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MANSA Kibaru

MANDE STUDIES ASSOCIATION

2024

Sailing through Troubled Seas
William (Bill) Moseley, MANSA President

2024 was an eventful year. Of course, the highlight was the June 2024
MANSA conference in Bamako, but MANSA members also gathered at
other African Studies meetings around the world, and another volume of
our Mande Studies journal was published! While MANSA had a good
year, not all was positive in 2024. A number of governments in West Afri-
ca, Europe and North America have become less democratic and more
autocratic. Particularly concerning to me are threats to academic free-
dom, especially for those who
speak out against the unjust
acts of their governments.

By all accounts, the Twelfth
International Conference on
Mande Studies, hosted by the
Institut des Sciences Hu-
maines (ISH), in Bamako, Mali,
Was a roaring success. Some
250 people joined the open-
ing session and it is estimated
that 700 unique participants
attended the event over four
days in late June 2024. Out of
170 paper submissions to the
conference, 130 were accept-
ed, of which 100 were pre-
sented in-person and 30
online. Researchers presenting
at the conference (virtual and
in-person) hailed from Mali,
Burkina Faso, Senegal, Sweden, Cote d’lvoire, Italy, Guinea, Belgium,
France, Tanzania, USA, Germany, Norway, Japan, Great Britain, and Swit-
zerland. Hats off to all who made this event so successful. While | cannot
name everyone who helped, special thanks are due to former MANSA
president Sten Hagberg, who chaired the conference organizing com-
mittee, and ISH Director Baba Coulibaly, who hosted the event. The next

Bill Moseley in Butiama, Tanzania, in the
home (and chair) of Julius Nyerere, Jan. 2025.
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William (Bill) Moseley (cont.)

Mande Studies conference will be in Senegal in 2027
and we have already formed a committee to begin
organizing the event.

Congratulations to the Mande Studies editorial
team, led by Joseph Hellweg and Patrick Royer, who
just published volume 26 of the journal. For the first
time in many years, the journal was published on
time. This caps off a multi-year effort, led by out-
going editor Rosa de Jorio, to get the journal back
on schedule. The journal is now contemplating a
number of changes that will be discussed with the
membership at our annual (virtual) general assem-
bly in February.

The changes being considered are essentially three.
First, the journal is contemplating a name change.
At a very practical level, we need a name that is
more transparent so that high quality submissions
and readership will increase (while ‘Mande Studies’
may be clear to us, it is less clear to the outside
world). Both more submissions and readership are
important for the financial and intellectual viability
of the journal. Second, the journal may move to a
primarily electronic format in 2025 (with a few pa-
per copies for our West African focal points), a
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change that would dramatically cut costs. Third, the
journal may shift to two issues per year, a change that
will make the journal more viable, encourage further
submissions, and be possible at little cost if the jour-
nal is primarily a digital publication. These are exciting
potential changes and | and the journal editors look
forward to discussing them with the membership.

| am truly excited about the future of the Mande
Studies Association. Last year we adopted new bylaws
and a new organizational structure that better re-
flects our international membership. In order to keep
our momentum moving forward, we need to increase
our dues paying membership. If you haven’t renewed
your membership for 2025, please do so as soon as
possible. Better yet, please spread the word about
MANSA and encourage other scholars to join our as-
sociation. We welcome scholars from any discipline,
working on a broad range of themes in West Africa
and the diaspora. Our community scholars, and the
knowledge production we engage in, is now more
important than ever in a world racked by nettlesome
political, social, environmental and economic chal-
lenges. Best wishes for 2025. Aw sanbe sanbe! Allah
k’anw to nyogona, ka ta nye fe nyogon fe.

Naviguer vers |'avant sur des mers agitées

William (Bill) Moseley, Président de MANSA

L'année 2024 a été riche en événements. Bien sdr,
le point culminant a été la conférence MANSA de
juin 2024 a Bamako, mais les membres de MANSA
se sont également réunis lors d'autres réunions
d'études africaines a travers le monde, et un autre
volume de notre revue d'Etudes Mandé a été pu-
blié! Si le MANSA a connu une bonne année, tout
n'a pas été positif en 2024. Un certain nombre de
gouvernements en Afrique de I'Ouest, en Europe et
en Amérique du Nord sont devenus moins démocra-
tiques et plus autocratiques. Je suis particuliére-
ment préoccupé par les menaces qui pésent sur la
liberté académique, notamment pour ceux qui dé-
noncent les actes injustes de leurs gouvernements.
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De l'avis général, la 12eme Colloque International des
Etudes Mandé, accueillie par I'Institut des sciences
humaines (ISH) a Bamako, au Mali, a été un franc suc-
cés. Quelque 250 personnes ont participé a la séance
d'ouverture et on estime que 700 participants
uniques ont assisté a I'événement pendant quatre
jours a la fin du mois de juin 2024. Sur les 170 articles
soumis a la conférence, 130 ont été acceptés, dont
100 ont été présentés en personne et 30 en ligne. Les
chercheurs qui ont participé a la conférence (virtuelle
et en personne) venaient du Mali, du Burkina Faso,
du Sénégal, de Suede, de Cote d'lvoire, d'ltalie, de
Guinée, de Belgique, de France, de Tanzanie, des
Etats-Unis, d'Allemagne, de Norvége, du Japon, de
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William (Bill) Moseley (cont.)

Grande-Bretagne et de Suisse. Chapeau a tous ceux
qui ont contribué a la réussite de cet événement.
Bien qu'il me soit impossible de nommer toutes les
personnes qui ont apporté leur aide, je tiens a re-
mercier tout particulierement I'ancien président de
MANSA, Sten Hagberg, qui a présidé le comité d'or-
ganisation de la conférence, et le directeur de I'ISH,
Baba Coulibaly, qui a accueilli I'événement. La pro-
chaine conférence de MANSA se tiendra au Sénégal
en 2027 et nous avons déja formé un comité pour
commencer a organiser I'événement.

Félicitations a I'équipe éditoriale de Mande Studies,
dirigée par Joseph Hellweg et Patrick Royer, qui
vient de publier le volume 26 de la revue. Pour la
premiere fois depuis de nombreuses années, la re-
vue a été publiée dans les délais. Cela vient couron-
ner un effort de plusieurs années, mené par la ré-
dactrice en chef sortante Rosa De Jorio, pour re-
mettre la revue dans les temps. Le journal envisage
maintenant un certain nombre de changements qui
seront discutés avec les membres lors de notre as-
semblée générale annuelle (virtuelle) en février.

Les changements envisagés sont essentiellement au
nombre de trois. Tout d'abord, la revue envisage de
changer de nom. D'un point de vue tres pratique,
nous avons besoin d'un nom plus transparent afin
d'augmenter le nombre de soumissions de qualité et
le nombre de lecteurs (si les études mandé sont
claires pour nous, elles le sont moins pour le monde
extérieur). L'augmentation des soumissions et du
nombre de lecteurs est importante pour la viabilité
financiére et intellectuelle de la revue. Deuxieme-
ment, la revue pourrait passer a un format principa-
lement électronique en 2025 (avec quelques copies
papier pour nos points focaux d'Afrique de I'Ouest),
un changement qui réduirait considérablement les
co(ts. Troisiemement, la revue pourrait passer a
deux numéros par an, un changement qui rendrait
la revue plus viable, encouragerait de nouvelles sou-
missions et serait possible a peu de frais si la revue
est principalement une publication numérique. Il
s'agit de changements potentiels passionnants et les
rédacteurs de la revue et moi-méme sommes impa-
tients d'en discuter avec les membres.
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Je suis trés enthousiaste quant a I'avenir de MANSA.
L'année derniere, nous avons adopté de nouveaux
statuts et une nouvelle structure organisationnelle
qui reflete mieux nos membres internationaux. Afin
de poursuivre sur notre lancée, nous devons augmen-
ter le nombre de nos membres cotisants. Si vous
n'avez pas renouvelé votre adhésion pour 2025, veuil-
lez le faire dés que possible. Mieux encore, faites con-
naitre MANSA et encouragez d'autres chercheurs a
rejoindre notre association. Nous accueillons des
chercheurs de toutes disciplines, travaillant sur un
large éventail de thémes en Afrique de I'Ouest et
dans la diaspora. Notre communauté de chercheurs,
et la production de connaissances dans laquelle nous
nous engageons, est plus importante que jamais dans
un monde en proie a des défis politiques, sociaux,
environnementaux et économiques redoutables.
Meilleurs voeux pour 2025. Aw sanbe sanbe ! Allah
k'anw to nyogona, ka ta nye fe nyogon fe.

Bill Moseley, Butiama, Tanzania, January 2025.
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Un renforcement des innovations institutionnels et une stratégie d’adhésion
de nouveaux membres de MANSA

SISSAO Alain Joseph, Vice-Président de MANSA

Je voudrais a 'entame de la
nouvelle année 2025 qui
s’annonce souhaiter mes

compte bien plus de
membres, puisque la liste de
diffusion MANSA compte

meilleurs veeux de santé, de An
paix et d’envol a tous les .

membres de notre associa- .
tion savante commune: la
MANSA.

Au moment ol je prends les
responsabilités de cette
prestigieuse association de
plus de cing décennies, je
voudrais remercier tous les
membres qui ont permis mon élection. Je voudrais
remercier le Président sortant Sten Hagberg ainsi
que le Président Bill Moseley, qui n"'ont ménagé
aucun effort pour impulser de nouvelles dyna-
miques aussi bien institutionnelles notamment la
rédaction des nouveaux statuts, qui permet de his-
ser I'association dans une dimension internationale
et d’horizon nouveaux ouvrant la voie a des inno-
vations dans la gouvernance et le fonctionnement
de MANSA avec le poste de Président et de Vice-
Président, du comité exécutif, des points focaux.

L'innovation permet I'attelage d’une structure de
direction tripartite avec un vice-président
(auparavant président-élu), un président et un an-
cien président venant de différentes régions de
MANSA (Afrique de I'Ouest, Amérique du Nord et
autres). Comme I'a noté Bill Moseley, c’est un
grand pas d'internationalisation et de décolonisa-
tion de I'organisation.

En 2023, avec nos 120 membres, nous escomp-
tions, en 2024 augmenter les adhésions grace au
Colloque international des Etudes mandé & Bama-
ko en juin. Cette réalité n’a pas encore été effec-
tive pour des raisons malheureusement de coordi-
nation administrative. La communauté MANSA
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SaimemEEE - quelque 356 MANSAdenw
— recevant nos emails. La page
Facebook de MANSA est une
fenétre moderne interactive
qui diffuse régulierement des
publications et des activités
des membres. Mais cela
n’est pas suffisant car il faut
plus que cela, il faut des
membres actifs. Voici pour-
quoi des notre entrée en
fonction en janvier et février, nous avons entamé des
pourparlers avec les points focaux afin de recueillir des
suggestions qui pourront permettre de booster les ad-
hésions et d’élargir I'assiette de MANSA. Au regard des
observations, il ressort un certain nombre de proposi-
tions ont été faites contenues dans mon mot en an-
nexe qui suggerent :

+ De se faire connaitre des autorités universitaires et
de recherche des pays membres de MANSA a tra-
vers des correspondances suivies de visites de
courtoisie a travers de contact aux ministres de
I’enseignement supérieurs des pays concernés

+ Impliguer MANSA dans les écoles doctorales a tra-
vers des journées d’études communes

¢ Recruter les doctorants dans MANSA

+ Fixer une cotisation réduite 10 000 frs pour les
doctorants

¢ Permettre la mobilité scientifique des adhérents et
membres de MANSA dans les universités parte-
naires des membres de MANSA

¢ Aller a la recherche des fonds au niveaux des orga-
nismes nationaux, sous régionaux et internatio-
naux afin d’organiser les activités MANSA.
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Alain Sissao, Vice-Président de MANSA (cont.)

L'activité phare de MANSA a été surtout par le col-
loque de Bamako. J'ai participé avec enthousiasme
au 12éme Colloque international des Etudes mandé,
qui a eu lieu a I'lInstitut des Sciences Humaines, Ba-
mako, Mali, du 26 au 29 juin 2024 sur le theme Vers
une décolonisation des savoirs en Afrique de

I’Ouest : histoire, acteurs et productions. Nous avons
recu quelque 170 propositions de communications
et de panels. Cette activité a été précédée par un
atelier organisé par Sten Hagberg sur les femmes
scientifiques.

Le colloque a tenu toutes ses espoirs et défis en
s'inscrivant dans la perspective d'un monde en mu-
tation mais ouvert sur les autres peuples et cultures
tout en gardant son socle identitaire et endogene
car le nouvelle corde se tisse a partir de I'ancienne,
autrement il faut savoir qui on est, d'ou I'on vient
pour savoir ou on veut aller.

Mon histoire avec MANSA

Ma candidature a été motivée par ces raisons ma-

jeures :

+ La participation aux activités de MANSA depuis
le colloque 2011 a Bamako, y compris les col-
loques MANSA a Bobo Dioulasso en 2014, a
Grand Bassam (Cote d’lvoire) en 2017, et a Upp-
sala (Suéde) tenu virtuellement en 2021 ;

¢ Contribuer aune redynamisation par une straté-
gie d'adhésion de nouveaux membres avec les
autorités universitaires et de recherche, et les
écoles doctorales ;

¢ Une expertise et des publications scientifiques
a mettre en partage avec les chercheurs du
MANSA ;

¢ une volonté de poursuivre I'action des Prési-
dents précédemment élus de MANSA tout en
approfondissant le rayonnement scientifique et
associatif de MANSA en Afrique et dans le
monde universitaire.

Alain Sissao, Yaouaga Félix Koné et
Ludovic Kibora, Bamako, juin 2024.
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Mes idées/espoirs pour I’avenir

Le nouveau bureau sera la cheville ouvriere de I'es-
sor du MANSA. Ainsi, je compte sur cette équipe
dynamique : Bill Moseley, Président; SISSAO Alain
Joseph, Vice-Président; Brandon County, Trésorier;
Marcia Tiede, Secrétaire; Yao Marcel Kouakou, coor-
dinateur pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest; ainsi que Joseph
Hellweg et Patrick Royer, corédacteurs de la Revue
d'études mandé. Je compte donc sur le soutien de
tous ces acteurs pour dynamiser le MANSA.

Les points focaux sont :
Ludovic Kibora, Burkina Faso
Tailba Germaine Ainyakou, Cote d’lvoire
Fatoumata Bamba, Guinée Conakry
Monica Labonia, Sénégal
Mamadou Lamine Sané, Sénégal
Baba Coulibaly, Mali

Cette équipe qui vient inaugurer une nouvelle ére
apres la révision des statuts et du reglement inté-
rieur projettera le MANSA vers I'excellence en I'in-
scrivant dans le paysage institutionnel et acadé-
mique en Europe, en Afrique et au Etats-Unis.

La prochaine conférence aura lieu au Sénégal en
2027. Je m’investirai pleinement avec le Président
Bill a la préparation de cette conférence a travers
des missions prospectives et organisationnelles avec
les point focaux : Mamadou Lamine Sané et Monica
Labonia. Cette conférence sera sous mon mandat de
Président de MANSA. Rendez-vous donc sera pris
pour la 13°™ édition du colloque des études Mandé

en 2027 au Sénégal au pays de la Teranga.
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Strengthening institutional innovations and a membership strategy for

new members of MANSA
SISSAO Alain Joseph, MANSA Vice President

o »
”'m“mwl{h vole -

At the start of the new year
2025, | would like to extend o
my best wishes for health,

members, since the MANSA
41+ mailing list has some 356

peace and success to all the
members of our common
scholarly association:
MANSA.

As | take on the responsibil-
ities of this prestigious asso-
ciation of more than five
decades, | would like to
thank all the members who
made my election possible. | would like to thank
the outgoing President Sten Hagberg and President
Bill Moseley who have both spared no effort to
drive new dynamics institutionally, in particular the
drafting of the new statutes, which allows the as-
sociation to be raised to an international dimen-
sion and new horizons, paving the way for innova-
tions in the governance and operation of MANSA
with the position of President and Vice-President,
the executive committee, and the focal points.

The innovation allows for the coupling of a tripar-
tite leadership structure with a Vice President
(previously President-elect), a President and a Past
President, coming from different regions of
MANSA (West Africa, North America and others).
As Bill Moseley noted, this was a major step to-
wards internationalization and decolonization of
the organization.

In 2023, with our 120 members, we expected to
increase membership in 2024 thanks to the Inter-
national Colloquium of Mande Studies in Bamako
in June. This reality has not yet been effective for
reasons of administrative coordination, unfortu-
nately. The MANSA community has many more
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S o s S S 80 DY MANSAdenw receiving our
- - ey

ol emails. The MANSA Facebook
page is a modern interactive
window that regularly broad-
casts publications and activi-
ties of members. But this is
not enough because more
than that is needed, we need
active members. This is why,
as soon as we took office in
January and February, we
began discussions with the focal points in order to
gather suggestions that could help boost membership
and broaden MANSA's base. In light of the observa-
tions, it appears that a certain number of proposals
were made, contained in my included note [pages x-x],
which suggest:

¢ To make itself known to the university and
research communities of MANSA member coun-
tries through correspondence followed by courte-
sy visits through contact with the ministers of
higher education of the countries concerned

¢ Involve MANSA in doctoral schools through joint
study days

¢ Recruit doctoral candidates into MANSA

¢ Set areduced membership level of 10,000 frs for
doctoral candidates

¢ Enable academic mobility of MANSA members in
partner universities of MANSA members

+ Seek funds at the levels of national, sub-regional
and international organizations in order to orga-
nize MANSA activities
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Alain Sissao, MANSA Vice President (cont.)

MANSA'’s key activity was mainly the Bamako con-
ference. | participated with enthusiasm in the 12th
International Conference on Mande Studies, which
took place at the Institut des Sciences Humaines,
Bamako, Mali, from June 26 to 29, 2024 on the
theme Towards a decolonization of knowledge in
West Africa: history, actors and productions. We
received some 170 proposals for communications
and panels. This activity was preceded by a work-
shop organized by Sten Hagberg on women in aca-
demia.

The conference held up to all its hopes and chal-
lenges by adhering to the perspective of a world in
change but open to other peoples and cultures,
while keeping one’s endogenous identity base, be-
cause the new rope is woven from the old; in other
words, we must known who we are and where we
come from in order to know where we want to go.

My history with MANSA

My candidacy was motivated by these main reasons:

+ Participation in MANSA activities since the 2011
conference in Bamako, including the MANSA
conferences in Bobo Dioulasso in 2014, in Grand
Bassam (Cote d’lvoire) in 2017, and in Uppsala
(Sweden) held virtually in 2021 ;

+ To contribute to a revitalization by a strategy of
gaining new members through university and
research authorities and doctoral schools ;

+ Expertise and academic publications to share
with MANSA researchers ;

+ A desire to continue the activities of the previ-
ously elected presidents of MANSA while deep-
ening the academic and associative influence of
MANSA in Africa and in the academic world.

Alain Sissao and Brandon County,
Institut des Sciences Humaines,
Bamako, June 2024.
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My ideas/hopes for the future

The leadership will be the linchpin of MANSA’s
development. Thus, | count on this dynamic team :
Bill Moseley, President; SISSAO Alain Joseph, Vice
President; Brandon County, Treasurer;

Marcia Tiede, Secretary; Yao Marcel Kouakou, West
Africa Coordinator; as well as Joseph Hellweg and
Patrick Royer, co-editors of the Mande Studies jour-
nal. | count, therefore, on the support of all of these
actors to energize MANSA.

The focal points are:
Ludovic Kibora, Burkina Faso
Tailba Germaine Ainyakou, Cote d’lvoire
Fatoumata Bamba, Guinea Conakry
Monica Labonia, Senegal
Mamadou Lamine Sané, Senegal
Baba Coulibaly, Mali

This team, which is inaugurating a new era after the
revision of the bylaws, will take MANSA toward ex-

cellence by placing it in the institutional and acade-

mic landscape in Europe, in Africa and in the United
States.

