice, Sandra Greene and Martin Klein,  

"Introduction:Finding the African Voice,"in African Voices on Slavery and the Slave Trade ,1-10/ 

 

"Introduction: When the Past Shadows the Present: The Legacy in Africa of Slavery and the Slave Trade," in Bitter 

Legacy: African Slavery Past and Present ,1-28 

 

Bellagamba, Alice and Martin Klein. "Slave Ancestry and Religious Discrimination in The Gambia," in Bitter Lega-

cy: African Slavery Past and Present ,163-92. 

 

Bell, Dianna. 2013. “Understanding Currents of Islam in Mali.”  “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthro-

pology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/312 

 

Berte, Sekou. 2013. “Mali: A Hub Of Working Disagreements Or A Democratic State That Has Yet To Be?” “Hot 

Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/313 

 

Conrad, David. 2012. “Early States of the Western Sudan” (with Susan K. McIntosh) in Oxford Bibliographies in 

African Studies. Ed. Thomas Spear. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 

Counsel, Graeme. 2012. "Conserving the archives of a national broadcaster". Context, 37, pp. 121-127. 

 

De Jorio, Rosa. 2013. “Public Debate under Amadou Toumani Touré” “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural 

Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/310- 

 

Donaldson, Coleman. 2013. “Jula Ajami in Burkina Faso : A Grassroots Literacy in the Former Kong Empire.” 

Working Papers in Educational Linguistics, Vol. 28, No. 2. (PDF: http://www.gse.upenn.edu/wpel/

current#donaldson) 

Me mbe r  Pu bl ic at i on s : Ar ti c le s 

PAGE 14 

ISSUE 70 

http://culanth.org/fieldsights/312
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/313
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/310-
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/wpel/current#donaldson
http://www.gse.upenn.edu/wpel/current#donaldson


Isaie Dougnon. 2013.“Mali's bankrupt democracy: A reflection on the limits of cultural capital in 
politics” “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/311 
 
Duran, Lucy. 2013. “POYI! Bamana jeli music, Mali and the blues.” African Cultural Studies 25 (2): 
211-246. 
 
Goldner, Janet. 2013. “Mali's History and Culture: The Keys to a Durable Solution” Hot Spots spe-
cial Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/330 
 
Hellweg, Joseph and Sory Kourouma. 2013. "Reading Urbanity: Trans-Urban Assemblages in the 
N'ko Literacy and Healing Movement of West Africa." In Living the City in Africa: Processes of Invention 
and Intervention. Brigit Obrist, Veit Arlt, and Elisio Macamo (eds.). Berlin: Lit Verlag. 

Horta, José da Silva. 2013. "As tradições orais wolof de transmissão cabo-verdiana: a memória de 
Buumi Jeleen e dos Njaay na ilha de Santiago (séculos XV-XVIII)”, Les Ruses de l'historien. Essais d'Afrique 
et d'ailleurs en hommage à Jean Boulègue, Paris, Karthala, pp. 31-46. 
 
Horta, José da Silva and Mark, Peter. 2013. “Um contributo esquecido e uma escala espacial ade-
quada: o Judaísmo na construção da Guiné do Cabo Verde no contexto do Mundo Atlântico (século 
XVII)”, O Colonialismo Português e os PALOP –Novos Rumos da Historiografia dos PALOP, coord. African 
Studies Center of Oporto University (CEAUP) and Tropical Scientific Research Institute (IICT), V. 
N. de Famalicão, Ed. Humus, pp. 11-28. 
 
Horta, José da Silva and Freire, Francisco. 2013. “Os primeiros contactos luso-saarianos: narrativas 

europeias quatrocentistas e tradições orais Bidhān (Mauritânia) ”, Maria Cardeira da Silva and Clara 
Saraiva (eds.), As Lições de Jill Dias. Antropologia, História, África e Academia/ The Jill Dias Lessons. Anthro-
pology, History, Africa, Academia, Centro em Rede de Investigação em Antropologia (CRIA), pp. 37-53. 