The next conference will take place in Senegal in
2027. | will be fully involved along with President Bill
Moseley in preparation for this conference with the
focal points, Mamadou Lamine Sané et Monica La-
bonia. This conference will be under my mandate as
President of MANSA. Rendezvous will therefore be
made for the 13" edition of the Conference on
Mande Studies in 2027 in Senegal, in the land of
Teranga.
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Compte rendu de la réunion Zoom entre les points focaux MANSA
et le Vice-Président élu, Alain Joseph Sissao
Samedi 30 Mars 2024

Déroulé de la réunion

L'ouverture de la réunion, le Vice-Président a souhaité la
bienvenue a tous les participants et remercier les uns et les
autres pour leur engagement et disponibilité pour échanger
autour des questions relatives au fonctionnement des Points
focaux. L'ordre du jour étant adopté, la réunion a commencé
autour de 14 h 20.

Présentation du Vice-Président et des points focaux

Alain Joseph SISSAO s’est d’abord présenté brievement en
donnant son profil, Directeur de recherche a I'institut des
Sciences des Sociétés. Il est Professeur des Universités en
littérature africaine. Depuis 1999, il a rencontré John Hutchi-
son qui lui a parlé de MANSA pour la premiere fois. Il a parti-
cipé a plusieurs Congrés de MANSA : 2011 a Bamako, 2014 a
Bobo Dioulasso et 2017 a Grand-Bassam. Il a participé au
Congres d’Uppsala en présentant une communication par
voie électronique.

En plus, le Vice-Président a présenté les personnes ayant par-
ticipé a la réunion avec les points focaux: Brandon County,
Trésorier, Kouakou Marcel, Coordonnateur MANSA Zone
Afrique, Kibora Ludovic, point focal du Burkina Faso, Taiba
Germaine Ainyakou, point focal Céte d’Ivoire, Fatoumata
Bamba, point focal Guinée Conakry, Monica Labonia et Ma-
madou Lamine Sané, points focaux Sénégal.

Propositions d’amélioration des activités des points focaux
Monica Labonia et Mamadou Lamine Sané proposent une
table ronde publique au musée pour faire connaitre d’abord
le MANSA au Sénégal. Kouakou Marcel souligne que pour
faire connaitre officiellement les Points focaux, les dirigeants
de I’'Association doivent leur délivrer une attestation. Ce do-
cument leur permettra d’étre crédibles aux yeux des autori-
tés universitaires de leur pays respectif. Il demande égale-
ment au Vice-président et au coordonnateur de visiter
chaque point focal afin de renforcer leurs assises aupres des
autorités académiques de leur pays.

Il a été proposé que chaque point focal qui souhaite bénéfi-
cier d’un soutien financier, soumette au conseil exécutif de
MANSA, des TDR originaux portant sur les activités scienti-
fiques prévues (table ronde, atelier de formation, journée
scientifique).

Fatoumata Bamba approuve I'idée de délivrer des attesta-
tions de reconnaissance aux Points focaux ainsi qu’aux ad-
hérents. Selon elle, deux collegues, Siriman Kouyaté et un
autre ont demandé ces éléments de preuve.
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Versions physiques/ versions électroniques de la revue
Mande Studies

Concernant cette question Germaine Taiba opte pour les
versions électroniques de la revue, car elle a rencontré
d’énormes difficultés qui ont entravé la réception des
documents. Pr Alain Joseph SISSAO a indiqué gqu’il contac-
tera le Directeur de 'UFR des Lettres de I'Université de
Cocody pour réceptionner les revues prévues aux col-
legues de la Cote d’Ivoire. Une correspondance sera
adressée au Directeur de 'UFR des lettres, Pr Coulibaly
Adama pour régler cette question.

Fatoumata Bamba pense que les revues des collégues de
la Guinée peuvent transiter par I'lSH de Bamako. A partir
du Mali, Baba Coulibaly pourrait 'acheminer a Kankan,
proche de Bamako.

Pour Monica Labonia, la question de la distribution des
revues est récurrente au Sénégal. Ayant réceptionné des
exemplaires des revues, ces temps-ci en France, elle se
chargera de les transporter au Sénégal.

Les soutiens financiers de la MANSA

Les bourses MANSA ont permis de soutenir le colloque de
Korhogo ainsi que la journée d’étude MANSA a I'INSS. Ces
expériences ont été des succes en dépit des modestes
soutiens financiers prévus par la MANSA. Ludovic Kibora
affirme que ces manifestations sont a sauvegarder, a
poursuivre, car elles permettent une bonne visibilité du
MANSA. Yao Kouakou Marcel abonde dans le méme sens
en soutenant que les activités scientifiques sont des occa-
sions pour faire connaitre la MANSA.

Brandon affirme que ce n’est qu’en 2025-2026 qu’on
peut financer les Points focaux a cause du Colloque de
Bamako cette année.

Mamadou Lamine Sané prone le financement de nos acti-
vités scientifiques. Fatoumata Bamba insiste sur les
lettres d’invitation a envoyer aux communicants pour
leur permettre d’effectuer les formalités de demande
d’ordre de mission pour le voyage.

Le point focal de la Guinée a suggéré I'implication des
points focaux dans I'organisation du colloque de Bamako.
Selon elle, ces derniers peuvent jouer pleinement le réle
de modérateurs, rapporteurs lors de cette grande ren-
contre scientifique. C’'est la seule fagon de les faire con-
naitre.
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Compte rendu de la réunion Zoom entre les points focaux MANSA
et le Vice-Président élu, Alain Joseph Sissao
Samedi 30 Mars 2024 (cont.)

Stratégies de recrutement des nouveaux adhérents

¢ Les propositions faites sur cette question se résument
comme suit :

¢ Faire des correspondances aux différents aux acteurs
africains de I'enseignement supérieur (ministres, prési-
dents d’université, délégués des centres de recherche).

¢ Créer des cellules dans les différentes universités,
centres de recherche pour renforcer la base du MANSA

¢ Créer des réseaux, et des opportunités d’échanges scien-
tifiques aux adhérents et doctorants pour des voyages
d’études et de recherches dans les universités et centres
de recherche de nos adhérents en Afrique de I’'Ouest
(Burkina Faso, Cote d’lvoire, Guinée, Mali, Sénégal, etc.),
en Europe, aux Etats-Unis. Ces réseaux vont jeter les
bases de la mobilité scientifique qui vont amener néces-
sairement les adhérents (chercheurs, enseignants, docto-
rants) a s’engager au MANSA. Nous aurons ainsi la clé du
recrutement de nouveaux adhérents et accroitre le
nombre de MANSAndenw.

Divers

Les participants ont tous félicité I'initiative de cette réunion
et le Vice-Président-élu pour avoir mené les débats de fagon
objective et ouverte pour permettre a tous les Points focaux
de s’exprimer librement.

Pour la Présidence de séance et le Rapport,

Le Vice-Président-élu,
Pr SISSAO Alain Joseph

LES POINTS FOCAUX:

BURKINA FASO

Prof Dr Ludovic Ouhonyioué Kibora est Directeur de re-
cherches en anthropologie sociale et culturelle a I'institut des
sciences des sociétés du centre national de la recherche scien-
tifique et technologie, institut dont il a été le Directeur élu pour
deux mandats de 2015 a 2023. Par ailleurs il enseigne I’Anthro-
pologie dans les universités publiques du Burkina Faso et en-
tretien de nombreuses collaborations de recherche avec des
chercheurs du Nord et du Sud. Spécialiste des questions de
sécurité, religions, changement social et développement. II
est le coordinateur Burkina du Laboratoire d’Anthropologie
comparative engagée et transnational (LACET) présidé par le

Pr Sten Hagberg. Il a a son actif de nombreux articles et ou-
vrages, dont plusieurs co-publications avec Hagberg.
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COTE D'IVOIRE

Taiba Germaine Ainyakou est enseignante-chercheure a
I’'Université Peleforo Gon Coulibaly de Korhogo, départe-
ment de sociologie. Elle est spécialiste sur les questions des
maladies chroniques et des pratiques thérapeutiques. Elle
est co-auteur de « Offres de soins du VIH/SIDA en Céte
d’lvoire. »

GUINEE

Fatoumata Bamba est enseignante-chercheuse a Univer-
sité Julius NYERERE de Kankan, République de Guinée. Doc-
torante a I’'Université des Sciences Sociales et de Gestion
de Bamako. Elle a eu a mener quelques activités de la
MANSA en Guinée qui sont entre autres, faire la connais-
sance de la MANSA sur quelques plate-formes des institu-
tions d'enseignement supérieur, le dépot des revues de la
MANSA dans les bibliotheques de I'université de Kankan et
au ministere de I'enseignement supérieur, de la recherche
scientifique et de l'innovation. Elle a réussi aussi a faire
adhérer certains de ses colléegues enseignants et autres.
Elle vient de publier un livre d'histoire sur I'une des danses
traditionnelles de la société mandingue de Guinée intitulé :
« La Mamaya, un patrimoine culturel et traditionnel de la
société mandingue de Guinée. »

MALI

Baba Coulibaly est maitre de recherche en gégraphie et
directeur général de I'Institut des Sciences Humaines, Bam-
ako. Il travail sur la décentralization et la gouvernance des
ressources en eau. Il est rédacteur en chef de la revue sci-
entifique « Etudes Maliennes» . Il est membre de plusieurs
associations de défense de I'environnement, et le coordi-
nateur du LACET/Mali.

SENEGAL

Mamadou Lamine Sané est docteur en histoire Moderne et
contemporaine. Diplomé en pédagogie, il est enseignant-
chercheur au département d'histoire de I'Université Cheikh
Anta Diop, membre du Laboratoire de Recherche sur I'His-
toire et les Sociétés Africaines (LARHISA) de I'Université
Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar et chercheur associé au Centre
de Recherches sur les Politiques Sociale (CREPQS). Ses re-
cherches portent principalement sur la religion et les sys-
temes politiques précoloniaux dans les sociétés bainunk,
ajamaat et manding de la Sénégambie méridionale ainsi
que sur la présence coloniale dans cette région.

Monica Labonia est membre du Laboratoire de recherche
sur I'histoire et les sociétés africaines (LARHISA), UCAD. Elle
travaille principalement sur le groupe joola-ajamaat
(Sénégal-Guinée-Bissau).Elle s’intéresse en les domaines de
réligion, politique, conflits, environnement.
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Membership Report Rapport d’adhésion

The current membership levels are as follows: Les niveaux d’adhésion actuels sont les suivants:

Africa-based
Africa-based student

US $35 /20,000 FCFA
US $17 /10,000 FCFA

Basé en Afrique US $35 /20,000 FCFA
Etudiant(e) basé en Afrique  US $17 /10,000 FCFA

Student $30 Etudiant(e) S30
Regular (income < $40,000) $40 Régulier (salaire < $40,000) $40
Regular (income > $40,000) $60 Régulier (salaire > $40,000) S60
Bronze Level $100 Niveau Bronze $100
Silver Level $200 Niveau Argent $200
Gold Level $300 Niveau Or $300

A partir de la fin décembre 2024, il y a 159 membres a jour
dans 22 pays, répartis géographiquement en Afrique (62),
en Europe (36), et en Amérique du Nord (58), + Japon (1).

As of the end of December 2024, there are 159 up-to-date
members in 22 countries, distributed geographically in Afri-
ca (62), Europe (36), and North America (58), + Japan (1).

This compares to 118 members in 2023; 105 members in Cela se compare a 118 membres en 2023; et 105 membres
2022; and 174 members in 2021 — another conference en 2022; et 174 membres en 2021 — une autre année de
year. colloque.

MANSA dépend financierement de ses membres actifs;
veuillez donc renouveler promptement et régulierement.

MANSA depends financially on its active membership; so
please renew promptly and regularly.

BY REGION / COUNTRY:

PAR REGION / PAYS:

North America 60 North America 60
United States 58 United States 58
Canada 2 Canada 2
Europe 36 Europe 36
Belgium 4 Belgium 4
Denmark 1 Denmark 1
France 11 France 11
Germany 4 Germany 4
Great Britain 6 Great Britain 6
Italy 1 Italy 1
Netherlands 1 Netherlands 1
Norway 1 Norway 1
Portugal 1 Portugal 1
Sweden 4 Sweden 4
Switzerland 2 Switzerland 2
Africa 62 Africa 62
Burkina Faso 17 Burkina Faso 17
Congo (Brazzaville) 1 Congo (Brazzaville) 1
Cote d’Ivoire 19 Cote d’lvoire 19
Guinea 2 Guinea 2
Mali 17 Mali 17
Morocco 2 Morocco 2
Nigeria 1 Nigeria 1
Senegal 3 Senegal 3
Asia 1 Asia 1
Japan 1 Japan 1
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Current members / Membres a jour, 2024

Joachim Adams

Bissé Blanche Danielle N'guessan Adoh paulo Fernando de Moraes Farias

Taiba Germaine Ainyakou
Assouan Pierre Andredou
Mary Jo Arnoldi

Laura Arntson
Dougoukolo Alpha Oumar Ba Konaré
Yisso Fidele Bacye
Fatoumata Bamba

Ladji Bamba

Stephen Belcher

Marte Beldé

Jody Benjamin

Heidi Bojsen

Catherine Bolten

Sarah Brett-Smith

Joseph Brunet-Jailly
Stephen Bulman

David Conrad

Baba Coulibaly

Gninlnan Hervé Coulibaly
Sara Coulibaly
Tohotanga Coulibaly
Brandon County

Robyn d’Avignon

Paul Davis

Jean-Frédéric de Hasque
Rosa de Jorio

Jean Charles Dede

Anna Dessertine
Amadou Diabate
Naminata Diabate
Asmao Diallo

Kabrane Aristide Djane
Aymar Landry Djopie
Coleman Donaldson
Souleymane Bonheur Doumbia
Youssouf Doumbia
Amalia Dragani

Sainey M. Drammeh
Lucy Duran

Stephen Esquith
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Ablan Anne-Marie Ettien

Lorenzo Ferrarini
Emily Fornof

Till Forster

Barbara Frank
Susan Elizabeth Gagliardi
Bassirou Gaye

Tim Geysbeek
Labassy Gnogno
Devon Golaszewski
Alma Gottlieb
Kathryn Green
Maria Grosz-Ngaté
Sten Hagberg
Boubacar Haidara
Sarah Hardin

Joseph Hellweg
Genevieve Hill-Thomas
Barbara Hoffman
Brennan Persenaire Hogeterp
Joseph Hoover

José da Silva Horta
Pascal Imperato

Jan Jansen

Michelle Johnson
Arsene Kadjo
Mahamadou Kante
Cheikh Salah Keita
Chérif Keita

Daouda Keita
Frangoise Ki-Zerbo
Ludovic Kibora
Martin Klein

Julie Kleinman
Dolores Koenig

Sory Ibrahima Koita
Issiaka Kone

Kassim Kone

Adjara Konkobo
Romaine Konseiga
Yao Marcel Kouakou

ISSUE 76

G. Laurent Koudougou
Sory Ibrahima Kourouma
Monica Labonia
Rachel Laget
Souleymane Lamine
Frederick Lamp

Joe Lauer

Robert Launay

Jessie Luna

Frédérick Madore
Oulia Makkonen
Alessandra Manzini
Aissatou Mbodj-Pouye
Tamba M’bayo

Mark McNaughton
Anais Menard

Jesse Miller

Adjara Millogo

Missa Millogo

Sanne Molenaar
William Moseley

Otha Nash

Tiecoura N’'daou
Séraphin N'goma
Hannah Nelson

Teke Ngomba

Emily Lynn Osborn
Syna Ouattara
Vincent Davy Kacou Oi
Syna Ouattara
Fatoumata Ouattara-Traoré
Adama Ouedraogo
Alizéta Ouedraogo
Soumaila Qulalé
Diegou Ouoba
Kouadio Raphaél Oura
Luca Giuseppe Pes
Elvira Pietrobon
Ibrahima Poudiougou
Charles Riley

Lydia Rouama

Patrick Royer
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Current members / Membres a jour, 2024 (cont.)

Karim Sagna

Dan Sanaren

Kamya Soulama
Barwende Sane
Mamadou Lamine Sané

Jeanne Toungara

Tania Toungouz Névessignsky
Ndiadou Sega Toure

Adama Traore

Amadou Zan Traore

ISSUE 76

Several of this year’s members

are renewing for the first time in

a while, and we’re pleased to

Veronigue Simon Tiecoura Traore Kathryn Green, MANSA's first
Alain Sissao y ¢

Ryan Skinner

Hasna Slamti

Marie Thérese Some
Kamya Soulama

Kando Amédée Soumahoro
Alioune Sow

Jacqueline Sow

Paul Stoller

Althea SullyCole
Mamoudou Sy

Tiemoko Traore

Laura Ann Twagira
Elizaveta Volkova

Bruce Whitehouse

Don Wright

Lassane Yameogo

Eva Yerence

Cyrille Julien Sylvain Yoro
Tongnoma Zongo

Institutional member:

Tal Tamari Herskovits Library of
Madina Thiam African Studies,
Marcia Tiede Northwestern University

Patrice Toé

secretary!, who helped organize
the MANSA conference in Bam-

ako in 1993; Bruce Hall (UC
Berkeley); Joe Lauer (retired,

Michigan State); Emily Lynn Os-

born (University of Chicago).

A big thank-you to these members who have contributed at
the higher ‘metallic’ sponsoring levels (Gold, Silver, Bronze) in 2024:

NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NS N EEEREEEE NN

Mary Jo Arnoldi Chérif Keita

Sarah Brett-Smith Dolores Koenig

David Conrad Ingrid Monson

Paul Davis Hannah Nelson

Barbara Frank Emily Lynn Osborn

Maria Grosz-Ngaté Aly Sanoh

José da Silva Horta Marcia Tiede

Pascal James Imperato Jeanne M. Toungara

Jan Jansen

A A f A A P ¥ P F P Y P f P A P P P  f A P
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Some new members / Quelques nouveaux
membres

Assouan Pierre Andredou

Enseignant-chercheur, Université Félix Houphouét-Boigny,
Département des Sciences du
Langage et I'Institut de Linguis-
tique Appliquée (ILA), Universi-

té Félix Houphouét-Boigny,
Abidjan. Doctorat en descrip-

tion et documentation des

langues africaines. Ses axes de ‘
recherches incluent la descrip-

tion des langues Kwa et la docu-
mentation des langues (en dan- 9\
ger) ivoiriennes. (Lien Acade-
mia.com ici.)

Marte Beldé

PhD candidate at the department of Conflict and Develop-
ment (Ghent University, Belgium), working on the mobility
and expansion of Salafi-Jihadist insurgency in the Sahel, with
a focus on Sikasso (Mali). She examines what social, econom-
ic, and political factors influence conflict expansion. Her field
research in Bamako and Sikasso also prompted critical reflec-
tions on what it means to do “field research” in “dangerous
fields”, and on the production of knowledge of jihadist insur-
gencies.

I would like to plug my first article: Fertile Soil? Rural Young
Men’s Navigation of Changing Environments and the Poten-
tial Expansion of Jihadi Actors in Sikasso, Mali (open access:
https://journals.openedition.org/ried/23302 )

Jean-Frédéric de Hasque

I'm a visual anthropologist. I’'m currently working in Namibia
studying the link between territory and political construction
of the Baster community established since 1870 starting from
the local and traditional government (Kaptein's Raad and
Kaptein's Regering). For my 3rd film “In search of Eldora-

do” (2008), | followed the debates and dissensions between
Malian students, founder of first African Renaudot’s prize
winner Ouologuem’s fan club.
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Asmao Diallo

https://global-studies.doshisha.ac.jp/gs/en/inquiry/inquiry.html
PhD in Global Society Studies from Doshisha University in
Kyoto, Japan, specializing in agricultural studies within the
field of gender and development. Her research spans critical
aspects of agrarian studies including land tenure reform, gen-
der and development policy, land transactions and digitaliza-
tion. Her specific interest lies in examining the roles of agri-
cultural cooperatives in Mali and Japan, shedding light on
their impact on smallholder women farmers' access to and
control over resources, and investigating informal working
conditions in remote rural areas. Currently engaged in post-
doctoral research, Asmao is exploring sustainable natural
resource management and peacebuilding within social groups
in the Sahel region of Africa. Her broader work addresses
women'’s political participation, climate change adaptation,
and the integration of science, technology, innovation, and
sustainable development to enhance rural livelihoods. With
prior experience as a Gender Equality and Women's Empow-
erment Specialist at the United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization (UNIDO) ITPO Tokyo, Asmao has practical
knowledge implementing strategies for gender equality. She
now works as an assistant and researcher at Doshisha Univer-
sity Graduate School of Global Studies.

Aymar Landry Djopie

Doctorant en anglais, Université Jean Lorougnon Guédé de
Daloa.

Jessie Luna

Associate Professor of Sociology at Colorado State University,
specializing in environment, food and agriculture, develop-
ment, and the sociology of race. She holds a PhD from the
University of Colorado at Boulder and a Masters degree in
Development Studies from the Graduate Institute in Geneva,
Switzerland. She served as an agriculture Peace Corps Volun-
teer in the Sikasso region of Mali from 2007-2009, and con-
ducted research on cotton in Burkina Faso as a Fulbright
Scholar in 2016. Luna has recently joined the editorial team at
the Journal of Agrarian Change,
and she is finishing a book on
racial capitalism and agricultural
modernization in the cotton
sector of Burkina Faso. In 2024,
she was awarded the Provost’s
Teaching Scholar award at Colo-
rado State University for excel-
lence in teaching. Elle parle fran-
cais, a be bamanakan fo.



https://global-studies.doshisha.ac.jp/gs/en/inquiry/inquiry.html
https://fhb.academia.edu/AndredouAssouanPierre
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/journals.openedition.org/ried/23302__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XNvxpC3yGDTehWwWfSfSfuXL7y7CnxJlGDTRPfC-FY1ldwWCqBbIaIMOjBiaYSWaOEc4lmWf-uikDAHuHtwqQhAiBU3O$
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Some new members / Quelques nouveaux
membres

N'CHO Brou Hyacinthe

Sociologue de I'éducation et développement, enseignant des
universités et chercheur permanent (Chargé de Recherches
(CAMES) au Centre Ivoirien de Recherches Economiques et
Sociales (CIRES) de I’'Université Félix Houphouét Boigny de
Cocody-Abidjan. Au sein de ladite institution il est membre de
la Cellule genre et éducation.

Il est également membre associé du
Laboratoire d’études et de recherches ~ -
interdisciplinaires en Sciences So-
ciales et Humaines (LERISS) du dépar-
tement de sociologie et de I'UFR des
sciences sociales et Humaines (SHS)
de cette université. Il a suivi ses
études supérieures a I’'Université de
Cocody-Abidjan en Cote d’Ivoire,
avant d’obtenir son doctorat en So-
ciologie et politique éducative dans
cette Université d’Abidjan-Cocody
(Cote d’Ivoire).

Il est aussi titulaire d’une Licence en Anglais, option Ameri-
can Civilization (Civilisation Américaine) obtenue a I’Universi-
té Félix Houphouét Boigny (UFHB) d’Abidjan-Cocody en Céte
d’Ivoire.

Enfin il est expert Consultant en Gestion des Projets et Suivi
Evaluations et membre actif et conseiller principal du prési-
dent dans le Réseau des experts consultants et formateurs en
entreprises (RECFE) basé en Abidjan.

Elvira Pietrobon

I am an architect who graduated from EPFL in Lausanne and |
am currently a PhD student in urbanism at IUAV in Venice.
Since 2018, I've been living and working in Mali, between
Ségou and Bamako. | am a member of the Mieruba collective,
a cultural center and publishing house in Ségou, and | collabo-
rate with the Le Lac de Lassa collective, an agro-cultural cen-
ter in Bamako. My research focuses on the role of peasant
practices in urban and territorial dynamics in southern Mali,
exploring an alternative, decolonial perspective on the ecolo-
gies of the living in this region as elsewhere. (ResearchGate
link here.)
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Ibrahima Poudiougou

Postdoctoral researcher at the Department of International
Environment and Development Studies, Noragric (NMBU) and
member of the ERC-funded Landresponse project. He holds a
double Ph.D. (2023) in Anthro-
pology and African Studies i
(Universita di Torino and Universiteit "6 -

articulations between land-use
conflicts and armed violence in Mali
and the central Sahel, with particular
attention to the appropriation/
dispossession of land resources,
rural migration and armed violence
among rural communities.

Dan Sanaren

Sciences Po Paris. | work on conflict dynamics as well as the
policing of public space.

Althea SullyCole

Assistant professor in Music Research, McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec (faculty page here.) She is an ethnomusi-
cologist and multi-instrumentalist whose primary instrument
is the kora. She studied under korists Yacouba Sissoko and
Edou Manga. She spent three
years studying the kora in Dakar,
where she was a resident artist at
Bois Sakre studios. She has a PhD
in ethnomusicology from Colum-
bia University (2023), and MA in
Music in Development from the
School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London
(2016).

Tania Toungouz Névessignsky

Mon projet de thése porte sur les critiques et mobilisations
sociales contre le postcolonialisme frangais au Sénégal et au
Mali. Il propose d’explorer leurs trajectoires propres placées
dans I'histoire sociopolitique longue du Mali et du Sénégal
aussi bien que les connexions / liens entre les différentes ini-
tiatives dans la sous-région et a I'international notamment a
travers le role des diasporas. Fondé sur de nombreux entre-
tiens avec les militants / sympathisants de différentes organi-
sations, des intellectuels pionniers de ces causes et de
"doyens" dont nous démontrerons le role décisif, ce projet
permettra de comprendre mieux ces mouvements longtemps
méconnus a I'étranger et désormais massivement documen-
tés mais a distance souvent et a travers une couverture par-
tielle (masquant leur historicité ou leurs fondements).


https://www.nmbu.no/om/ansatte/ibrahima-poudiougou
https://www.mcgill.ca/music/althea-sullycole
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Elvira-Pietrobon-2
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Member updates / Mise a jour des membres Fatoumata Bamba

Son livre, La Mamaya a Kankan : un patrimoine culturel
et traditionnel de la so-

Please feel free to send information about your activities, e
ciété mandingue de

publications, etc. to m-tiede@northwestern.edu, for inclu-

sion in a future issue. Guinée, vient d’étre pub- T nans
[ lié par 'Harmattan. Il Mam a
s’agit de I'histoire d’une a Kan yan

N’hésitez pas a envoyer des informations sur vos activités, danse mandingue née a et »

publications, etc. a m-tiede@northwestern.edu, pour in- Kankan vers les années - \

clusion dans un prochain numéro. 1930.

Bon mot de notre prési-

Laura Arnston dent Bill Moseley: “J'ai

hate de lire ce travail
I'm happy to announce that | completed my [second] PhD in traitant un mouvement
Public Health (Global Health) from Oregon State University, clé dans I'histoire de la
College of Health in June 2024. Chapter 2 of my dissertation, vie intellectuelle et poli-
"Factors influencing fever care-seeking for children under five tique de ces deux pays,
years of age in The Gambia: a secondary analysis of 2019-20 Guinée-Mali. “

DHS data," was published in the Malaria Journal, in April
(23:124, https://rdcu.be/dF0g8)

Jody Benjamin

This month (November), | moved to the Island of Mauritius

for a position as a Principal Evaluator with SoCha LLC Jody has moved from UC
(Empowering Social Change)--an organization that provides Riverside to a position as
program monitoring, assessments, Associate Professor of His-
evaluations, research, and learning tory at Howard University.
for USAID missions in East and https://

Central Asia, and East and Central profiles.howard.edu/jody-
Africa and the Sahel. I've been benjamin He has a new
busy in my new job since | landed, book, The Texture of

but | joined work colleagues on a Change: Dress, Self-

boat tour to the south islands and Fashioning and History in
I'm starting to settle in. Western Africa, 1700-1850

(New African History Se- JOBY BENIAMIN
https://rdcu.be/dF0g8)

ries; Ohio University Press,
Laura Arntson, PhD MPH PhD 2024), just published in December.

LauraEvalResearch@gmail.com

Naminata Diabate

(Laura was Secretary-
Treasurer of MANSA in 1. 1 was named one of 10 African scholars to watch in

1994-1997 and 2005- 2024 by The Africa Report.

2012. It’s great to have 2. | was appointed on the Advisory Board of the Africa
this substantial update Institute of the Global Studies University (GSU) in
from her!) Sharjah in the United Arab Emirates

[Also, Naminata Diabate was Women’s Caucus lecturer
at the African Studies Association meeting in Chicago in
December, and ‘emcee’ at the closing Awards ceremo-

ny.]
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https://profiles.howard.edu/jody-benjamin
https://profiles.howard.edu/jody-benjamin
https://profiles.howard.edu/jody-benjamin
https://www.ohioswallow.com/9780821425473/the-texture-of-change/
https://www.theafricareport.com/334013/10-african-scholars-to-watch-in-2024/
https://www.theafricareport.com/334013/10-african-scholars-to-watch-in-2024/
https://www.theafricainstitute.org/people/advisory-board/
https://www.theafricainstitute.org/people/advisory-board/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/rdcu.be/dF0g8__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!SG57D6ok-ewrPihMQpIFzgASeRcInFUe5C9BUZVctrW4qCwWAFthvgXxhvq7J__ZWUiCQK1jEXaHhwLlvePwvv-BBvdCQuc_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/socha.net/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!SG57D6ok-ewrPihMQpIFzgASeRcInFUe5C9BUZVctrW4qCwWAFthvgXxhvq7J__ZWUiCQK1jEXaHhwLlvePwvv-BBlsNCd-I$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/rdcu.be/dF0g8__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!QX2rjxeuV3TfxPfzJDMeh7KDP-f-hV7cB5KNzD8zJPqwvJoncOHoDxx-2dSuPt3xQr7FQuwQTy-8QwSfnqOT4lmc4Wmoj5FU$
mailto:LauraEvalResearch@gmail.com
mailto:m-tiede@northwestern.edu
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Member updates / Mise a jour des membres (cont.) Grosz-Ngaté was able to return to Mali in October-

November. Under the auspices of the Institut des

Coleman Donaldson Sciences Humaines and the Forum of Africa Studies

Videos/Films at the University of Uppsala, Sweden, she conducted
I produced and released 9 free educational videos for Manding a two-part publishing workshop in collaboration with
language learners on the YouTube channel of An ka taa. ISH director Baba Coulibaly and Rosa de Jorio, and

, ' with the support of Amadou Diabaté and Mahama-
Live Online Courses dou Kanté.
| taught 39 students across multiple sections of three live
online courses that | created for students of Bambara/Jula at On a side trip to Ségou with University of Ségou fac-
the Beginner, Advanced Beginner and Intermediate levels. ulty member Lamine Savang, she participated in a
(Being offered again Spring 2025.) research workshop organized by him.

The An Ka Taa platform has a new
“Flashcard Focus” feature for practic-
ing vocabulary.

Genevieve Hill-Thomas

| was recently awarded the ACASA Award for Teach-
ing Excellence in the Early/Mid-Career Teaching cate-
gory. Two of these awards (one for Early/Mid-Career
Teaching and one for Distinguished Teaching) are
awarded every three years at our ACASA (Arts Coun-
cil of the African Studies Association) triennial, so I'm
pretty thrilled about this! :)

And, a T-shirt is now available! here.

Bill Moseley modeling Coleman’s new
T-shirt, “Baasi Te” (‘no problem’).

(Editor’s note: Susan Elizabeth Gagliardi, Emory
University, received the ACASA Distinguished
Teaching Award. Congratulations to both!)

Barbara Frank
José da Silva Horta

Her book, Griot Potters of the Folona (2022), won the top
book award at the Arts Council of the African Studies Associ-
ation (ACASA) triennial conference in Chicago in August.
She has been involved with a major audio-visual digitization
project at the National Museum of Mali (see pages 22-23).

José da Silva Horta won a position as Full Professor of
History at the Faculty of Letters of the University of
Lisbon with his curriculum vitae and a project to de-
velop teaching and research in African history.

He and MANSA member Peter Mark, together with
Carlos Almeida, won the

Grosz-Ngaté continued her research on the Qadiriyya 2024 Arnold Rubin Out-
standing Publication

branches of Ndiassane and Ndankh during a five-week stay
in May-June that also entailed a trip to The Gambia. She Award (multi-authored “:Tm:":f:::fﬁ_
presented a synopsis of her draft article “Rereading the Co- volumes) for excellence
lonial Library: Shaykh Bu Kunta and the Expansion of Islam in  iN scholarship on the arts
Senegambia” at the MANSA conference in Bamako, virtually ~ ©f Africa and the African
because her visa did not arrive on time. She also presented Diaspora, as co-editors

a synopsis of a second draft article “Mobility, Migration, and ~ ©f African Ivories in the
Genealogy in the Construction of Religious Authority: The Atlantic World, 1400-
Qadiri Branches of Ndankh and Ndiassane, Senegal” at the 1900 = Marfins Africa-
ASA annual meeting in Chicago. With Boubacar Haidara nos no Mundo Atlantico,

Maria Grosz-Ngaté (Indiana University)

(Bonn International Centre for Conflict Studies), she orga- 1400-1900 (open access

nized and co-chaired a double panel on “’Crisis’ in the West [link at bottom of page])

African Sahel: Global Narratives and Lived Experience” at (Lisbon, CH-ULisboa, 2021). The award

the Association of African Studies in Germany (VAD) confer- was presented at the 19th ACASA - Arts Council of
ence in Bayreuth, sponsored by the VAD Sahel Committee. the African Studies Association Triennial Symposium

on African Art, held in Chicago (August, 2024).
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Jan Jansen

In February Jan shared his Open Access publication (co-
authored with James R. Fairhead), “Teaming up with ter-
mites—appraising termites’ contributions to earth technolo-
gies in West Africa” (Afriques 14, 2023).

Also in February, he announced completion of the online
publication of volume 1 of Aspects de la Civilisation Man-
dingue, by Djiguiba Damaro Camara (see page 24).

Mahamadou Kante

J'ai quelques nouvelles concernant mon projet sur la santé
maternelle qui pourraient intéresser certains lecteurs. On
trouvera les détails de la derniere activité dans cet article de
blog :

https://mkante.ml/en US/exciting-progress-on-the-healthy-maman-
project-workshop-recap-and-next-steps/

Le site du projet est accessible ici : https://
healthymaman.mkante.ml (in development)

Mahamadou Kante (arriére-plan gauche) avec participants
du projet “Healthy Maman”)

Frédérick Madore

| would like to announce my forthcoming book, Religious
Activism on Campuses in Togo and Benin: Christian and
Muslim Students Navigating Authoritarianism and
Laicité, 1970-2023 (De Gruyter).
https://www.degruyter.com/document/isbn/9783111429182/
html

Although the publication date is the end of March 2025,
it will be published later this month [December] or in
January. It will also be open access.
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Bill Moseley

The open access version of my book, Decolonizing Afri-
can Agriculture, has been published! Read it here.
One may also order paperback copies.

(Bill has a related article, “Africa’s worsening food cri-
sis—it’s time for an agricultural revolution”, published in
The Conversation in December. Une version frangaise,
“La crise alimentaire s’accentue en Afrique: I'heure de la
révolution agricole a sonné”, est aussi disponible ici.)

“Why have so many approaches to farming and food policy failed
in Sub-Saharan Africa? Because, argues William Moseley in this
compelling analysis, of the shortcomings of a prevailing western,
colonial agricultural science that is infused with power and poli-
tics. To tackle food security successfully, the book argues, we
need a non-colonial, indigenous agronomy that creates the social
innovation needed to support
the livelihoods of small-scale
farmers. ... Achieving this
transformation will require
institutional reform at the
global level, of those multilat-
eral and bilateral agencies
involved with farming and
food policy. Written for an
academic and policy reader-
ship, as well those interested
in international food security,
the book is suitable for cours-
es on food politics, agroecolo-
gy and sustainable develop-
ment.”

FOOT WULNTT AGITELOUTGT AN T
SR PO VALAC AL TRARS VISR Y

Willlam G, Mosaley
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Mamadou Lamine Sané Stephen Wooten

Notre article sur la mare Nisaan de Diembéring communé-
ment appelée "ekolong, teen ou puits El Hadj Omar" intitulé
"La mare Nisaan dans I'imaginaire religieux d’El Hadj Omar
Tall en Sénégambie méridionale
du XIXe siécle a nos jours", est
publié dans les actes du colloque
I'Afrique en devenir, tome 1,
sous la direction de Alioune Ba-
dara Diané et Lamine Ndiaye
(série Palabres africaines; L’'Har-
mattan).

Cooking Culture: Women'’s Culinary Agency and Every-
day Creativity in Rural Mali

In this open access book, Stephen Wooten offers a ho-
listic historical ethnography of cooking and female
agency in West Africa, and of the broader cultural and
historical significance of women'’s culinary creativi-

ty. Drawing on archaeological evidence, historical ac-
counts, and extensive ethnographic research, Stephen
Wooten documents and theorizes Malian women'’s
culinary agency. He finds that their cooking not only
transforms raw ingredients into cooked fare, providing
essential physical nourishment, but also helps foster
fundamental values, facilitate elemental family and
community dynamics, and reproduce gender identities
and relations. These findings shed light on the cultural
productivity of cooking within a specific African context
and foster a deeper appreciation for the significance of
culinary dynamics more broadly. The study makes im-
Madina Thiam portant contributions to the fields of African studies,

Madina Thiam a publié une série de trois articles sur le par- anthropology, and “everyday studies”.
cours de I'historienne Bintou Sanankoua, a lire sur Afrique Free download here: https://www.bloomsbury.com/

XXI: us/cooking-culture-9781350382459/

I. Bintou Sanankoua, une femme au coeur de I'Histoire
II. Sur les pas d’Amadou Hampaté B3

IIl. Quand on a des convictions, on ne les change contre
rien!

Marcia Tiede

Her article ““Memory making’: commemoration of the fifti-
eth anniversary of the International Conference on Manding
Studies (London, 1972)” has been published in Africa Bibli-
ography, Research and Documentation, open access. It dis-
cusses the project that began as a special feature for ;
MANSA Kibaru 74, 2022, and provides a little more context ~ Cookmg
around the project and the conference itself. ; Culture

Waomen's Culinary
Agency mnd Everyday

Croativity in Rural Mal

STEPHEN WOOTEN
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Hagberg, S., B. Coulibaly, Y.F. Koné and N. Traoré (eds).
2024. Résistance, alternance, souveraineté: Une
recherche engagée sur la crise et la transition au

In 2024, Sten Hagberg, Uppsala University, particularly fo- Mali. Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies 8. Uppsala :

cused his research with the program Citizen Perspectives on Uppsala University.

Societal Challenges in Mali, and the organization of the 12" Hagbers, 5. 2024. Introduction : Recherche engagée sur la

International Conference on Mande Studies in Bamako 26- crise et la transition au Mali. In Résistance, alter-

Sten Hagberg

29 June 2024, nance, souveraineté: Une recherche engagée sur la
crise et la transition au Mali (eds) S. Hagberg, B.
Funded by the Swedish International Development Coopera- Coulibaly, Y.F. Koné and N. Traoré. Uppsala Papers
tion Agency (Sida), the Perspectives citoyennes des défis de in Africa Studies 8. Uppsala : Uppsala University.
société au Mali program is led by Uppsala University’s Fo- Hagberg, S. 2023. « Vérité et Justice | » : Commémoration
rum for Africa Studies, in collaboration with the Institut des collective et mobilisation sociale au Burkina Faso.
Sciences Humaines, Mali. In 2024, the program sponsored Mande Studies 25 : 81-103.
and co-organized the International Conference on Mande ~ Hagberg, S.2024. Préface. In Réfugié en son propre pays:
Studies in June 2024, including the participation of 25 West Enquéte collective sur les personnes déplacées

internes a Quagadougou (Burkina Faso), par De-
gorce, A, L.O. Kibora, M. Saint-Lary, I. Zidnaba, P.
Fornasetti, |. Bonsa, Y. Cissao, R.B. Dayamba, S.