 

Kedzierska, Manzon, Agnès. 2013. "Humans and Things: Mande 'Fetishes' as Subjects", Anthropologi-
cal Quarterly, 86 (1): 1115 – 1152.  
 
Keller, Candace. 2013. “Transculturated Displays: International Fashion and West African Portrai-
ture.” In African Dress Encounters: Fashion, Agency, Performance, eds. Karen Tranberg Hansen and Soy-
ini  Madison, 276-301. London: Bloomsburg Academic (Berg Press). 

 
______________. 2013. “Visual Griots: Identity, Aesthetics, and the Social Roles of Portrait Pho-
tographers in Mali.” In Portraiture & Photography in Africa, eds. Elisabeth Cam-
eron and John Peffer. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  
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Klein, Martin. "He Who is without Family will be the Subject of Many Exactions," in African Voices on 
Slavery and the Slave Trade 65-70 

 
____________. 2013. "Understanding the Slave Experience in West Africa," in Lisa Lindsay and 
John Wood Sweet (eds.), The Black Atlantic and the Biographical Turn (Durham, NC: Duke University 
Press).  
 
Kone, Kassim. 2013.”The End of Tuareg Apartheid in the Sahel” “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” 
Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/328 

 

Lamp, Frederick John. 2013.  “Communicating Body Knowledge through Regional Culture-based 
Performance in Guinea," in Anne-Marie Bouttiaux, ed., La Dynamique des masques. Exemples d'Afrique 
occidentale, Tervuren, Belguim: Royal Museum for Central Africa. 

 
Lecocq, Baz. 2013. “Serval in the Sahara” “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. 
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/329- 
 
Mann, Gregory. 2013. “Afropositivism” “Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. 
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/315 
 
Maxwell, Heather. 2013. “A Nation’s Wounded Heart: Music in Post-War Mali” “Hot Spots special 
Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/324 

 

de MORAES FARIAS, Paulo Fernando. 2013. "Bentyia (Kukyia): a Songhay-Mande meeting point, 
and a 'missing link' in the archaeology of the West African diasporas of traders, warriors, praise-
singers, and clerics", AFRIQUES  [ on-line periodical published by the Centre d'Études des 
Mondes Africains, CNRS, Université de Paris 1 ], 04 / 2013 [ dossier on "Histoire et archéologie du 
Sahel ancien: nouveaux regards, nouveaux chantiers" ], placed online 27 May 2013, http://
afriques.revues.org/1174 

Moseley, W.G. 2013a. “Recovering from Livelihood Insecurity and Political Instability in Northern 
Mali: Bouncing Back.” Special issue on the causes, effects and significance of the crisis in Mali. Inter-
national Journal: Canada’s Journal of Global Policy Analysis. doi:10.1177/0020702013505435.  
 
__________. 2013b. “Azawad: A Problematic African Ethnic Territory.” “Hot Spots special Issue on 
Mali. Cultural Anthropology. Web: http://www.culanth.org/?q=node/431.  
 

http://culanth.org/fieldsights/328
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/329-
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/315
http://culanth.org/fieldsights/324
http://afriques.revues.org/1174
http://afriques.revues.org/1174
https://tyler.cortland.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=6ecb5aa7c1d44e4d9b00b3a8692f7bba&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.culanth.org%2f%3fq%3dnode%2f431


__________. 2013c. “The Evolving Global Agri-Food System and African-Eurasian Food Flows.”  

Eurasian Geography and Economics.  Vol. 54(1): 5-21.  

 

Sissao, Alain Joseph. « Les rapports Oralité/écriture ou l'inscription de l'oralité comme fondement 
de l'écriture de Kourouma , » revue NodusSciendi. Actes du colloque "Ahmadou Kourouma, un écri-
vain total" 18, 19,20 septembre 2013,  sous la direction BOHUI Djédjé Hilaire  et DIANDE Parfait, 
Acte 1 et Acte 2 ISSN 2308-7676. 