African researchers, the technical and logistical support to
the Conference hybrid mode, and the conference secretari-

at. Gnessi, M. Kam, A. Nikiema, Uppsala: Uppsala

In addition, two targeted collaborative field studies were University.

carried out on Femmes publiques dans les zones d’insécurité, Kone, B. etS. Hagberg 2024. « C'est a Badalabougou seule-

and on Lorsque les PTF s’en vont... The team included Sten ment qu’on peut le protéger »: Mobilisations et

Hagberg, Yaouaga Félix Koné, Bintou Koné, Lucie Bello, and luttes de jeunes pour et autour de I'lmam Dicko. In

Maichata Coulibaly. Résistance, alternance, souveraineté: Une re-
cherche engagée sur la crise et la transition au

In December 2024, the 2024 Sahel Symposium was hosted Mali (eds) S. Hagberg, B. Coulibaly, Y.F. Koné and

by Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies on the N. Traoré. Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies 8.

theme Citizen Perspectives on Societal Challenges. The Sym- Uppsala : Uppsala University.

posium was organized in two conference venues in Uppsala Hagberg, S. et L.O. Kibora (eds) 2023. Le Sahel (en)quéte de

and Bamako, and with a Zoom connection. changement: Des citoyens qui font face aux crises.

Special Issue. Mande Studies 25.

Hagberg, S. et L.O. Kibora 2023. Le Sahel (en)quéte de
changement : Des citoyens qui font face aux
crises. Mande Studies 25 : 9-18.

Sahel Symposium: Elvis
Tambe, Linnéuniversite-
tet, and Véronique Si-
mon, Uppsala universi-
tet, with colleagues
following from Bamako
(Felix Koné, Lucie Bello,
Amadou Diabate et al.)

Sten Hagberg, Fatou-
mata Ouattara, and
Ludovic Kibora.
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Sten Hagberg, Baba Coulibaly, Yaouaga Félix Koné et

N’gna Traoré (dir.)

Nous avons le plaisir d’annoncer la parution de notre
ouvrage collectif Résistance, alternance, souveraineté :
Une recherche engagée sur la crise et la transition au
Mali, sous la direction de S. Hagberg, B. Coulibaly, Y.F.

Koné et N. Traoré (Uppsala Pa-
pers in Africa Studies 8), est pu-
blié. Il est produit collectivement
— mais avec des chapitres
d’auteur spécifique — sous la di-
rection de Sten Hagberg, Baba
Coulibaly, Yaouaga Félix Koné et
N’gna Traoré. D’autres auteurs
sont Fatoumata Camara, Bintou
Koné, Ludovic Kibora, Almamy
Sylla, Sidy Diallo, Fanta Traoré et
Salimata Coulibaly.

L'ouvrage propose une ethnogra-
phie politique contemporaine sur
la mobilisation populaire qui a
conduit a la chute du défunt pré-
sident Ibrahim Boubacar Keita en
2020. Il s'agit d'une analyse fine
et détaillée des différents mou-
vements et factions qui ont joué
un roéle clé dans la mobilisation,
avant la prise du pouvoir par I'ar-
mée le 18 ao(t 2020.

Comme toujours, nos publica-

tions sont accessibles gratuitement en ligne ou peuvent
également étre achetées en version imprimée:
https://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-530823
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We have the immense pleasure to announce the

Résistance, alternance,
souveraineté

Une recherche engagée sur la crise
et la transition au Mali

Sous Ls dicection de Seen Hagherg, Balss Conilihaly
Yauuusgs Felts Kené et Ngna Trued

hard copy:

Téléchargez ici : https://uu.diva-portal.org/smash/get/

publication of collective, engaged research entitled
Résistance, alternance, souveraineté : Une recherche
engagée sur la crise et la transition au Mali, (eds.) S.
Hagberg, B. Coulibaly, Y.F. Koné and N. Traoré (Uppsala

Papers in Africa Studies 8), 2024.
It is produced collectively, under
the direction of Sten Hagbert,
Baba Coulibaly, Yaouga Félix Ko-
né et N'gna Traoré. Contributors
with specific chapters are
Fatoumata Camara, Baba
Coulibaly, Salimata Coulibaly,
Sidy Diallo, Sten Hagberg,
Ludovic O. Kibora, Bintou Koné,
Yaouaga Félix Koné, Almamy
Sylla, Fanta Traoré et N’gna
Traoré.

The study proposes a political
ethnography on the popular mo-
bilization that led to the fall of
the former President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keita in 2020. Itis a
fine-grained and detailed analysis
of the different movements and
factions that were key to the mo-
bilization, prior the military take-
over on 18 August 2020.

As usual, our publications are

freely accessibly online, and can also be purchased as

https://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-530823

diva2:1866910/FULLTEXT02.pdf
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Radio Rurale de Kayes
Aissatou Mbodj-Pouye

Nous avons le plaisir de vous annoncer que la Radio Rurale
de Kayes (Mali), ouverte en 1988, a mis en ligne une partie
de ses archives sonores. Une collection de 943 documents
est désormais accessible ici.

Vous pouvez accéder a la collection de musique recueillie
sur le terrain [493 morceaux] en cliquant ici. Vous trouverez
la collection d'émissions en 4 langues (soninké, khassonké,
bambara et peul) [450 émissions] ici.

Plusieurs options de tri, par langue ou localité notamment,
sont proposées. Les descriptions sont disponibles en fran-
cais et en anglais.

Le programme de numérisation (2021-2024) a été porté par
I'Association des Radiodiffuseurs de la Région de Kayes
(ARKDR) et financé par le programme sur les archives en
danger (MEAP) de la Bibliotheque de UCLA. Il a été conduit
par une équipe dont vous trouverez le détail le site du pro-

jet. Vous trouverez également plus d'information sur le pro-

jetici.

Pour plus de détails, n'hésitez pas a contacter la coordina-
trice scientifique du projet Aissatou Mbodj-Pouye
(mbodj@cnrs.fr). Si des collegues ou étudiant.es sont inté-
ressé.es, nous pourrons prévoir un échange en visioconfé-
rence présentant la collection et ses potentialités en termes
de recherche et d'enseignement.

We are pleased to announce that Radio Rurale de Kayes
(Mali), a radio station opened in 1988, now shares part
of its sound archives online. A collection of 943 items is
available here.

You can access the collection of musical field recordings
[493 pieces] here. You can find the collection of broad-
casts in 4 languages (Soninke, Kassonke, Bambara and
Peul) [450 broadcasts] here.

You will be able to sort the collection by language or
locality in particular. The documentation is in French and
in English.

The digitizing program (2021-2024) had been operated
by the Association des Radiodiffuseurs de la Région de
Kayes (ARKDR) and funded by the Modern Endangered
Archives Program (MEAP) of UCLA Library. It has been
implemented by a team which is introduced on the pro-
ject’s website. You can read more about the pro-

ject here.

For more details, feel free to reach Aissatou Mbodj-
Pouye (mbodj@cnrs.fr), the project scientific coordina-
tor. In case colleagues or students are interested, we
could organize an online meeting to present the collec-
tion and its potentialities in terms of research and teach-

ing.
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National Museum of Mali audio-visual archives digitization project

Report from Barbara Frank

Our grant from UCLA’s Modern Endangered Archive Pro-  Notre projet de numérisation des archives pho-

gram to digitize a selection of slides and negatives from tographiques analogiques du Musée national du Mali
the National Museum of Mali’s Audio-Visual Archives is est officiellement lancé. Restez a I'écoute pour décou-
moving ahead. We are in the process of selecting about vrir des images étonnantes du patrimoine culturel du
4,000 out of some 45,000 images for open access Mali, mais laissez-nous un peu de temps car nous ex-
through UCLA’s Digital Library, accompanied by robust aminerons quelque 45 000 images pour en sélection-
metadata. At this stage | can report that | am impressed ner environ 4 000 pour acces libre sur la plateforme

by the level of professionalism reflected in the archive in ~ de la bibliotheque numérique de I'UCLA.
both the quality of the images as well as the documen-
tation of the contexts that were recorded at the time.

LA

%;
;r'

4 . . [ 4
'J'l:"““. RGeS ‘ X T Project website.
MEAP project team members Daouda Keita (museum
director), Joseye Tienro, Safiatou Sangare, and Rene "
Azar met with Rachna Korhonen, American Ambassador R, =

to Mali, in June of 2024.

UCLA

Funded Projects ¢« Sraserving Heritage: Aralog images from the Nationsl Museum of Mal's
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https://meap.library.ucla.edu/projects/preserving-heritage-analog-images-from-the-national-museum-of-malis-audio-visual-archive/
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National Museum of Mali audio-visual archives digitization project — some examples

Visite d'Etat du président Moussa Traoré
et du président yougoslave Sergej
Kraigher au Musée national, peu de
temps apres son ouverture officielle et
son exposition inaugurale. © Photo-
graphie de Georges Meurillon pour le
Musée National du Mali, mars 1982.

Ceremonie de cloture des manifestations du
djo, Denyekoro, Dioila, Mali. © Photographie
de A. Racine Keita pour le Musée National du
Mali, decembre 1982.

Délégation de griots de Kela a
l'assemblée des griots de Kita,
dont Balla Diabaté et Yamourou
Diabaté. © Photographie de
Cheick Oumar Keita pour le
Musée national du Mali, avril
1985.

/
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Aspects de la Civilisation Mandingue

From Jan Jansen, Feb. 22, 2024 (email)

I am happy to inform you about the online publication
of Part 1 of "ASPECTS DE LA CIVILISATION MAN-
DINGUE" by Djiguiba Damaro Camara (1882-1963) and
"enrichi" (with more than 2,000 pages) by his son Daou-
da Damaro Camara (b. 1941). Part | offers extraordinary
and detailed ethnographic and historical data, among
other things:

-a 400 (!!) page chapter on Maninka/Mande marriage

- an analysis of "contre-pouvoir" in Mande, explained
and illustrated by numerous case studies on the Sekou
Toure era

- a 100 page hitherto unpublished version of
"Kurukanfugan"

- an extensive history of the Camara / Diomandé, with
much attention for "Moussadou(gou)"

For some historiographic background information and
links to the online texts, see: https://
www.leidenanthropologyblog.nl/articles/the-longest-

ethnography
If you have any questions or want more information

about this stunning source for Mande studies, please let
me know at jansenj@fsw.leidenuniv.nl

Response from David Conrad:

This is great news. The Damaro material has been like a
tantalizing rumor floating around Guinea for a long time
and it’s amazing to learn it will finally be available. I'm
amazed that you’ve gotten this done so soon. I've for-
warded your message to Tim Geysbeek in Nigeria to
make sure he knows about it. This is a fine accomplish-
ment, and you deserve a lot of credit for facilitating it.

Response from Tim Geysbeek:

Great job! Thanks to you and others for investing so
much time and resources to bring this significant work
to fruition! | believe this video clip goes with the
presentation of the book:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i52 Ix3pXCk.
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Jansen gives a succinct ver- | e

sion of the history behind |

this project in his blog post, |

“The longest ethnogra- :

phy” (Feb. 16, 2024). N e
F- 9

Elara Bertho discovered a :-”
110-page typescript in the L
archive of Yves Person, ’ :
“Essai d’Histoire Locale,” .

¢ —

r
A

k-

—

author Djiguiba Camara. ;

She worked with Marie
Rodet to track down the < .

author’s family, in order to 3 it '_ o o
get permission for them to = s 4
publish the text in the se-
ries African Sources for

African History (Brill), for
which Jansen is an editor.

Djiguiba Camara and Daouda
Damaro Camara, 1962 (from
Jansen’s blog post).

When they did locate the family in Damaro, Guinea, they
learned that the work had ‘grown’ to 2,500 pages — contin-
ued on by the author’s son, Daouda Damaro Camara, as a
promise to his father. The

family wanted the full two-

Volume Work to be pub- ASPECTS DE LA CIVILISATION

MANDINGUE

lished. Jansen proposed that Tor
. |l:l‘l‘l\:l\l‘"‘lll\I."L\“K‘lll:{v"“lz“l‘»lﬂl
he would see to the entire e oy e e
work being published, and par
DAMARO DIONTAN INICUIBA
Bertho and Rodet would CAMARA

{1882-193)

have permission to publish
the original typescript. That
was agreed to, and Jansen
visited the family in 2018 to
formalize the agreement, to
publish the full work as an
online publication.

It atcrhl prbservd, ome e ot rédhkat e s (e

DADUDA DAMARD CAMARA

The original 1955 typescript
was published by Bertho
and Rodet in 2020, in
French with an English
translation, and is available
via open access as well as
paperback.
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Report from the 12" International Conference on Mande Studies, 26-29 June 2024, Bamako

(This is a revision of the report that Sten Hagberg sent out
shortly after the conference.)

Our jointly organized conference on Mande Studies on
“Towards a Decolonization of Knowledges in West Africa:
History, Actors, and Productions” was a formidable success.
As organizers we are happy and exhausted at the same time.
In my capacity of President of the Conference Executive Com-
mittee, and Past President of the MANSA, | would like to
summarize some high points.

Between 26 and 29 June 2024, the 12" International Confer-
ence on Mande Studies was jointly organized by Uppsala Uni-
versity’s Forum for Africa Studies, the Mande Studies Associ-
ation (MANSA), the Institut des Sciences Humaines (ISH), and
the Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Comparative, Engagée et
Transnationale (LACET) with substantial support from the
Citizen Perspectives on Societal Challenges in Mali — a pro-
ject that is funded by the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (Sida) through the Embassy of Sweden in

Mali. The most substantial financial, personnel, and logistical
support was provided by the project Citizen Perspectives on
Societal Challenges in Mali led by Uppsala University’s Forum
for Africa Studies in collaboration with Institut des Sciences
Humaines. The project support included 1) full hybrid tech-
nical equipment, 2) travel, hotel and conference participation
of 25 West African scholars, 3) hiring of conference secretary
and coordinators, and 3) most running costs of the confer-
ence.

The Conference was organized at the ISH in Bamako, Mali,
but was also implemented online, in a hybrid mode. Out 170
submissions, some 130 papers were accepted; 100 papers
were presented in situ, and 30 online.

The conference was officially opened by the representative
of the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research.
Her Excellency the Ambassador of Sweden in Mali, Ms. Kristi-
na Kihnel, made important remarks at the Opening, followed
by a Conference Plenary Remarks on how to decolonize the
knowledges delivered by Prof. Sten Hagberg. Around 250
people attended the first day, and the total number of
unique participants attending the conference were 700. As
far as | know, this is the biggest number of participants
attending a MANSA Conference!

Researchers presenting their work are based in the following
countries: Mali, Burkina Faso, Senegal, Sweden, Cote d’lvoire,
Italy, Guinea, Belgium, France, Tanzania, USA, Germany, Nor-
way, Japan, Great Britain, and Switzerland.
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On Saturday 29 June just after the Official Closure, partici-
pants went to La Nuit de la MANSA to eat at Tantie
Choco’s outdoors restaurant in Torokorobougou and to
dance at Songhoy night club.

In addition to the Conference itself, two Workshops were
hosted the days before the Conference: on Academic
Writing on 20 June, and on the Trajectories of West Afri-
can Female Researchers on 24 June.

The most rewarding thing is that all the ISH staff whole-
heartedly committed themselves to the conference.
Thanks to MANSA Officers and MANSA members, Uppsa-
la University representatives, and LACET-members.
Thanks to the four Coordinators who played key roles at
the heart of the organization: Dr. Amadou Diabaté, and
Dr. Mahamadou Kante, both at the Institut des Sciences
Humaines, and Dr. Nadia Lovell, and Dr. Oulia Makkonen,
both at Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies.
Greetings also to my fellow members of the Conference
Executive Committee: Dr. Baba Coulibaly, director general
of the ISH, and Prof. William Moseley, MANSA President!
WE DID IT!

| cannot end this message without addressing my sincere
thanks to all conference participants in situ and/or online
who engaged actively by sharing their work. I ni ce
kosebe !

Cordially.
Sten Hagberg

Président du Comité Exécutif du Colloque, ancien prési-
dent de la MANSA

Album of conference photos, created by Mahamadou
Kante : https://arvel.pixieset.com/mansa2024/

Photos in the Facebook feed: https://www.facebook.com/

MANSA25/

An article about the conference by Alain Joseph Sis-
sao, Vice President of MANSA, was published online
at lefaso.net; here is the link.
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Rapport du 12°™

(Il s'agit d'une révision du rapport que Sten Hagberg a envoyé peu
de temps apres la conférence.)

Notre colloque international des Etudes Mandé, conjointe-
ment organisé sur le theme « Vers une décolonisation des
savoirs en Afrique de I’Ouest : histoire, acteurs et productions
» fut un véritable succés. Nous les organisateurs sommes
heureux et épuisés en méme temps. En ma capacité du prési-
dent du comité exécutif du colloque et de I'ancien président
de la MANSA, je voudrais résumer quelques points forts.

Du 26 au 29 juin 2024, le 12°™ Colloque International des
Etudes Mandé a été organisée conjointement par le Forum
for Africa Studies de I’'Université d’Uppsala, I’Association des
Etudes Mandé (MANSA), I'Institut des Sciences Humaines
(ISH), et le Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Comparative, Enga-
gée et Transnationale (LACET) avec un soutien substantiel du
projet Perspectives citoyennes des défis de société au Mali
qui est financé par I’Agence suédoise de coopération interna-
tionale au développement (Asdi) a travers I’Ambassade de
Suéde au Mali. Le soutien financier, personnel et logistique le
plus important a été fourni par le projet Perspectives ci-
toyennes sur les défis sociétaux au Mali mené par le Forum
pour les études africaines de I’'Université d’Uppsala en colla-
boration avec I'Institut des Sciences Humaines. Le soutien du
projet comprenait 1) un équipement technique entierement
hybride, 2) les voyages, I'hotel et la participation a la confé-
rence de 25 universitaires ouest-africains, 3) I'embauche du
secrétaire et des coordinateurs de la conférence, et 3) la plu-
part des frais de fonctionnement de la conférence.

Le colloque était organisé a I'Institut des Sciences Humaines
a Bamako, Mali, mais aussi en ligne, en mode hybride. Sur
170 propositions de communications recues, 130 ont été
acceptées ; 100 communications ont été présentées in situ et
30 en ligne.

Le colloque a été officiellement ouvert par le représentant du
Ministre de I'Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche
scientifique. Son Excellence I’Ambassadeur de la Suéde au
Mali, Mme Kristina Kiihnel, a prononcé un discours important
lors de I'ouverture de la conférence, suivie d’une conférence
introductive pléniere sur comment décoloniser les savoirs
prononcée par le professeur Sten Hagberg de |’Université
d’Uppsala. Environ 250 personnes ont assisté a la premiére
journée et le nombre total de participants uniques partici-
pant au colloque est estimé a 700. A ma connaissance, c’est
le plus grand colloque de la MANSA en termes de partici-
pants.
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Les chercheurs présentant leurs travaux sont basés dans
les pays suivants : le Mali, le Burkina Faso, le Sénégal, |a

Suede, la Cote d’lvoire, I'ltalie, la Guinée, la Belgique, la

France, la Tanzanie, les USA, I'Allemagne, la Norvege, le

Japon, la Grande-Bretagne et la Suisse.

Le samedi 29 juin, juste aprés la cloture officielle, les par-
ticipants se sont rendus a La Nuit de la MANSA pour man-
ger au restaurant en plein air de Tantie Choco a Toroko-
robougou et danser a la boite de nuit Songhoy.

En plus du colloque lui-méme, deux ateliers ont été orga-
nisés les jours le précédant : sur la rédaction scientifique
le 20 juin et sur les trajectoires des chercheures ouest-
africaines le 24 juin.

En somme, le plus gratifiant a été que tout le personnel
de I'lISH s’est pleinement engagé dans le colloque. Merci
aux dirigeants et membres de la MANSA, aux représen-
tants de I'Université d’Uppsala et aux membres du LACET.
Un grand merci spécial aux quatre coordonnateurs qui
ont joué des réles clés au coeur de I'organisation : Dr.
Amadou Diabaté et Dr. Mahamadou Kante, Institut des
Sciences Humaines, et Dr. Nadia Lovell, et Dr. Oulia Mak-
konen, Forum for Africa Studies de I'Université d'Uppsala.
Salutations a mes collégues membres du Comité Exécutif
du Colloque : Dr. Baba Coulibaly, directeur général de
I'ISH et Prof. William Moseley, président de la MANSA.
ON A REUSSI LE PARI !

Je ne pourrai terminer sans remercier tous les partici-
pants in situ et/ou en ligne qui ont activement participé
en partageant leurs travaux ! I ni ce kasebe !

Cordialement.