_____________. "Les héros et la mort dans l'épopée de Soundjata et de Gilgamesh", revue No-
dusSciendi 2 ISSN 2308-7676 Volume 1. 

 

Skattum, Ingse. 2012a    « Bon, marqueur discursif en français parlé au Mali », Le français en 

Afrique, 27, 201-217. www.unice.fr/ILF-CNRS/ofcaf/ 

 

__________. 2012b   « L’impact des facteurs sociolinguistiques dans l’identification de la langue 

première, à travers le français langue seconde au Mali », in M. Dreyfus et J.-M. Prieur (éds.). Hété-

rogénéité et variation. Perspectives sociolinguistiques,  didactiques et anthropologiques. Paris, Mi-

chel Houdiard Editeur, 229-246 . 

 

__________. 2012c.: « Traduire un texte métissé. la traduction en norvégien des Soleils des indé-

pendances d’Ahmadou Kourouma », in Arena Romanistica (Université de Bergen), 11 : « Franco-

phonie et plurilinguisme », 76-107. 

 

__________. 2012d   Lyche, Chantal et Ingse Skattum, « The phonological characteristics of 

French in Mali : a sociolinguistic approach », chap. 4 in R. Gess, C. Lyche et T. Meisenburg (eds.), 

Phonological Variation in French. Illustrations from three continents, Amsterdam, Benjamins, 

(Studies in Language Variation), 73-101. 

 

__________.2010a   Lyche, Chantal & Ingse Skattum : «Le rôle de la L1 dans le français du Mali : 

une étude perceptive.: Deuxième Congrès mondial de linguistique francaise. EDP Sciences 2010 

ISBN 978-2-7598-0534-1, 1913-1926. www.linguistiquefrancaise.org/index.php?
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__________.2010b   « Le français parlé du Mali : une variété régionale ? », in Abecassis, Michaël 
and Gudrun Ledegen (eds.), Les voix des Français, en parlant, en écrivant, (Actes du colloque AFLS 
2008, vol. 2), Bern, Peter Lang, 433-448. 
 
__________.2010c   « L’introduction des langues nationales dans le système éducatif au Mali : ob-
jectifs et conséquences », Journal of Language Contact, THEMA 3, « Multilingualism in West Afri-
ca : towards a holistic perspective » (ed. Friederike Lüpke & Mary Chambers), 247-270. www.jlc-
journal.org 
 
__________.2010d   « Si j'étais riche... constructions hypothétiques en français parlé au Mali », Le 
français en Afrique, 26, 49-70. www.unice.fr/ILF-CNRS/ofcaf/ 
 
Soares, Benjamin.  2013. “Islam in Mali since the 2012 coup” ” Hot Spots special Issue on Mali.” Cul-
tural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/321 

 

Whitehouse, Bruce.  2013 “The President and the Putschiste” Hot Spots special Issue on Mali. Cul-

tural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/322 

 

Wooten, Stephen. 2013. “A View of a Coup: A Personal Perspective on Upheaval in Mali ” Hot Spots 

special Issue on Mali.” Cultural Anthropology. http://culanth.org/fieldsights/309- 

 

Late Additions: 

Becker, Laurence. 2013. “Land sales and the transformation of social  relations and landscape in peri

-urban Mali.” Geoforum. 46: 113-123. 

 

Hagberg, S. 2013. Politique des partis, développement local et lutte de pouvoir des femmes à Bobo-
Dioulasso. In: La ville de Bobo-Dioulasso au Burkina Faso: urbanité et appartenances en Afrique de 
l'Ouest, (eds) K. Werthmann & M. L. Sanogo. Paris: Karthala. 
 