Sten Hagberg
Président du Comité Exécutif du Colloque, ancien prési-
dent de la MANSA

Album photos de la conférence, réalisé par Mahamadou
Kanté : https://arvel.pixieset.com/mansa2024/

Photos sur le fil de Facebook : https://
www.facebook.com/MANSA25/

Une article sur la conférence par Alain Joseph Sis-
sao, Vice-Président de MANSA, a été publié en ligne
sur lefaso.net; voici le lien.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/MANSA25/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZ-QD5FgE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/MANSA25/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZ-QD5FgE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.afrikastudier.uu.se/en/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZNIimfBg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.afrikastudier.uu.se/en/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZNIimfBg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/mandestudies.org/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZW1h7Uoc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/mandestudies.org/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZW1h7Uoc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.ish-mali.ml/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZyK6e-Jg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.ish-mali.ml/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZyK6e-Jg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.lacet.org/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZKE8QWWM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.lacet.org/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZKE8QWWM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.afrikastudier.uu.se/en/project/citizen-perspectives-in-mali/__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!WrOu1numFSKPu_-QGd_kcj_Gooo5p56GkgC0X1TWjIgH-A2xGF43E3pjtTz7mAs39nlSrTwLeTCElTaMzvVSVowZM3pgPtQ$
https://lefaso.net/spip.php?article131726&fbclid=IwY2xjawIdPGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVgZg4hjOXXSjdMrkdao4_6e-lj_WUi372Fw9oldO7xUOS9mp4_FU2k4iA_aem_ovvkpb9ZoryvURnAyxhqEghttps://lefaso.net/spip.php?article131726&fbclid=IwY2xjawIdPGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVgZg4hjOXXSj
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12" International Conference on Mande Studies, 26-29 June 2024, Bamako
Reception at the Swedish Embassy

With Swedish ambassador Kristina Kiihnel, the assistant
American ambassador and the Japanese ambassador. The
embassy was already ordered to close in fall 2024, but the
ambassador was ordered to leave the country on short notice
in August.

|
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Université Peleforo Gon Coulibaly, Korhogo, Cote d’lvoire, July 2024
Marcia Tiede

J'ai visité I'Université Peleforo Gon Coulibaly de Korhogo (fondée en
2012-2013) début juillet 2024, aprés la conférence de Bamako. L'univer-
sité était auparavant un centre de recherche. Mon objectif principal
était de remettre le nouveau numéro de Mande Studies a notre point
focal ivoirien, Taiba Germaine Ainyakou ; mais elle était a Abidjan. Je ne
I’avais pas prévenue car j'allais de toute fagon étre dans la région, pour
visiter le village ou j’avais vécu quatre décennies plus tét. Aristide
Djane, professeur d’anthropologie a I’'UPGC que je venais de rencontrer
a la conférence de Bamako, et qui devait également partir pour Abidjan
juste aprés mon arrivée a Korhogo, a pris des dispositions pour qu’un
doctorant, Ulrich Nianzou, me guide. Dr Yacouba Fanny, enseignant-
chercheur spécialiste des Traditions et Education, m’a fait visiter la
bibliotheque, avec son nouvel « American Space ». En bas a gauche, le
directeur de I'« American Space ». En bas a droite, mon guide, Ulrich
Nianzou, et une étudiante qui parlait un peu anglais. A droite, les theses
sont en cours de traitement a la bibliotheque ; elles sont toutes reliées.
Ils sont intéressés a les rendre disponibles en version électronique.

- | ——
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Mande Studies—journal update
from Joseph Hellweg and Patrick Royer,
Co-Editors-in-Chief

Mande Studies: The Journal of the
Mande Studies Association is an inter-
disciplinary journal publishing original
research that focuses on the Mande-
speaking peoples of West Africa and
the Mande community in diaspora,
from slavery to the post-colony. Mande
Studies is published annually by Indiana
University Press, and is one of the few
US-based journals publishing articles in
both French and English. Current MAN-
SA members receive their yearly volume of the journal,
as well as online access to the complete collection of
Mande Studies via Project MUSE.

—

Beginning with volume 26, Joseph Hellweg (Florida
State University), an anthropologist and religion scholar
of Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Mali, and Patrick Royer
(Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute), an anthropologist
and specialist on Burkina Faso trained in both French
and American academic traditions, have assumed the
role of co-editors-in chief. The editorial collective as-
sembled by the previous editor, Rosa de Jorio, includes
our new managing editor, Jesse Miller; Bruce
Whitehouse (Lehigh University), an anthropologist and
political observer of Mali; and Alioune Sow (Uni-versity
of Florida), a literature and film scholar of francophone
West Africa. Meridith Murray and Cyndy Brown curate
the copy-editing of English texts and formatting of
French texts.

Mande Studies features a thematic dossier and a sec-
tion titled General Articles, to encourage broader mem-
bers’ participation. Additional sections comprise a
Special Feature and Research Notes, enabling the publi-
cation of shorter pieces covering hot topics and recent
developments in West Africa. Since volume 23, Mande
Studies also includes a Book Review section, led by
Bruce Whitehouse.

Volume 25 featured a dossier on “Le Sahel (en)quéte

de changement : Des citoyens qui font face aux crises,”
co-edited by Sten Hagberg and Ludovic Ouhonyioué
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Kibora. Other contributors are Sidy Barry,
Bintou Koné, Adjara Konkobo, N’gna

| Traoré, Oumar Sidibé, Sékou Camara, and
Baba Coulibaly. It concludes with a book
review by Bruce Whitehouse of Lisa Fed-
er’s Jeliya at the Crossroads : Learning Afri-
can Wisdom through an Embodied Prac-
tice.

il The latest volume of Mande Studies
(volume 26) opens with a dossier on

“Mediatization and Gatekeeping in a Context of Insecu-
rity in the Sahel” with a comprehensive introduction by
the coordinator of the dossier, Heidi Bojsen, and her
collaborators. Contributions include works by Heidi
Bojsen and Ismael Compaoré; Esther Konsimbo and
Boukari Ouedraogo; Marcel Bagaré; Amado Kaboré;
Souleymane Lamine; Waliyu Karimu; and Eric K.
Hahonou. Following the dossier is a tribute to Toumani
Diabaté, the famous Malian kora player, written by Lu-
cy Duran. The volume also includes an article by Wil-
liam Moseley on the difficulties of virtual participation
in conferences. It concludes with a review of Jean-Loup
Amselle’s Critique de la raison animiste, and a review of
Moussa Sow’s L’Etat de Segu et ses chefferies au XVllle
et XIXe siécles by Patrick Royer.

The editorial collective of Mande Studies heartily soli-
cits our fellow members’ participation in the life of the
journal as contributors and peer reviewers. Please con-
sider submitting your work to Mande Studies as indivi-
dual papers or as suggestions for dossiers or special
features. We also welcome film or book reviews. To
submit your manuscripts:

¢ Carefully follow the style guide and submission gui-
delines, available on the websites of MANSA
(English and French) and Indiana University Press.

0 Use the submission portal, https://iupress.org/
journals/mandestudies/ (preferred submission
method)

¢ Or, send it via email to Patrick Royer, patroyer64@
gmail.com, or Joseph Hellweg, jhellweg@fsu.edu.

¢ Expect a process of review and resubmission.



http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ENGAuthor-guidelines.pdf
http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Directives-a%CC%80-l%E2%80%99intention-des-auteurs-publiant-des-travaux-scientifiques-dans-la-revue-E%CC%81tudes-Mande%CC%81-2541.pdf
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/submissions#onlineSubmissions
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Mande Studies—mise a jour de
la revue par Joseph Hellweg et Patrick
Royer, co-rédacteurs-en-chef

Mande Studies: The Journal of the
Mande Studies Association est une re-
vue interdisciplinaire publiant des re-
cherches originales qui se concentrent
sur les peuples de langue mandé
d’Afrique de I'Ouest et la communauté
mandé de la diaspora, de I'esclavage a
la post-colonie. Mande Studies est pub-
lié chaque année par Indiana University
Press, et c’est une des rares revues
ameéricaines a publier des articles en frangais et en an-
glais. Les membres actuels de MANSA recgoivent leur vol-
ume annuel de la revue ainsi qu'un acces en ligne a la
collection compléte de Mande Studies via Project MUSE.

A partir du volume 26, Joseph Hellweg (Florida State
University), anthropologue et spécialiste des religions
de la Cote d’lvoire, de la Guinée et du Mali, et Patrick
Royer (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute), anthropologue
et spécialiste du Burkina Faso formé dans les traditions
académiques francaises et américaines, assument le réle
de co-rédacteurs en chef. Le collectif éditorial réuni par
la précédente rédactrice en chef, Rosa de Jorio, com-
prend notre nouveau secrétaire de redaction, Jesse Mil-
ler ; Bruce Whitehouse (Lehigh University), anthropo-
logue et observateur politique du Mali ; et Alioune Sow
(University of Florida), spécialiste de la littérature et du
cinéma de I’Afrique de I'Ouest francophone. Meridith
Murray et Cyndy Brown assurent la révision des textes
et la mise en forme des textes francais.

Mande Studies propose un dossier thématique et une
section intitulée Articles Généraux pour encourager une
plus large participation des membres. Des sections sup-
plémentaires comprennent un dossier spécial et des
notes de recherche, permettant la publication d’articles
plus courts couvrant des sujets d’actualité et des dé-
veloppements récents en Afrique de I’Ouest. Depuis le
volume 23, Mande Studies comprend également une sec-
tion de critique de livres dirigée par Bruce Whitehouse.

Volume 25 comportait un dossier sur « Le Sahel (en)
guéte de changement : Des citoyens qui font face aux
crises », co-édité par Sten Hagberg et Ludovic Ouhon-
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yioué Kibora. Les autres contributeurs sont
Sidy Barry, Bintou Koné, Adjara Konkobo,
N'gna Traoré, Oumar Sidibé, Sékou Camara
et Baba Coulibaly. Il se termine par une cri-
tique de Bruce Whitehouse sur Jeliya at the
Crossroads : Learning African Wisdom
through an Embodied Practice de Lisa Feder.

Le dernier volume de Mande Studies
(volume 26) s’ouvre avec un dossier sur «
Médiatisation et contréle d’acces dans un
contexte d’insécurité au Sahel » avec une
introduction détaillée de la coordinatrice
du dossier, Heidi Bojsen, et de ses collabo-
rateurs. Les contributions comprennent des travaux de
Heidi Bojsen et Ismael Compaoré ; Esther Konsimbo et
Boukari Ouedraogo ; Marcel Bagaré ; Amado Kaboré ;
Souleymane Lamine ; Waliyu Karimu ; et Eric K. Hahonou.
Le dossier est suivi d’'un hommage a Toumani Diabaté, le
célebre joueur de kora malien, écrit par Lucy Duran. Le
volume comprend également un article de William Mose-
ley sur les difficultés de la participation virtuelle aux
conférences. |l se termine par une critique de Critique de
la raison animiste de Jean-Loup Amselle et une critique
de L’Etat de Segu et ses chefferies au XVllle et XiXe siécles
de Moussa Sow par Patrick Royer.

Le collectif éditorial de Mande Studies sollicite chaleu-
reusement la participation de nos confreres membres a la
vie de la revue en tant que contributeurs et pairs
évaluateurs. Veuillez envisage de soumettre votre travail a
Mande Studies sous forme d’articles individuels ou de sug-
gestions de dossiers ou d’articles spéciaux. Nous acceptons
également les critiques de films ou de livres. Pour
soumettre vos manuscrits:

¢ Suivez attentivement le guide de style et les directives
de soumission, disponibles sur les sites Web de
MANSA (anglais et francais) et Indiana University
Press.

¢ Utilisez le portail de soumission, https://iupress.org/
journals/mandestudies/ (méthode de soumission pré-
férée)

¢ Ou, envoyez-le par courriel a Patrick Royer, pa-
troyer64@ gmail.com, ou Joseph Hellweg, jhell-
weg@fsu.edu.
Attendez-vous a un processus d’examen et de nouvelle
soumission.



http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ENGAuthor-guidelines.pdf
http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Directives-à-l’intention-des-auteurs-publiant-des-travaux-scientifiques-dans-la-revue-Études-Mandé-2541.pdf
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/login?source=%2Fiupjournals%2Findex.php%2Fmandestudies%2Fsubmissions#onlineSubmissions
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/login?source=%2Fiupjournals%2Findex.php%2Fmandestudies%2Fsubmissions#onlineSubmissions
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MANSA at African Studies Association (ASA) 67th Annual Meeting

Theme: Global Africa
December 12-14, 2024, Chicago, Illinois

MANSA-sponsored panels:

AfricaNow! France’s colonial heritage and its role as
mediator in conflicts in West Africa in the 1990s:
internationalisation and local tensions. Analysis of the
cases of Mali and Senegal

Group presentation chair: Monica Labonia [MANSA],
Université Gaston Berger Saint-Louis du Sénégal
Sponsored by: Mande Studies Association

Mamadou Lamine Sane [MANSA], Université Cheikh
Anta Diop

Amadou Beidy Sow, Indiana University

AfricaNow! Recent Outbreaks of Anti-Queer Violence
in Cote d’lvoire: Perspectives from Queer Ivorian Activ-
ists

(co-sponsored with Queer African Studies Association)
Group presentation chair: Joseph Hellweg [MANSA],
Florida State University

Other MANSA participation:

Decolonial Approaches to Health and Medicine in/of/
from Africa

“Of Diseases, Peoples, and Localities: Sierra Leone’s Epi-
demics in History, 1787-2015"

Tamba M’bayo [MANSA], West Virginia University

Women and Gender in West Africa During the Atlantic
Era

“Hafsa’s Geographies: Global, Gendered and Intimate
History in the 18"-century Sahel”

Madina Thiam [MANSA], New York University

Author Meets Critic: Faith-based Student Activism in
Togo and Benin: Muslims and Christians on University
Campuses

Book Title: Religious Activism on Campuses in Togo and
Benin: Christian and Muslim Students Navigating Au-
thoritarianism and Laicité, 1970-2023

Author: Frédérick Madore [MANSA], Leibniz-Zentrum
Moderner Orient

Sponsored by Islam in Africa Studies Group
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The Future of Food in the Context of Climate Change &
Environment

“Feeding or Starving the Fire: International Agricultural
Research Institutioins and Agroecology in Africa”
William Moseley [MANSA], Macalester College

Local Peacebuilding in Africa

“How ‘Strangers’ Build Peace in Post-Crisis Cote d’Ivoire:
An Examination of Immigrant Participation in Bété Funer-
als”

Jesse Miller [MANSA], Florida State University

Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Entrepreneurship in
Africa: Part 2

(Sponsored by Africa Indigenous Knowledge Research
Network)

“Sacred Lake of B66l€, Manden Fish Farming, and Libera-
tion Struggle in Guinea (1949-1984)”

Saidou Mohamed N’Daou [MANSA], Chicago State Univer-
sity

Toxicity as a Productive and Destructive Force

“Circling the Invisible: Knowledge Politics and Pesticides in
Cote d’Ivoire”

Jessie Luna [MANSA], Colorado State University

Artisanal Mineral Extraction and World-(re)making on
African Frontiers: Knowledge, Labor, Subjectivities, and
Agency under (and against) Capitalism:

“Salvage Archeology and the Politics of Prehistory on a
West African Mining Frontier”

Robyn d’Avignon [MANSA], New York University

Farmer Precarity and Market Grabbing across Africa
“Paying for Quality to Reduce Inequalities in Cote d’lv-
oire’s Cashew Value Chain”

Thomas Bassett [MANSA], University of lllinois, Urbana-
Champaign

Moussa Kone, Universite Houphouet-Boigny, Cocody
William Munro, lllinois Wesleyan University

Africa in the History of Science
Co-Chairs: Robyn d’Avignon [MANSA], New York Univer-
sity, and Morgan Robinson, Mississippi State University



MANSA KIBARU

ISSUE 76

MANSA at African Studies Association (ASA) 67th Annual Meeting
Theme: Global Africa
December 12-14, 2024, Chicago, Illinois

Shifting Alliances and Dynamic Threats in the Sahel,
Part |

Chair: Bruce Whitehouse [MANSA], Lehigh University
“’We sit here, but we all come from different places’ :
Malian Grinw Discussions and Generational Viewpoints
Contextualizing the Sahelian Polycrisis”

Jaimie Bleck, University of Nortre Dame and Brandon
County [MANSA], Oberlin College

“Hereditary Enemies? Unpacking Mali’s Rejection of
French Influence since 2020”

Bruce Whitehouse [MANSA], Lehigh University
“Mauritania’s ‘Military Democracy’ : Resilience, Fragili-
ty, and Regional Implications’

Baba Adou, University of Florida

“A Historical Investigation of State-Military Relation-
ships in Senegal and Mali”

Sarah Davis Westwood, Grup d’Estudi de les Societats
Africanes

Shifting Alliances and Dynamic Threats in the Sahel,
Part Il

Chair: Bruce Whitehouse [MANSA], Lehigh University
“Military Coups in the Sahel and the Continuous Rele-
vance of ECOWAS in West Africa”

Surajudeen Oladosu Mudasiri, Lagos State University
“Understanding the ‘Southward Expansion’ of Jihadist
Actors in the Sahel—a De-territorialized Perspective”
Marte Beldé [MANSA], Ghent University
“Sub-regional Militias in the West African Sahel: Self-
Defense Groups in Mali and Burkina Faso in a Shifting
Security Context”

Ibrahima Poudiougou [MANSA], Norwegian University
of Life Sciences (NMBU)

Discussant: Jean-Hervé Jezequel, International Crisis
Group

Mediating Islam : Voices, Visions, and Journeys in Afri-
ca and Beyond

Chair: Frédérick Madore [MANSA], Leibniz-Zentrum Mo-
derner Orient

Sponsored by: Islam in Africa Studies Group

“Muslim Women on the Air and in the Workplace: In-
sights from Ethnographic Work at a Tanzanian Radio
Station”

K.D. Thompson, University of Wisconsin, Madison
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“The Circulation of Print Press between Cairo and West
Africa at the Turn of the 20™ Century

Siga Maguiraga, European University Institute

“Mobility, Migration, Genealogy, and Religious Authority:
The Qadiri Branches of Ndankh and Ndiassane, Senegal”
Maria Grosz-Ngaté [MANSA], Indiana University
“Spiritual Counterclaims and Contested Sovereignty: Reli-
gion and Politics in the Nineteenth-Century World of
‘Umar Tall and Ahmad al-Bakkay”

Amir Syed, University of Virginia

AfricaNow! Remembering Ralph A. Austen

Group presentation chair: Emily Lynn Osborn [MANSA],
The University of Chicago

Jennifer Cole, The University of Chicago

Michael Gomez, New York University

Ben Talton, Howard University

Adeline Masquelier, Tulane University

Zebulon Dingley, College of Charleston

Coinventing Human Rights: Transnational Tensions and
Collaborations across North and West

Africa, their Diasporas, and the Global North (Sponsored
by Mande Studies Association)

Co-Chairs: Joseph Hellweg [MANSA], Florida State Univer-
sity and Rosa de Jorio [MANSA], University of North Flori-
da

“Convergence and Controversy in the Invention of Human
Rights: the ‘Mande Charter’, ‘Hunters’ Oath’, and State
Legitimacy in Pre- and Postcolonial Mali and Guinea
Joseph Hellweg [MANSA], Florida State University
“Migrant Rights in Transition: African Women’s Migration
Experiences in Morocco”

Tara Deubel, University of South Florida

“Bridewealth Dilemmas: Between Women'’s Rights and
Economic Development in Cold-War West Africa”

Rosa de Jorio [MANSA], University of North Florida
“’Maybe You Can Live, But You Can Never Thrive’: Sub-
Saharan Migrants’ Exployment Experiences in Morocco’s
Policy Landscape”

Micah Boyer, University of South Florida

“Global Human Rights and the Diasporic Tamazhga:
Amazigh Perspectives from the US”

Heide Castafieda, University of South Florida
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Top left: Saidou Mohamed N’Daou, panel “Indigenous
Knowledge Systems and Entrepreneurship in Africa,
Part 2”

Top right: panel “AfricaNow! Recent Outbreaks of Anti-
Queer Violence in Cote d’Ivoire: Perspectives from Queer
Ivorian Activists”

Left: Maria Grosz-Ngaté, K.D. Thompson and Frédérick
Madore, panel “Mediating Islam : Voices, Visions, and
Journeys in Africa and Beyond”

Bottom left and right: Brandon County and Bruce
Whitehouse, panel “Shifting Alliances and Dynamic-
Threats in the Sahel, Part I”
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Left: Laura Ann Twagira, Monica Labonia, Bruce
Whitehouse, Marcia Tiede, Rosa de Jorio

Left center: Bruce Whitehouse, Marcia Tiede,
Rosa de Jorio

Bottom left: Joseph Hellweg, Monroe Dosse,
Rosa de Jorio

Below: Wrigley Building, downtown Chicago

(photos by Joseph Hellweg)
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MANSA Business Meeting

Friday, December 13, 2024
Minutes

Attending: Marte Beldé (Universiteit Gent), Micah Boyer
(University of South Florida), Brandon County (Oberlin Col-
lege), Asmao Diallo (Doshisha University, Kyoto), Rosa de
Jorio (University of North Florida), Tara Deubel (University
of South Florida), Maria Grosz-Ngaté (Indiana University),
Genevieve Hill-Thomas (Ringling College of Art & Design),
Dolores Koenig (American University), Monica Labonia
(Université Gaston Berger, Saint-Louis), Tamba M’bayo
(West Virginia University), Jesse Miller (Florida State Uni-
versity), Ibrahima Poudiougou (Norges Miljg- og
Biovitenskapelige Universitet), Charles Riley (Yale Univer-
sity), Althea SullyCole (McGill University), Marcia Tiede
(Northwestern University), Bruce Whitehouse (Lehigh Uni-
versity). Guest Monroe Dosso joined us at the end, to ac-
company us to the MANSA dinner.

President’s report (Bill Moseley)

Decolonizing/internationalizing MANSA

Bill gave an overview of the history of MANSA. It origi-
nated out of the U.S./North America, and from the Afri-
can Studies Association. MANSA's Business Meeting at
ASA was always the main event, between conferences.
In the decolonizing/internationalizing process, the Presi-
dent position is now tripartite, with the three main re-
gions (North America, Europe, West Africa) to be
(hopefully) represented in rotation. In an ideal world,
the next Vice President would be based in Europe. Bill
shared the list of current officers. Our Business Meeting
at ASA is no longer the main decision-making meeting;
that is now the General Assembly, which takes place
online, usually in February.

June 2024 Bamako Mande Studies Conference

This was a great success as an event. 250 people
attended the opening session, and as many as 700
unique participants attended the conference over four
days. There were 170 paper submissions, of which 130
were accepted. 100 papers were presented in-person,
and 30 online. Researchers presenting at the confer-
ence, both virtual and in-person, hailed from Mali,
Burkina Faso, Senegal, Sweden, Cote d’Ivoire, Italy,
Guinea, Belgium, France, Tanzania, USA, Germany, Nor-
way, Japan, Great Britain, and Switzerland. The entire
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conference cost about US $50,000, of which MANSA
funded $10,000. The conference was less successful in
terms of raising membership, however.

Current financial squeeze

The current financial context is challenging. We have
stable or declining membership numbers, significant costs
associated with producing our journal, the need to plan
toward saving about US $10,000 for our 2027 conference
in Senegal, and the need to support focal point activities
(a recent development). Bill plans to go to Senegal in
June 2025, out of his research funds, to work on confer-
ence planning with the focal points (Monica Labonia and
Mamadou Lamine Sane). Alain Sissao (current Vice Presi-
dent) will go there in 2026 for that purpose, with MANSA
funding. MANSA has savings of about $15,000 in its US
Bank, PayPal and Ecobank accounts. Dues revenue for
2024 was about $8,000. Bill displayed a QR code [a first
for a MANSA business meeting!] for the link to join or
renew MANSA membership.

Membership situation

There are 137 dues-paying members as of 11 December
2024. We have had more members in the past. In 2005,
for example, we had 191 regular members plus 86
“sponsored” members from West Africa. We grew from
112 members in 2020 to 170 in 2021 with the Uppsala
conference (virtual), thanks to strict membership require-
ments for participation.

Budget proposal for 2025 and 2026

Bill recommends that MANSA set aside US $10,000 of
current savings for the 2027 conference in Senegal, and
US $4,000 for a contingency fund; and that we develop an
annual budget of US $7,000 per year, until income from
membership fees (hopefully) increases. Goals for 2025-
2026: increase membership; explore the possibility of
publishing the journal in electronic format only, which
could allow us to move to two issues per year and greatly
decrease costs.

Recommended budget for 2025: $6,000 for the journal,
$850 (~500,000 FCFA) for 1 focal point activity, total
$6,850

Recommended budget for 2026: $6,200 for the journal,
$900 (~540,000 FCFA) for Alain’s trip to Senegal to pre-
pare for the conference, no focal point activity; total
$7,100
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MANSA Business Meeting — Minutes (cont.)

Next MANSA conference in Senegal, 2027

Bill will create a steering committee for planning the
conference. He will travel to Senegal in June 2025, and
will begin to develop a grant proposal to support the
conference. Alain will travel to Senegal in 2026. The
conference will take place probably in June of 2027.

Secretary’s report (Marcia Tiede)

The new division of labor between Secretary and Treas-
urer (split by the revised bylaws in 2023) has resulted in
greatly reduced responsibilities as Secretary alone —
meeting minutes, and communication in general, on the
MANSA listserv, Facebook page, and website. Marcia
has asked Jesse Miller (web-tigi) about adding our Face-
book feed to the website. The Treasurer’s role, includ-
ing both membership and finance oversight, is more
challenging. Further consideration of this division may
be called for, perhaps in the membership area.

Marcia has just sent over 140 individual email messages
to those who were subscribed to the original MANSA
listserv (created by Rich Warms at the University of Tex-
as, San Marcos, around 2001), regarding the impending
deactivation of that listserv, and encouraging them to
renew membership in MANSA in order to be added to
the current Google Groups listserv. She had gotten the
list of subscribers to the original listserv in 2021 and
compared that list to current / more recent member-
ship, so that work was already done.

MANSA Kibaru 76 (2024) newsletter is in preparation.
In addition to the usual features, it will include a report
from Alain Sissao on his meeting with the focal points
early in the year, and an “In Memoriam” on Ralph Aus-
ten, as well as a section on the conference in Bamako.

Marcia showed photos from the Bamako conference
(the Hotel Mande and the Institut des Sciences Hu-
maines), and some slides from her presentation there,
tracing West African scholarly activity from the 1972
Manding Studies conference at SOAS (London) to parti-
cipation in MANSA, as evidenced through the MANSA
newsletters up to ~2000.
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Treasurer’s report (Brandon County)

Bank account balances:

Ecobank 800 000 FCFA (~ $1,281.35)
US Bank $10,530.19

PayPal $3,349.72

Total assets $15,161.26

137 paid membership dues for 2024 — 49 in Africa (mostly
West), 78 outside of Africa.

Membership dues payments:

U.S.-based accounts $6,970
Orange Money 780 000 FCFA (~$1,250)
Total dues income: ~$8,220

Donations for Bamako conference: $940 ($917.01 after
PayPal fees). Donors: Anna Dessertine, Brandon County,
Cherif Keita, Dolores Koenig, Jeanne Toungara, Jessie Lu-
na, Maria Grosz-Ngaté, and William Moseley.

TOTAL INCOME: $9,160
Membership details:

2 @ $20 (former student-without-journal option)

7 @ $30 (student)

8 @ $35 (Africa-based, paying online—US dollars)

21 @ $40 Regular (<$40K)

45 @ S$60 Regular (>$60K, incl. 1 Africa-based member)
8 @ $100 Bronze

3 @ $200 Silver

4 @ $300 Gold

39 @ 20,000 FCFA (Africa-based)

Both PayPal (USD-based) and Orange Money (XOF-based)
charge service fees for payments and transfers. We have
advised members that PayPal charges 3-4%, but few
members calculate for that and the exact rate depends
on more than a dozen factors.

Bamako Conference expenses:

Sponsored members (travel, lodging, fees) $4,130.53
Sponsored members’ air travel in W Africa ~$3,500.00
(2,027,000 FCFA)
Organizing Committee working dinner $38.57
“La Nuit de MANSA” $2,033.90
Bank fees (wire transfers, ATM fees, etc.) $370.40
Total conference expenses $10,078.40

(Our working budget was $10K)
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Journal expenses 2024, for volume 25 (2023)

Indiana University Press $2,994.00

300 copies @ 6.35 = $1,905.00

Shipping =$1,089.00
Managing editor A. Lubotzky (final payment) $250.00
Formatting and editing (MLM Indexing) $150.00
Formatting and editing (Cyndy Brown) $93.75
TOTAL $3,487.75

(2024 payments only)

Miscellaneous expenses 2024
ACORN Web Hosting $71.40
12 months @ $5.95/mo

Zero (0) focal point events in 2024 due to Bamako con-
ference

MANSA now holds a U.S. Bank Business Leverage Visa
Signature ® Card account, which was used for hotel pay-
ments, cash advances in Bamako, and paying web
hosting costs.

The card offers a small rewards program. MANSA has
3,780 rewards points, which can be redeemed for cash
back (1 pt = $0.10) in increments of 2,500/$25.00.

As of December 11, 2024:
2024 income
2024 expenditures

$9,160.00
$15,461.05

Some ideas:
Growing membership is essential for finances
MANSAdenw can grow membership — bring a friend!
Simplify dues: $40/$60 and $10,000/20,000 FCFA (plus
Bronze/Silver/Gold, of course)
Encourage paying dues before the membership year
begins
Encourage setting up recurring payments
Update the website to prioritize a join/pay/donate
button
Look at other payment options (Venmo, Zelle); but
we’re an international organization
PayPal takes a big bite (~3-4%), but worth it for re-
curring payments?
Wire transfers charge ~10% !
Up-to-date journal production + electronic access would
mean we all need to be up to date on our member-
ship dues
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Mande Studies journal report (Joseph Hellweg)

Joseph gave a big thank you to Rosa de Jorio for her im-
portant work as Editor-in-Chief over the previous several
years. She opened our first submission portal, posted the
first set of comprehensive submission guidelines in Eng-
lish and French, expanded the editorial team, hired the
first managing editor, led the journal with professionalism
and collegiality, and remains active in our editorial collec-
tive. Whatever success Mande Studies has in the future,
we owe to her!

La portail de soumission / Submission portal : https://
iupress.org/journals/mandestudies/

The Managing Editor / Secrétaire de rédaction position
has been filled by Jesse Miller (jcmiller2 @fsu.edu). Jesse
does correspondence with authors and with IUP; he dis-
tributes, helps to correct, and then returns proofs. In
short, Jesse has made himself indispensable. He has also
been serving as MANSA web-tigi for about a decade, and
now needs to step back from that role.

Volumes 25 and 26 will both have appeared in 2024, we
have finally caught up with the delay between issue year
and actual publication date. [There was a delay in our
getting shipping and email information to IUP, despite the
editors’ great effort to make that happen; volume 26 is
being published in late January.]

We continue to solicit peer reviewers for manuscripts,
especially in French. Please contact any of our editors
should you wish to volunteer. Joseph reiterated Rosa’s
call to create a database of members willing to review
manuscripts for Mande Studies.

Volume 26 features a dossier, « Médiatisation et gate-
keeping dans un contexte d’insécurité au Sahel. »

Volume 27 will include French translations of texts by Bill
Moseley and Jessie Luna. There are articles under revi-
sion by Modibo Galy Cissé and Abou Traoré, and a source
piece is currently under review. They would appreciate
obituaries for Ralph Austen and Theodore Konkouris.
Bruce Whitehouse has been soliciting manuscripts for the
Book (etc.) Review section. Volume 28 [i.e., volume 27/2]
will have a feature on Queer Cote d’Ivoire.

Various other categories of manuscripts are welcomed:

Film and exhibition reviews

Reports from the field

Source pieces

Feel free to suggest other rubrics to us!

* & & o
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Submission invitation for special features and for indi-

vidual manuscripts:

¢ Please read our guidelines before submitting your
manuscript(s)

¢ Use the Chicago Manual of Style 17" edition

¢ You will find instructions for authors and sample
articles here.

This is YOUR journal! Please contribute and make use
of this opportunity! Consider being a contributor, a
manuscript reviewer, and/or an editor. We seek your
thoughts and participation. Feel free to contact Joseph:
jhellweg@fsu.edu, 850-567-1155.

Discussion re: journal name, format and issues per
year

Bill gave a summary overview. Recent production ex-
penses:

Vol. 25 (2023)

Vol. 24 (2022) $7,325.71, of which $3,348.12 was for
printing and shipping (lengthy issue)

Vol. 23 (2021) $4,920.28, of which $2,893.15 was for
printing and shipping

Vol. 22 (2020) $3,617.70, of which $2,977.70 was for
printing and shipping

$2,994.00, printing and shipping only

If the journal format were electronic only rather than
paper + electronic, there would be a 50% reduction in
the cost of producing it. Issue frequency might be in-
creased to two per year. There is the perception that a
journal that publishes more frequently is more attrac-
tive to potential authors. Dolores Koenig supported
going electronic. Questions: Would it be open access?
It’s available on Project MUSE if one is a member, or at
a subscribing institution. There might be the possibility
to have an option for open access for issues more than
5 years old. Is there enough editorial manpower to do
two issues a year? The editors have actually been pro-
ducing three issues this year. It doesn’t seem like the
cost would be a lot more. Revenues have been increas-
ing over time. We can imagine a time when we would
have a profit. Jesse commented on how much work
Rosa did as Editor-in-Chief as well as essentially manag-
ing editor.
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Joseph discussed the idea of changing the journal’s name,
possibly to Africa West, which suggests the francophone
equivalent in its word order. There are pitfalls with the
ethnic label “Mande” in the name -- it limits the pool of
possible contributors. Universities in Cote d’lvoire, for
example, have been ‘mande-ized’ under the current ad-
ministration, with other ethnicities’ names being rarer.
Another suggestion has been Savanne. There would be a
subtitle, perhaps “the interdisciplinary journal of the
Mande Studies Association.”

The meeting adjourned at 8:00. Attendees proceeded to
a MANSA dinner, at nearby Indian Garden restaurant.

Submitted by Marcia Tiede
January 30, 2025

T 12

Above: Asmao Diallo, Ibrahima Poudiougou, Monroe Dosso, Marte
Beldé, Bill Moseley. Below: Dolores Koenig, Bruce Whitehouse,
Marcia Tiede, Maria Grosz-Ngaté. (Photos: Bill Moseley)
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Above: Brandon County, Genevieve Hill-Thomas, Micah Boy-
er, Rosa de Jorio, Monica Labonia, Joseph Hellweg, Tamba
M’bayo, and Jesse Miller. Enjoying the Indian Garden décor:
Marte Beldé and Monroe Dosso. Photos: Bill Moseley and
Marcia Tiede.

LISTSERV / LISTE DE DIFFUSION

mande-studies-association@googlegroups.com
Created by Bill Moseley in November 2021.

395 email addresses are currently subscribed to this,
which includes everyone (so far as we know) who has
been active in MANSA since the Grand-Bassam confer-
ence of 2017. Members are subscribed according to
their preferred email in MANSA member records. 35
email addresses are currently ‘bouncing’, however. If
you change email address, or are not receiving MANSA
emails, please contact us.

Créé par Bill Moseley en novembre 2021. 395 address-
es courriels y sont actuellement abonnés, ce qui inclut
toutes les personnes (a notre connaissance) qui ont été
actives au sein de MANSA depuis le congrés de Grand-
Bassam de 2017. Les membres sont abonnés en fonc-
tion de leur adresse e-mail préférée dans les dossiers
MANSA des membres. Cependant, 35 adresses e-mail «
rebondissent » actuellement. Si vous changez d'adresse
e-mail ou si vous ne recevez pas les e-mails de MANSA,
veuillez nous contacter.
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Mansa-l@groups.txstate.edu

Created by Richard Warms ca. 2000, at Texas State Uni-
versity (San Marcos). 297 emails were subscribed to
this, of which 161 (just over half) were not included on
the new listserv. (Those who now use a different email
address were accounted for.) This listserv was problem-
atic in that non-members could subscribe, and many
members never became subscribed. It was also tied to a
given institution and individual for maintenance. Marcia
Tiede contacted over 140 subscribers to that listserv in
December 2024, who had not shown up as a current or
recent member, to alert them that the listserv would be
deactivated. That has now happened. But IT staff at
Texas State are still looking into whether that listserv’s
archives can be salvaged.

Mo Me e
PN

Créé par Richard Warms ca. 2000, a Texas State Univer-
sity (San Marcos). 297 e-mails y sont abonnés, dont 161
(un peu plus de la moitié) ne sont pas inclus dans la
nouvelle liste de diffusion. (Ceux qui utilisent
maintenant une adresse e-mail différente ont été
comptabilisés.) Cette liste de diffusion était problé-
matique en ce que les non-membres pouvaient s'abon-
ner et de nombreux membres ne se sont jamais abon-
nés. Il était également lié a une institution et a un indi-
vidu donnés pour I'entretien. En décembre 2024, Mar-
cia Tiede a contacté plus de 140 abonnés a cette liste de
diffusion, qui ne s’étaient pas présentés comme mem-
bres actuels ou récents, pour les alerter que la liste de
diffusion serait désactivée. C'est désormais chose faite.
Mais le personnel informatique a Texas State cherche
toujours a savoir si les archives de cette liste de diffu-
sion peuvent étre récupérées.
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In Memoriam

Remembering Ralph Austen: An Evocation of
His Early Teaching Years

Tal Tamari
Directrice de recherche
Centre Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris

(This is a slightly edited version of a text contributed for the
panel “Remembering Ralph Austen” at the African Studies Asso-
ciation meeting in Chicago, on December 13" 2024. )

I have known Ralph Austen since the autumn of 1973,
when | entered his African civilization course as a first-year
college student at the University of Chicago. The first two
quarters, which he taught, were wide-ranging, covering
most of the classical ethnographies and better-known cul-
ture areas, as well as works on African history, based on
oral and/or written sources and/or archeological investiga-
tions — but viewed from an internal African perspective —
being published at that time. For African history, as it has
since come to be understood, was but an emerging disci-
pline then. The third and final quarter, taught by Aristide
Zolberg and Philip Foster, viewed contemporary Africa from
the perspectives of political science and sociology.

The course was enriched by considerable audiovisual docu-
mentation, including numerous musical recordings. Ralph
Austen organized for this course (optional but recommend-
ed, and open to others) regular screenings of films shot in
Africa, and invited visiting scholars to deliver evening lec-
tures; guests included the French ethnographer and
filmmaker Jean Rouch. There was also at least one guided
tour every year to the Field Museum. Ralph Austen recom-
mended reading both twentieth-century African writings in
European languages and traditional literatures in transla-
tion. For the most dedicated students, there were also op-
tional workshops, to discuss these and other texts.

It was in this course that | first encountered the Sunjata
epic, including its xylophone accompaniment, and Dogon
mythology. | owe Ralph Austen an early orientation to Man-
de and Malian studies, though not my vocation for African
studies — for that had been decided before | entered the
University. It should be recalled that 1973 was just a year
after the first International Conference on Manding Studies
(held at the School of Oriental and African Studies, Univer-
sity of London), and also the year in which Nehemia Lev-
tzion’s Ancient Ghana and Mali (London, Methuen) was
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Ralph Steiner, ca. 1983. Photo courtesy of the University
of Chicago Library, Special Collections Research Center.

rigorous scholarly study of those early political forma-
tions; in his up-to-date course, our teacher discussed
and gave us access to both.

| went on to take several reading (i.e., independent
study) courses with him, during which | began my re-
search both on the “castes” (endogamous artisan and
musician groups) of West Africa and on the relation-
ships of Islamic and “traditional” religions. He suggest-
ed that in exploring the historical background of castes,
| take a good look at the Sunjata epic — though he was
not entirely convinced by the interpretations | present-
ed to him a few years later. May | stress that these in-
terpretations are based on the internal contradic-
tions, rather than the surface meanings and explicit
affirmations, of the Sunjata epic traditions, as well as
supporting evidence from other oral traditions, written
sources, and linguistic data. And that events catalyze
the coming-into-being of a potential social structure,
but don’t create it. *

! As argued in my paper “De I'apparition et de I’expansion
des groupes de spécialistes endogames en Afrique: essai
d’explication”, in Bruno Martinelli and Caroline Robion-
Brunner, eds., Métallurgie du fer et sociétés africaines. Ox-
ford: Archaeopress, 2012, pp. 5-31.
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Remembering Ralph Austen — Tal Tamari (cont.)