Hagberg, S. 2013. The Politics of Engagement: Ethical Challenges in Swedish Development Anthro-
pology. In: Ethik in der Praxis der Entwicklungszusammerarbeit (eds) F. Bliss & M. Heinz. 
Zeitschrift für Entwicklungsethnologie 20(1-2), 91-109. Bonn: Politischer ArbeitsSchulen. 
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Hagberg, S. 2012. Compaoré, Blaise. In Dictionary of African Biography (eds) E. K. Akyeampong & 
H. L. Gates. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 118-120. 
 
Hagberg, S. & G. Körling 2012. Socio-political Turmoil in Mali: The Public Debate following the 
Coup d’État on 22 March 2012, Africa Spectrum 2-3/2012, 111-125. 
 
Hagberg, S. F. Ouattara (eds) 2012. “Engaging Anthropology for Development and Social Change”. 
APAD-Bulletin 34-36. Münster: LIT Verlag. 
 
Hagberg, S. 2011. Organising Fulbe-ness: Ethnicity, Livelihoods and Civil Society in Burkina Faso. 
In Auf dem Boden der Tatsachen: Festschrift für Thomas Bierschenk (eds) Nikolaus Schareika, Eva Spies & 
Pierre-Yves Le Meur. Köln: Rüdiger Köppe Verlag. 
  
Hagberg, S. 2011. Trajectoires de l’anthropologie du développement à la suédoise. Ethnologie Fran-
çaise, XLI (3), 509-519. 
  
Hagberg, S. 2010. Conclusion: Démocratie à double façade. In Révoltes et oppositions dans un régime 
semi-autoritaire : Le cas du Burkina Faso (eds) M. Hilgers & J. Mazzocchetti. Paris : Karthala. 
  
Hagberg, S. & S. Ouattara 2010. Vigilantes in War: Boundary Crossing of Hunters in Burkina Faso 
and Côte d’Ivoire. In Domesticating Vigilantism in Africa (eds) T.G. Kirsch & T. Grätz. Woodbridge & 
Rochester: James Currey & Boydell & Brewer. 
 

 

Member Activities: DISSERTATIONS:  

Dianna Bell successfully defended her dissertation in April  2013 under the direction of fellow 

MANSA member Joseph Hellweg and passed with distinction from Florida State University Depart-

ment of Religion.  DissertationTitle: “Between Prayers: The Life of a West African Muslim”   

 

Theodore L. Konkouris successfully completed the PhD program in the School of History and 

Anthropology at Queen’s University Belfast under the supervision of Professors Fiona Magowan and 

Marina Roseman. The doctoral thesis was examined by Professor Michael D. Jackson and Dr Suzel 

Ana Riley in May 2013. Thesis title “Heroes, Gunpowder, Cassettes & Tape Recorders: Production, 

Distribution & Transmission of Hunters’ Musical Tradition in Mali, West Africa” 
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FILMS:  
 

Growing into Music in Mali, 2013 

Two documentary films, shot and directed by Lucy Durán.  

 

The Growing into Music in Mali films were shot on location between 2009-12 in Mali 
and Guinea. They show how factors such as urban living, globalization, technology, 
and the lack of institutional support for music, are impacting on some of the most 
important Mande jeli families in the transmission of their art across generations. But 
they also highlight the determination of both elders and children to celebrate their 
art and keep it alive – only a few months before political upheaval threatened the 
very existence of music in the country.  

The films were funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council UK ‘Beyond 
Text’ project. Based at the SOAS, University of London, under the guidance of Du-
rán, the project also documents children learning music in oral traditions of North 
India, Rajasthan, Azerbaijan, Venezuela and Cuba. 

 

Part 1 Da Kali - the pledge to the art of the griot 

This film follows the children of four celebrated jeli families in southern Mali as they 
face the challenges of learning the ancient art of the jeli in the 21st century.  