In my third, senior year, in spring 1976, Ralph Austen invit-
ed me to attend the formal examination of Thomas C.
Hunter, who may have been his first doctoral supervisee.
The other two examiners were Ivor Wilks and John Woods
(an historian of Iran — still with us). | mention this here, be-
cause Tom Hunter’s research on the Jahanka scholarly Is-
lamic lineages of The Gambia has still not received the
recognition it deserves, his doctoral dissertation has yet to
be published. *

Delia Pitts, who was then preparing for doctoral fieldwork
on weavers in The Gambia, and would go on to work for
the Department of State and become a well-known writer,
was also in attendance at that defense. *

Ralph Austen and | maintained contact over the years,
through numerous conferences, and his teaching engage-
ments in Paris — first as a Visiting Professor at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, and later, when he
taught in UC’s program in Paris. Several of those present
here [at the ASA tribute in Chicago] surely remember the
2005 MANSA conference in Guinea, including the unfor-
gettable thirty-hour bus ride from Conakry to Kankan.

Though Ralph Austen was obviously a dedicated teacher
and provided many more hours of instruction than the uni-

versity required, he was little appreciated — in those years —

by the majority of his undergraduate students. He made

comments that | thought brilliant, but that most considered

simply bizarre: for example, when he answered a student

question with the question “Do you think that life should be

more beautiful than art?” Given his occasionally ironical
remarks and his maniére d’étre, these undergraduates felt
that he could not possibly be of American background, and
claimed that he had traces of a foreign accent. When he
gave me a copy of his CV —as | departed UC for study at the
Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Oxford — |
discovered that my classmates were not entirely wrong.
(Yes, | crossed the Atlantic before crossing the Channel.)

However, when on subsequent visits to UC | attended the
graduate African Studies workshops, the atmosphere was
distinctly relaxed.
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One could not study with Ralph Austen without en-
countering his family. He brought his sons — quite
young at the time — to the African studies films, and
they occasionally played in his office. An elderly gen-
tleman, whom | believe must have been his father,
also came several times to the office. Later, | would
meet his spouse Ernestine, at several conferences
and during a long teaching stay in Paris.

As is always the case, Ralph Austen’s research influ-
enced his teaching. However, looking back, it would
seem that his research choices were also significantly
shaped by his teaching. Without ever renouncing his
initial interests, he moved progressively from a focus
on political and economic history, and the German
colonies that would become Tanzania and Came-
roon, to a focus on oral and written literatures and
the Mande world. He was already beginning to de-
velop, through his teaching in the mid-1970s, the
ideas that he would present in works published in
the 1990s and later.

Looking back also, one can only interpret the numer-
ous extra teaching hours and activities that he
offered his students as a determined attempt to put
Africa firmly on the academic and international cul-
tural maps.

Ralph Austen will be sorely missed, while remaining
an inspiration to all who knew him.

NOTE. Partial listings of Ralph Austen’s publications
may be found on Academia.edu and ResearchGate.

% The Development of an Islamic Tradition of Learning
among the Jahanka of West Africa, degree awarded 1977.
Hunter appears to have published only one article based
on his dissertation fieldwork: “The Jabi Ta’rikhs: Their Sig-
nificance in West African Islam”, International Journal of
African Historical Studies 9(3), 1976: 435-457.

® Delia C. Pitts, An Economic and Social History of Cloth
Production in The Gambia, 1978.


https://chicago.academia.edu/RalphAusten
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ralph-Austen
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In Memoriam

“Remembering Ralph Austen”

Panel at African Studies Association meeting, Chicago,
December 13, 2024.

The event was organized by Associate Professor Emily
Lynn Osborn, Austen’s successor as Africa historian at the
University of Chicago’s Department of History. His family
members were present, as well as colleagues, former stu-
dents, and a large audience. Speakers:

Jennifer Cole, The University of Chicago

Michael Gomez, New York University

Ben Talton, Howard University

Adeline Masquelier, Tulane University

Zebulon Dingley, College of Charleston

Salikoko Mufwene, The University of Chicago

Andy Apter, University of California, Los Angeles

Tal Tamari, Université Libre de Bruxelles (in absentia)
Paul Cheney, The University of Chicago

Chair: Emily Lynn Osborn, The University of Chicago

Above: Panelists Adeline Masquelier, Michael Gomez, Jennifer
Cole, and Ben Talton; Emily Lynn Osborn and Michael Gomez at
the podium. Below: some MANSAdenw in the audience — Mar-
cia Tiede, Dolores Koenig, and Robert Launay (with LaRay Denzer
of Northwestern’s Program of African Studies, second from right).

Podcast with Ralph Austen and translator Jeanne

Garane discussing Amadou Hampdté Bd and Wangrin:
https://newbooksnetwork.com/amkoullel
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In Memoriam

Theodore Konkouris (1966-2024)

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Theodore Konkouris on
November 5th. Theodore studied ethnomusicology at SOAS, The
University of London, and earned a doctorate in anthropology and
ethnomusicology at Queen’s University Belfast in 2012. His doctoral
research was centered on Mande hunters’ music, in apprenticeship
with Solomane Konate. In 2022 he became associate professor of
ethnomusicology at the University of Macedonia, Thessaloniki. Theo-
dore was a participant at the International Conference of Mande
Studies in Grand-Bassam in 2017. A tribute to him by the British Fo-
rum for Ethnomusicology is here.

Nicholas S. Hopkins (1939--2021)

We neglected to take note earlier of the passing of Nicholas Hopkins
in Cairo on June 9, 2021. While studying in Paris in 1960 he became
familiar with French Africanists’ work and began research on Mali. He
traveled through West Africa and taught at a secondary school in Kita
for a year, before beginning graduate studies in anthropology at the
University of Chicago. His doctoral thesis was Government in Kita:
social institutions and processes in a Malian town (1967), based on
fieldwork carried out in 1964-65. He then became interested in Tuni-
sia, and his research there in 1969-70 and 1972-73 led to his 1983
book on agrarian and social change in Testour, northern Tunisia. In
1975 he left New York University for the American University in Cairo
(AUC), where he remained for the rest of his career. His research
there, as in Tunisia, concerned social change, and resulted in his 1987
book, Agrarian Transformation in Egypt. He was affiliated with AUC's
Social Research Center, and served as the second dean of the School
of Humanities and Social Sciences. He was chair several times of the
Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology, and Egyptology (SAPE) Depart-
ment. He and his wife, Dr. Ferial Ghazoul (professor, Department of
English and Comparative Literature at AUC), attended MANSA’s fund-
raising event in Washington, DC, where they also had a home, in late
2016 ahead of the 2017 conference in Grand-Bassam.

Toumani Diabaté (1965-2024)

Toumani Diabaté’s sudden death at 58 came after he recorded with
Youssou N’Dour; he didn’t live to see it released. The just-published
volume 26 of Mande Studies includes a rich and detailed tribute by
Lucy Duran, “In memoriam: The sublime polyphony in the life and
music of Toumani Diabaté (August 10, 1965, Mali—July 19, 2024,
Mali).” She writes from long personal familiarity with him and his
family; she produced his first album, Kaira (1988). Durdn describes
the family and cultural history that he emerged from, as well as the
innovations made by him, such as composing, reworking classic piec-
es, and collaborating with musicians from other musical forms, as
with the Afrocubism project.
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MANSA General Assembly
February 10, 2024 (via Zoom)
Minutes

Attending/Présent: Taiba Germaine Ainyakou, Mary Jo Arnoldi,
Stephen Belcher, Heidi Bojsen, Baba Coulibaly, Rosa de Jorio, Lucy
Durdn, Lisa Feder, Barbara Frank, Janet Goldner, Maria Grosz-
Ngaté, Sten Hagberg, Joseph Hellweg, Cathryn E. Johnson, Bintou
Kone, Yao Marcel Kouakou, Bill Moseley, Séraphin Ngoma, Mar-
cia Tiede, Jeanne M. Toungara, Bruce Whitehouse.

Words of Welcome

MANSA President Sten Hagberg welcomed the attendees. The
meeting is to take place in a mix of French and English, without
translation. Brandon County took notes until Marcia Tiede ar-
rived. This is the third year of a general assembly, with a business
meeting taking place (still) at ASA-US.

Approval of the Agenda

The agenda was approved.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

The President’s Report (Hagberg)

We had 120 dues-paying members in 2023, approximately a third
each in Africa, the US/Canada, and Europe etc. The numbers go
down a bit, then pick up in conference years.

Since 2017 we have held regular virtual meetings, moving from
Skype to Zoom beginning in 2020. Several virtual meetings have
been held with officers: President, President-Elect, Secretary-
Treasurer, West Africa Coordinator, and Editor-in-Chief of Mande
Studies. The officers held a meeting with the Advisory Board on
February 27, 2023.

A recent development, beginning in 2021, has been annual virtual
webinars. The most recent was a roundtable to introduce the
release of Mande Studies v. 24, theme: “Mines, Profits, and Popu-
lar Struggles in West Africa,” held on September 27. Another first
was publication of MANSA Kibaru Supplement 2023 (based on a
special feature in the previous year’s newsletter on the 1972
Manding Conference at SOAS, London), both as hard copy and
online.

We now have focal points in Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali,
Guinea, and Senegal — a network of MANSAdenw, to assist in
payment of dues, journal distribution, focal-point based activities,
etc. This year MANSA sponsored a conference held at Université
Gon Coulibaly (Korhogo, Cote d’lvoire) on March 8-10, and a sem-
inar held at the Institut des Sciences des Sociétés (Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso) on December 28.
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The new bylaws were adopted in October 2023. Major

changes are:

O Athree-step position advancement, with Vice Presi-
dent, President, and Past President serving for two
years each (previously it was President-Elect and Pres-
ident serving for three years each); and with each po-
sition ideally hailing from a different region — West
Africa, North America, and elsewhere -- to reflect the
geographical spread of MANSA members.

O Asplit of the Secretary-Treasurer position into Secre-

tary and Treasurer.

An elected position as West Africa Coordinator.

O The formal establishment of an Annual General As-
sembly as the main decision-making body, with
meetings held online, thereby making the Business
Meeting held at the African Studies Association (ASA),
U.S., an important but not decision-making forum.

<

MANSA communication takes place via its website, Face-
book page, and listserv. [As well as annual newsletter.]
The move to a virtual annual General Assembly formalizes
decision-making, with online voting and structured discus-
sion. It is a necessary step in moving from a US-based to a
fully international organization. The ASA Business Meeting
is now a run-up to the annual General Assembly.

MANSA was active at ASA (San Francisco, November 30-
December 3), with two sponsored panels and presenta-
tions by several other members. MANSA’s next conference
will take place at the Institut des Sciences Humaines, Bam-
ako (the Mali focal point) on June 26-30, to be held in-
person and virtually, theme: “Towards a decolonization of
knowledges in West Africa: history, actors, and produc-
tions.” Conference fees (in-situ and virtual) will be an-
nounced. Uppsala University is a major sponsor of the
conference, including sponsoring West African participa-
tion.

The President-Elect’s Report (Moseley)

The past year saw many events and activities, already sum-
marized by Sten Hagberg. Bill Moseley presented his
planned priorities as upcoming president:

O Institutionalize new structures and practices, to de-
center, internationalize, and decolonize MANSA as an
institution. This includes the structural reorganization,
as well as expanding membership.

¢ Expand membership — both in numbers and in disci-
plines. MANSA was founded in large part by US-based
members who came of academic age in the 1960s and
1970s, many of whom are retired or near retirement.
New membership is much more based in West Africa.
There is a need to recruit young scholars, women
scholars, and scholars in disciplines that are under-
represented in MANSA.
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¢ Think beyond the 2024 MANSA conference to the next one.
It should be in a place where there are a lot of MANSA mem-
bers, and relatively easy/safe venue for organization Institu-
tionalize new structures and practices, to decenter, interna-
tionalize, and decolonize MANSA as an institution. This in-
cludes the structural reorganization, as well as expanding
membership.

The Secretary-Treasurer’s report (Tiede)

Membership: We had 120 members as of the end of 2023, dis-
tributed geographically as: Africa (35), Europe (30), and North
America (55). This compares to a total of 86 members in 2022,
170 in 2021 (a conference year), and 112 (2020). The 35 Africa-
based members were equal to 45 membership payments, due to
multiple retrospective payment. Higher-level sponsoring mem-
berships were: 9 Bronze ($100), 3 Silver ($200), and 4 Gold
($300). We had 5 student members in 2023. The ‘student with-
out journal’ category has now been eliminated to simplify record-
keeping. We already have 56 members paid for 2024.

Communication: The Google Groups listserv, created in Novem-
ber 2021, is working well. It now includes 348 names (as of De-
cember; 362 at the time of this meeting) The previous listserv,
mansa-l@groups.txstate.edu, which includes 297 names (of
which about 130 are now on the current listserv), will be deac-
tivated in the coming year. MANSA Kibaru no. 75 (2023), the
newsletter, has just been released. The special feature of the
previous newsletter, on the fiftieth anniversary of the Interna-
tional Conference on Manding Studies (SOAS, London, 1972) was
published in November as a MANSA Kibaru Supplement. Mem-
ber updates and other content for the newsletter is welcomed at
any time, in French or English.

Finances: The US Bank balance as of December 2023 is
$19,288.95 (~15,127,136 FCFA). Membership payment is mostly
through PayPal. The Mande Studies journal is our major expense,
costing approximately $5,000-$6,000 per issue, and two issues
are expected to be coming out in 2024. We need to determine
how much MANSA can contribute to support funding of the Bam-
ako conference. This is the first year that MANSA has funded fo-
cal point-organized events.

The West Africa Coordinator’s Report (Kouakou)

The bylaw reforms in October 2023 have promoted a great effort
to decenter MANSA and situate meetings/colloquia in the focal
points in several countries in the Manden. There is a balance of
approximately 2,400,000 FCFA in the Ecobank account in Cote
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d’lvoire. 600,000 FCFA was spent on the Korhogo confer-
ence, and 500,000 FCFA on the Ouagadougou event.
“Dipléomes d’honneur” will be presented to the West Afri-
ca-based scholars who made the events work so well,
many of whom are present at the meeting.

The Editor-in-Chief’s Report (de Jorio)

Rosa de Jorio ends her mandate as Editor-in-Chief with the
completion of volume 25. The co-Editors-in-Chief from
volume 26 will be Joseph Hellweg (Florida State University)
and Patrick Royer (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute). The
editorial team now also includes Bruce Whitehouse
(Lehigh University) and Alioune Sow (University of Florida).

Both volumes 25 and 26 are to be published in 2024. Vo-
lume 25 includes a dossier on « Le Sahel (en)quéte) de
changement : des citoyens qui font face aux crises », co-
edited by Sten Hagberg and Ludovic O. Kibora. Volume 26
will feature at dossier on « Médiatisation et gatekeeping
dans un contexte d’insécurité au Sahel », edited by Heidi
Bojsen et al.

De Jorio encourages submissions to the journal. Submis-
sion guidelines and a style guide, in both French and Eng-
lish, are available on the websites of MANSA and Indiana
University Press. Articles may be submitted via the IUP
submission portal, https://iupress.org/journals/
mandestudies (preferred method), or by sending via email
to Patrick Royer, patroyer64@gmail.com, or Joseph Hell-
weg, jhellweg@fsu.edu.

Joseph Hellweg added that de Jorio has completely reori-
ented the journal. Thanks to her, there are clear directions
and a virtual portal for submission, an enlarged editorial
team, revisers for French and English, and a managing edi-
tor. Itis impossible to overestimate what Rosa de Jorio
has accomplished as Editor-in-Chief of the journal. He
thanked her again for all that she has accomplished.

Questions & Answers

Baba Coulibaly asked Bill Moseley about promotion of dis-
ciplines under-represented in MANSA — what are those
disciplines? Moseley responded that MANSA is an associa-
tion that has tended to follow Mande languages and cul-
tural studies; so social, environmental, political sciences
and economics. There are many researchers who work in
the region but who are not part of MANSA. Rosa de Jorio
added that literature is not well represented in the Mande
Studies journal and there is a need for diversification
there—more literature, film, etc., and politics, scholarship
based around current issues. Joseph Hellweg added art
history to the list.


http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FRDirectivesalintention.pdf
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://iupress.org/journals/mandestudies
https://iupress.org/journals/mandestudies
mailto:patroyer64@gmail.com
mailto:jhellweg@fsu.edu
mailto:mansa-l@groups.txstate.edu
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Monica Labonia inquired about how to put in place a method of
joining MANSA in Senegal and establishing the focal point there.
Sten Hagberg responded that the focal points were envisioned
first as sites for distributing the journal; then the idea developed
that they be more of an activity center. Development of focal
point activities needs to be proposed by the institution in Sene-
gal, because MANSA doesn’t have the funds or personnel to man-
age set-up work for a focal point. Bill Moseley added that we
expect to be somewhat limited in funds in 2024. Monica Labonia
is based at the university in Saint-Louis, and Mamadou Lamine
Sané at UCAD in Dakar, and they are trying to do something also
with the Université of Sine-Saloum in Kaffrine. Mamadou Lamine
Sané was not able to attend due to the current situation in Sene-

gal.

Presentation and approval of the results of electronic voting
of MANSA Officers (Moseley)

The election results were reviewed and certified by a 4-member
election committee composed of Chérif Keita, Maria Grosz-Ngaté,
Sten Hagberg and Bill Moseley. 52 of 133 eligible MANSA mem-
bers (those who paid dues in 2023 and/or 2024) voted. Thisis a
39.1% turnout. The election ran from January 29 to February 4,
but Bill Moseley began sending out ballots the evening of January
28. Due to technical challenges, he could only send out 100 bal-
lots on the evening of January 28; the remaining 33 ballots were
sent out on January 29 (in the morning, North America time).

Both the President and President-Elect reviewed the non-
anonymized results. Running a completely anonymous vote
would have been very complicated, so Sten Hagberg and Bill
Moseley decided that it would be easiest for them to manage the
non-anonymous element of it since the role of president was not
part of the election. The rest of the election committee only saw
the anonymized results. Some people voted more than once;
duplicate votes were removed. Some people did not vote for
certain offices but left it blank, so the totals do not always add up
to 100%. Bill Moseley asked for any questions before communi-
cating the results of the election. (None.)

The results were:

0 Vice President: Alain Joseph Sissao, 71.2%, and
Mamoudou Sy, 26.9%

¢  Secretary: Marcia Tiede, 98.1%

Treasurer: Brandon County, 96.2%

O West Africa Coordinator: Yao Marcel Kouakou, 96.2%

<
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Bill Moseley commented that the presence of two candi-
dates for Vice President is a sign of good health for the
organization. The results were approved by the General
Assembly. The election results will be communicated on
the MANSA listserv shortly.

Presentation and approval of the Advisory Board
(Moseley)

The new slate of Advisory Board members for 2024-2026,

sent out on January 27 by Sten Hagberg along with the

officer candidate statements, was then presented for ap-

proval:

0 Heidi Bojsen, Roskilde University, Denmark (new)

¢ Baba Coulibaly, Institut des Sciences Humaines, Mali
(continuing)

¢ Maria Grosz-Ngaté, Indiana University, United States/
Germany (continuing)

O Chérif Keita, Carleton College, United States/Mali
(continuing)

O Ludovic Kibora, Institut des sciences des sociétés
(INSS/CNRST), Burkina Faso (new)

O Jessie Luna, Colorado State University, United States
(new)

¢  Fatoumata Ouattara-Traoré, Institut de recherche
pour le développement (IRD), France/Burkina Faso
(new)

The list was approved by a show of hands.

Bill Moseley appreciates the balance of the Board and the
diversity of locations, backgrounds, disciplines, genders,
and generations represented. Heidi Bojsen works in Niger;
Jessie Luna is a sociologist who works in Mali, Burkina Fa-
so, and Cote d’lvoire. Maria Grosz-Ngaté would like to
support Senegalese colleagues to bring them closer to
MANSA; and it would be nice to organize a conference in
Senegal, where people do speak fluent Bamanakan [and
Mandinkal].