Just turned twelve, Rokia Kouyaté is determined to learn the lyrical style of her 
famous grandfather the singer Kasse Mady Diabaté, and performs at noisy wed-
ding parties, and for a popular television competition. Precocious Thierre Diarra 
at the age of four is already on the path to becoming a virtuoso on the jembe, follow-
ing in the footsteps of his father Adama. Ten year-old Salif Diabaté, nephew of kora 
master, Toumani Diabaté, struggles to fit kora lessons into his busy school sched-
ule, but begins to improve dramatically over a school holiday. And seven year-old Sa-
ran Kouyaté and her younger sister, the five year-old Ami, are taught songs by 
their grandmother, the charismatic and fiery Bako Dagnon, considered one of the 
great master-singers of Mali.  Her ideas about passing on her musical knowledge are 
rooted in the rural traditions of the remote village where she was born and raised,   
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FILMS, con’t:  
 

Golobladji - where her extended family continue to sing the hauntingly beautiful 
songs of the countryside.  

 

Part 2 Dò farala a kan: something has been added.  

This film looks in more detail at ideas around what constitutes musical progress. Our 
guide in the film is Lassana Diabaté, a virtuoso jeli who comes from a long line of 
balafon players in Guinea, now living in Bamako.  We follow the musical progress of 
children in two prestigious extended families of jelis, representing two distinctive 
regional traditions: the balafon of Niagassola, and the ngoni of Segou.  

Chapter 1 spends time with the families of Elhadj Sekou Kouyaté, the custodian 
of the Sosso Bala (declared a UNESCO Masterpiece of Intangible Oral Heritage in 
2001). His son Fantamady, like many balafon players, is an expert guitarist; while 
Janguiné is a singer. Both are settled in Bamako where they have busy careers, and 
both are concerned to keep the tradition of balafon alive with their children. Three of 
their sons show a special interest in learning the balafon, but there are many distrac-
tions and talent is not always the key to progress. A visit to Niagassola by the three 
boys highlights some of the tensions between town and country living, but their 
pride as future inheritors of Sunjata’s sacred balafon shines through.  

Chapter 2 visits the extended family of Bassekou Kouyaté, innovative and virtuoso 
player of the ngoni, whose international success has given him another perspective on 
his Bamana tradition from Segou. Although the ngoni plays a central role in the lives 
of this family, the focus is on how the many Kouyaté girls, aged four to twelve, learn 
the art of song and dance, in both Bamako and Garana, a village in Segou province 
where Bassekou grew up and where most of his family still live. In Garana, we watch 
the girls learning to sing such pieces as Da Monzon, and see them play at the vibrant 
handclapping songs, the tegere tulon, that are fast disappearing, and were once a major 
creative force in the lives of Mali’s musicians.  

 

More films will be posted on the Growing into Music website in 2014: one on the culture of 
wedding parties in Bamako, one on a very young prodigy musician from a Bobo family in Segu, 
and a third film on the tegere tulon.  

Me mbe r  Act iv it ie s  
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FILMS, con’t:  
 

The films are available for viewing on www.growingintomusic.co.uk 

 

DVD copies of the films can be obtained by writing to  

Dr. Lucy Durán 

ld@soas.ac.uk 

 
Music Department 

SOAS, London University  

Thornhaugh St 

London WC1H 0XG 
 

 
Chérif Keïta’s 55 min documentary film Remembering Nokutela (uKukhumbula uN-
okutela in Zulu) premiered at  the Minneapolis Saint Anthony theater Main, Novem-
ber 17, as part of the series entitled "Images of Africa" at the Minneapolis St. Paul 
Film Society. The information on the film and the festival at the following link: 
http://mspfilmsociety.org/content/remembering-nokutela 

 

 

IN THE MEDIA:  

Álvarez, Laura Inés M. 2011. «Ordets makt hos muslimske kvinnelige barder». mas-

terbloggen.no http://www.masterbloggen.no/blog/2011/05/01/ordets-makt-hos-

muslimske-kvinnelige-barder/ 

 

Francis Simonis was recently interviewed on the situation of French hostages in 

the Sahel. The interview is on the following link http://www.metronews.fr/info/

mali-la-france-n-a-qu-une-strategie-a-kidal-recuperer-ses-otages/mmkf!

stfFphx0T3tyA/  

Me mbe r  Act iv it ie s  
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N EW  Mem b er s  

Szilard Biernaczky biernaczky.szilard@munduspress.hu 

Research Interests: A long-time student of African epic. 

Assigue Dolo (University of Bamako) assigueadolo@yahoo.fr 

Research and Teaching Interests: A native from the Dogon country, Assigué recent-
ly finished his English studies at the University of Bamako.  His thesis : “Death 
Rituals in the Dogon Country, the Case of Sangha” is available on his website : 

assiguedolo.com.  Assigué plans to continue his research in African literature, 
especially Mande.   
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Thank you to all our 

sponsors!!! 
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Coleman Donaldson (University of Pennsylvania) cdonal@gse.upenn.edu 

Research and Teaching Interests: Manding dialectology, linguistic anthropolo-

gy, language policy and literacy practices in Francophone and Manding-

phone Africa. Most recently been focused on Jula Ajami, the expansion of 

the N’ko movement, and the social value of reflexive verb constructions in 

Jula. 

 

 

University of Basel Ethnologisches Seminar bibliothek-ethnologie@unibas.ch 

 

Institutional Research Focus: Political transformation, state and statehood, 

trust and social reconfiguration after conflict, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, Guinea, 

Liberia  

 

MANSA has joined the 21st century by creating a new mem-

bership database, which members must now use to join the 

association, pay dues, enter, and update membership infor-

mation such as mailing address and email. The link: 

http://mandestudies.org/wp/wp-login.php?action=register 

 Or, follow the navigation instructions on page 25 of this issue. 

 

MANSA membership dues schedule: 

Regular = $40 
Sponsor = $60 

Full Student =  $30 
Basic Student = $15 

 

New Me mber s , c on ti nu e d 

Joining  MA NS A  a nd R enewing  Mem ber ship 
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M A N S A  K I B A R U  

Register your membership in our new system! Go to 

www.mandestudies.org, click on the Join link in the top 

banner. Complete the MANSA registration form and a 

password will be emailed to you. Return to the site and 

login on the Membership Page to enter your profile infor-

mation. 

 

EVERY MEMBER must do this, 

even sponsored members. 

 

You can also pay your dues on the Membership Page, and 

even set it up as a recurring yearly charge so you’ll never 

be behind in your dues again! 

 

Inscrivez votre adhésion à notre nouveau système! Al-

lez à www.mandestudies.org, cliquez sur le lien Join 

dans le bandeau supérieur. Remplissez le formulaire 

MANSA registration form et un mot de passe sera en-

voyé par courriel. Retournez sur le site et connectez-

vous sur la Membership Page pour entrer vos infor-

mations de profil. 

 

Chaque membre doit se rein-

scrire, même les membres par-

rainés. 

Vous pouvez également payer votre cotisation sur la 

Membership Page , et même le configurer comme une 

redevance annuelle récurrente de sorte que vous ne 

serez jamais en retard dans vos cotisations à nouveau! 

Reg ister  and Update  Your Member ship  

 

MANSA ON THE WEB: 

www.mandestudies.org 

www.facebook.com/

MANSA25 

Officers 

Kassim Kone, President, State University of New York-
Cortland 

Barbara Hoffman,  President-Elect, Cleveland State  
University 

Dianna Bell, Secretary-Treasurer, Vanderbilt University 

Advisory Board 

 Alain Sissao (Burkina Faso INSS/CNRST) 

 Bruce Whitehouse (Lehigh University) 

 Fatoumata Keita (Universite Manden Bakary) 

 Don Wright (SUNY/Cortland) 

 Sten Hagberg (Uppsala University) 

 William Moseley (Macalester University) 
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