Presentation and discussion of the 2024 Activity Plan
(Moseley)

0 March 15: deadline to submit abstracts and panel
proposal for the African Studies Association (ASA, US)
Annual Meeting.

0 June 26-30: 12" International Conference on Mande
Studies, Bamako, Mali.

O  September: deadline to submit an Africa Now! panel
proposal for the ASA meeting.

O  December 12-14: African Studies Association (US)
Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA

O Other events? Focal point activity?
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Monica Labonia clarified that her earlier question was more
about organization and strategy than about funding. She is inter-
ested in how possible it would be to organize something like a
scholarly conference or a more public-facing event or publication.
Have a journée d’études? Public lectures? Bill Moseley recom-
mended a journée d’études rather than a large conference, possi-
bly with a hybrid element to add a diaspora / international as-
pect. Sten Hagberg added that the Ouagadougou event per-
mitted hybrid participation. A roundtable would be good also.
He invited focal points and others present to respond. Ludovic
Kibora noted that their event in Ouagadougou was hybrid, with
LACET members also present. He recommended making an
event available to the public, because when people interested in
the subject attend, you get interesting insights. Choose a topic
that can attract participation. We should be doing things that
interest the greater public. An internal event is possible as well.
A branch seminar (MANSA/scholarly) is an option, but an open
seminar could include the public, NGOs, government. Taiba Ger-
maine Ainyakou thanked MANSA for its support of the Korhogo
conference, which drew a lot of interest.

MANSA2024@Bamako Conference Update (Hagberg)

Sten stated that 170 proposals were received for papers and
roundtables; they are in the process of reviewing them. The In-
stitut des Sciences Humaines (Bamako)/Baba Coulibaly is the fo-
cal point organizing it, along with Uppsala University’s Forum for
Africa Studies and MANSA. Mahamadou Kante is conference
secretary, and he set up the conference website. Baba Coulibaly
thanked the MANSA community near and far for its participation
in all that has been done so far. Some cannot attend in person,
so they have opened it up to hybrid format. They will need to
therefore invest in ITC (technical infrastructure). For that reason,
they have not yet stated the costs of participation. Security and
technical issues are not a particular concern for them. There are
regular events held in Bamako. They are in contact with some
hotels. Mahamadou Kante added that they are still in the evalua-
tion phase for proposals. Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa
Studies is committed to supporting travel/expenses for a number
of West African students to come to Mali for the conference.
Maria Grosz-Ngaté inquired when the proposals would be accept-
ed. Decisions will be made in about two weeks.

Any Other Business

[None.]
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Handing Over of Presidency

Sten Hagberg thanked everyone for the privilege of 3 + 3
years of leading MANSA. Bill Moseley thanked Sten Hag-
berg for his calm leadership during difficult times, with
Covid and organization of an online conference in summer
2020 [postponed to 2021], and now helping to organize
the Bamako conference, while also doing fieldwork and
managing collaborative projects in Mali and Burkina Faso.
He leaves large shoes to fill.

Bill Moseley closed the meeting as the new President. He
saluted Alain Sissao: “We will work together. Nous
sommes ensemble. Alla k’an be.”

Assemblée Général de MANSA
10 Février 2024 (via Zoom)
Compte rendu

Mots de bienvenue

Le Président de MANSA Sten Hagberg a souhaité la bienve-
nue aux participants. La réunion se déroulera dans un mé-
lange de frangais et d'anglais, sans traduction. Brandon
County a pris des notes jusqu'a I'arrivée de Marcia Tiede.
C'est la troisieme année d'une Assemblée générale, avec
une réunion d'affaires ayant (encore) lieu chez ASA-US.

Approbation de I'ordre du jour

L'ordre du jour est approuvé.
RAPPORTS DES DIRIGEANTS

Le rapport du président (Hagberg)

Nous avions 120 membres cotisants en 2023, soit environ
un tiers chacun en Afrique, aux Etats-Unis/Canada et en
Europe, etc. Les chiffres diminuent un peu, puis augmen-
tent au fil des années de colloque.

Depuis 2017 nous avons tenu des réunions virtuelles régu-
lieres, passant de Skype a Zoom a partir de 2020. Plusieurs
réunions virtuelles ont eu lieu avec des dirigeants : le pré-
sident, le président élu, le secrétaire-trésorier, le coordina-
teur pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest, et le rédacteur en chef de
Mande Studies. Les dirigeants ont tenu une réunion avec
le conseil consultatif le 27 février 2023.

Un développement récent, qui a débuté en 2021, a été
celui des webinaires annuels. La plus récente était une
table ronde pour introduire la publication de Mande
Studies v. 24, sur le théme : « Mines, profits et luttes
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populaires en Afrique de I'Ouest », qui s'est tenue le 27 sep-
tembre. Une autre ‘premiére’ a été la publication du MANSA
Kibaru Supplement 2023 (basé sur une section spéciale dans le
bulletin d'information de I'année précédente sur la Congres Man-
ding de 1972 a SOAS, Londres), a la fois sur papier et en ligne.

Nous avons maintenant des points focaux au Burkina Faso, en
Cote d'lvoire, au Mali, en Guinée et au Sénégal — un réseau de
MANSAdenw, pour aider au paiement des cotisations, a la distri-
bution des revues, aux activités des points focaux, etc. Cette an-
née, MANSA a parrainé un colloque organisé a I'Université Gon
Coulibaly (Korhogo, Cote d'Ivoire) du 8 au 10 mars, et un sémi-
naire organisé a I'Institut des Sciences des Sociétés
(Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso) le 28 décembre.

Les nouveaux Reglements intérieurs ont été adoptés en octobre

2023. Les changements majeurs sont:

¢ Unavancement de poste en trois étapes, avec le vice-
président, le président et le président sortant en poste pen-
dant deux ans chacun (auparavant, il s'agissait de président
élu et de président en poste pendant trois ans chacun) ; et
chaque poste étant idéalement originaire d'une région diffé-
rente — Afrique de I'Ouest, Amérique du Nord et ailleurs —
pour refléter la répartition géographique des membres de
MANSA.

¢ Une division du poste de secrétaire-trésorier en secrétaire et
trésorier.

¢ Un poste élu de Coordinateur Afrique de I'Ouest.

O Lacréation formelle d'une Assemblée générale annuelle en
tant que principal organe décisionnel, avec des réunions te-
nues en ligne, faisant ainsi de la réunion d'affaires tenue a
African Studies Association (ASA), aux Etats-Unis, un forum
important mais non décisionnel.

La communication de MANSA s'effectue via son site Web, sa page
Facebook et sa liste de diffusion. [Ainsi qu'un bulletin d'informa-
tion annuel.] Le passage a une Assemblée générale annuelle vir-
tuelle formalise la prise de décision, avec un vote en ligne et des
discussions structurées. Il s’agit d’une étape nécessaire pour pas-
ser d’une organisation basée aux Etats-Unis a une organisation
pleinement internationale. La réunion d'affaires de I'ASA est dé-
sormais une préparation a I'Assemblée générale annuelle.

MANSA a été active a I'ASA (San Francisco, 30 novembre-3 dé-
cembre), avec deux panels sponsorisés et des présentations de
plusieurs autres membres. Le prochain colloque de MANSA aura
lieu a I'Institut des Sciences Humaines de Bamako (point focal
Mali) du 26 au 30 juin, en présentiel et virtuellement, sur le
theme : « Vers une décolonisation des savoirs en Afrique de
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I'Ouest : histoire, acteurs, et productions ». Les frais de
conférence (in situ et virtuels) seront annoncés. L'Universi-
té d'Uppsala est un sponsor majeur de la conférence,
sponsorisant notamment la participation de I'Afrique de
I'Ouest.

Le rapport du président-élu (Moseley)

L'année écoulée a été marquée par de nombreux événe-
ments et activités, déja résumés par Sten Hagberg. Bill
Moseley a présenté ses priorités prévues en tant que pro-
chain président :

O Institutionnaliser de nouvelles structures et pratiques,
pour décentrer, internationaliser et décoloniser MAN-
SA en tant qu'institution. Cela comprend la réorgani-
sation structurelle ainsi que I'augmentation du
nombre de membres.

¢ Augmenter le nombre de membres — tant en nombre
qgu'en disciplines. MANSA a été fondée en grande par-
tie par des membres basés aux Etats-Unis qui ont at-
teint I'age universitaire dans les années 1960 et 1970,
dont beaucoup sont a la retraite ou proches de la re-
traite. Les nouveaux membres sont beaucoup plus
basés en Afrique de I'Ouest. |l est nécessaire de recru-
ter de jeunes universitaires, des femmes universi-
taires, et des universitaires dans des disciplines sous-
représentées au sein de MANSA.

O Pensez au-dela du colloque MANSA 2024 et au sui-
vant. Il doit se dérouler dans un endroit ou se trou-
vent de nombreux membres de MANSA et dans un
lieu relativement facile et sr pour I'organisation et la
participation.

Le rapport de la secrétaire-trésoriére (Tiede)

Adhésion : Nous comptions 120 membres a la fin de 2023,
répartis géographiquement comme : Afrique (35), Europe
(30) et Amérique du Nord (55). Cela se compare a un total
de 86 membres en 2022, 170 en 2021 (une année de col-
logue) et 112 (2020). Les 35 membres basés en Afrique
représentaient 45 cotisations, en raison de multiples paie-
ments rétrospectifs. Les cotisations de parrainage de ni-
veau supérieur étaient : 9 Bronze ($100), 3 Argent (5200)
et 4 Or ($300). Nous comptions 5 membres étudiants en
2023. La catégorie « étudiant sans journal » a désormais
été supprimée, afin de simplifier la tenue des dossiers.
Nous comptons déja 56 membres rémunérés pour 2024.

Communication : La liste de diffusion Google Groupes,
créée en novembre 2021, fonctionne bien. Elle comprend
désormais 348 noms (en décembre ; 362 au moment de
cette réunion). La liste de diffusion précédente, mansa-
|@groups.txstate.edu, qui comprend 297 noms (dont
environ 130 figurent désormais sur la liste de diffusion
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actuelle), sera désactivé au cours de |'année a venir. MANSA
Kibaru no. 75 (2023), le bulletin d’information, vient de paraitre.
Le dossier spécial du bulletin précédent, consacré au cinquan-
tieme anniversaire du Congrés international d’études Manding
(SOAS, Londres, 1972), a été publié en novembre sous la forme
d'un MANSA Kibaru supplément. Les mises a jour des membres
et autres contenus pour le bulletin sont les bienvenus a tout mo-
ment, en frangais ou en anglais.

Finances : Le solde bancaire américain en décembre 2023 est de
$19 288,95 (~15 127 136 FCFA). Le paiement de I'adhésion
s'effectue principalement via PayPal. La revue Mande Studies
constitue notre principale dépense, coltant environ $5 000 a $6
000 par numéro, et deux numéros devraient paraitre en 2024.
Nous devons déterminer combien MANSA peut contribuer au
financement du colloque de Bamako. C'est la premiére année
que MANSA finance des événements organisés par des points
focaux.

Le rapport du coordonnateur pour I’'Afrique de I’Ouest
(Kouakou)

Les réformes statutaires d'octobre 2023 ont favorisé un grand
effort pour décentrer la MANSA et situer les réunions/colloques
dans les points focaux de plusieurs pays du Manden. Ily a un
solde d’environ 2 400 000 FCFA sur le compte Ecobank en Cote
d’lvoire. 600 000 FCFA ont été dépensés pour le colloque de Kor-
hogo, et 500 000 FCFA pour le séminaire de Ouagadougou. Des

« Dipldmes d’honneur » seront décernés aux universitaires basés
en Afrique de I'Ouest qui ont si bien fait fonctionner les événe-
ments, et dont beaucoup sont présents a la réunion.

Le rapport de la rédactrice en chef (de Jorio)

Rosa de Jorio termine son mandat de rédactrice en chef avec
I'achévement du volume 25. Les co-rédacteurs en chef du vo-
lume 26 seront Joseph Hellweg (Florida State University) et Pa-
trick Royer (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute). L'équipe éditoriale
comprend désormais également Bruce Whitehouse (Université
Lehigh) et Alioune Sow (Université de Floride). Les volumes 25 et
26 devraient paraitre en 2024.

Le volume 25 comprend un dossier sur « Le Sahel (en)quéte) de
changement : des citoyens qui font face aux crises », co-édité par
Sten Hagberg et Ludovic O. Kibora. Le volume 26 figurera dans le
dossier « Médiatisation et gatekeeping dans un contexte d’insé-
curité au Sahel », édité par Heidi Bojsen et al.
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Rosa de Jorio encourage les soumissions a la revue. Des
directives de soumission et un guide de style, en francais
et en anglais, sont disponibles sur les sites Web de MANSA
et d'Indiana University Press. Les articles peuvent étre
soumis via le portail de soumission de I'lUP, https://
iupress.org/journals/mandestudies (méthode préférée),
ou par e-mail a Patrick Royer, patroyer64@gmail.com, ou
Joseph Hellweg, jhellweg@fsu.edu.

Joseph Hellweg ajouta que Rosa de Jorio a complétement
réorienté la revue. Grace a elle, il existe des orientations
claires et un portail virtuel pour la soumission, une équipe
éditoriale élargie, des réviseurs pour le francais et I'anglais,
et un coordinateur éditorial. Il est impossible de suresti-
mer ce que Rosa de Jorio a accompli en tant que rédactrice
en chef de la revue. Il la remercie encore pour tout ce
qu'elle a accompli.

Questions & Réponses

Baba Coulibaly a interrogé Bill Moseley sur la promotion
des disciplines sous-représentées a MANSA — quelles sont
ces disciplines ? Bill Moseley a répondu que MANSA est
une association qui a tendance a s'intéresser aux langues
et aux études culturelles mandés ; donc sciences sociales,
environnementales, politiques et économiques. De nom-
breux chercheurs travaillent dans la région et ne font pas
partie de MANSA. Rosa de Jorio a ajouté que la littérature
n'est pas bien représentée dans la revue Mande Studies et
qu'il y a un besoin de diversification la-bas : plus de littéra-
ture, de cinéma, etc., et de politique, une recherche basée
sur des questions d'actualité. Joseph Hellweg a ajouté
I'histoire de I’art a la liste.

Monica Labonia a demandé comment mettre en place une
méthode pour rejoindre MANSA au Sénégal et y établir un
point focal. Sten Hagberg a répondu que les points focaux
étaient d'abord envisagés comme des sites de distribution
de la revue ; puis I'idée s'est développée d'en faire davan-
tage un centre d'activités. Le développement des activités
des points focaux doit étre proposé par l'institution au
Sénégal, car MANSA ne dispose pas des fonds ni du per-
sonnel nécessaires pour gérer le travail de mise en place
d’un point focal. Bill Moseley a ajouté que nous nous at-
tendons a étre quelque peu coincés en termes de fonds en
2024. Monica Labonia est basée a I'université de Saint-
Louis et Mamadou Lamine Sané a I'UCAD de Dakar, et ils
essaient de faire quelque chose également avec I'Universi-
té du Sine-Saloum a Kaffrine. Mamadou Lamine Sané n'a
pas pu étre présent en raison de la situation actuelle au
Sénégal.


http://mandestudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/FRDirectivesalintention.pdf
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://scholarworks.iu.edu/iupjournals/index.php/mandestudies/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions
https://iupress.org/journals/mandestudies
https://iupress.org/journals/mandestudies
mailto:patroyer64@gmail.com
mailto:jhellweg@fsu.edu
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Présentation et approbation des résultats du vote électro-
nique des dirigeants de la MANSA (Moseley)

Les résultats des élections ont été examinés et certifiés par un
comité électoral de 4 membres composé de Chérif Keita, Maria
Grosz-Ngaté, Sten Hagberg et Bill Moseley. 52 des 133 membres
éligibles de MANSA (ceux qui ont payé leur cotisation en 2023 et/
ou 2024) ont voté. Cela représente un taux de participation de
39,1%. L'élection s'est déroulée du 29 janvier au 4 février, mais
Bill Moseley a commencé a envoyer des bulletins de vote le soir
du 28 janvier. En raison de problémes techniques, il n'a pu en-
voyer que 100 bulletins de vote le soir du 28 janvier ; les 33 bulle-
tins de vote restants ont été envoyés le 29 janvier (dans la mati-
née, heure de I'Amérique du Nord).

Le président et le président élu ont examiné les résultats non
anonymisés. Organiser un vote totalement anonyme aurait été
tres compliqué, alors Sten Hagberg et Bill Moseley ont décidé
qu'il serait plus facile pour eux de gérer I'élément non anonyme
puisque le réle de président ne faisait pas partie de I'élection. Le
reste du comité électoral n’a vu que les résultats anonymisés.
Certaines personnes ont voté plus d’une fois ; les votes en double
ont été supprimés. Certaines personnes n'ont pas voté pour cer-
tains postes mais ont laissé ce champ vide, de sorte que les to-
taux ne totalisent pas toujours 100 %. Bill Moseley a demandé
s’il y avait des questions avant de communiquer les résultats de
I'élection. (Aucune.)

Les résultats étaient les suivants :

O Vice-président : Alain Joseph Sissao, 71,2%, et
Mamoudou Sy, 26,9%

O  Secrétaire : Marcia Tiede, 98,1%

Trésorier : Brandon County, 96,2 %

¢ Coordonnateur Afrique de I'Ouest : Yao Marcel Kouakou,
96,2%

<

Bill Moseley a commenté que la présence de deux candidats a la
vice-présidence est un signe de bonne santé pour |'organisation.
Les résultats ont été approuvés par I'Assemblée générale. Les
résultats des élections seront communiqués prochainement sur
la liste de diffusion MANSA.

Présentation et approbation du Conseil consultatif (Moseley)
La nouvelle liste des membres du Conseil consultatif pour 2024-
2026, envoyée le 27 janvier par Sten Hagberg avec les déclara-
tions des candidats officiers, a ensuite été présentée pour appro-
bation :
0 Heidi Bojsen, Université de Roskilde, Danemark (nouveau)
¢ Baba Coulibaly, Institut des Sciences Humaines, Mali
(restant)
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0 Maria Grosz-Ngaté, Indiana University, Etats-Unis/
Allemagne (restant)

0 Chérif Keita, Carleton College, Etats-Unis/Mali
(restant)

¢ Ludovic Kibora, Institut des sciences des sociétés
(INSS/CNRST), Burkina Faso (nouveau)

O Jessie Luna, Colorado State University, Etats-Unis
(nouveau)

0  Fatoumata Ouattara-Traoré, Institut de recherche
pour le développement (IRD), France/Burkina Faso
(nouveau)

La liste a été approuvée a main levée.

Bill Moseley apprécie I'équilibre du conseil d’administra-
tion et la diversité des lieux, des origines, des disciplines,
des sexes et des générations représentés. Heidi Bojsen
travaille au Niger ; Jessie Luna est une sociologue qui tra-
vaille au Mali, au Burkina Faso et en Cote d'lvoire. Maria
Grosz-Ngaté aimerait soutenir ses collégues sénégalais
pour les rapprocher de MANSA ; et ce serait bien d'organi-
ser une conférence au Sénégal, ou I'on parle couramment
le bamanakan [et le malinké].

Présentation et discussion du Plan d’activités 2024
(Moseley)

O 15 mars: date limite pour soumettre les résumés et
les propositions de panel pour la réunion annuelle de
I'African Studies Association (ASA, Etats-Unis).

O 26-30juin : 12e Conférence internationale sur les
études mandé, Bamako, Mali.

O  Septembre : date limite pour soumettre un projet
Africa Now! proposition de panel pour la réunion de
I’ASA.

0 12-14 décembre : réunion annuelle de African Studies
Association (E.U.), Chicago, Etats-Unis

O D'autres événements ? Activité de point focal ?

Monica Labonia a précisé que sa question précédente por-
tait davantage sur l'organisation et la stratégie que sur le
financement. Elle s’intéresse a la possibilité d’organiser
guelque chose comme un colloque scientifique, ou un évé-
nement ou une publication plus destinée au public. Des
journées d’études ? Des conférences publiques ? Bill Mo-
seley a recommandé une journée d’étude plutot qu’une
grande conférence, possiblement avec un élément hybride
pour ajouter un aspect diaspora/international. Sten Hag-
berg a ajouté que I'événement de Ouagadougou a permis
une participation hybride. Une table ronde serait égale-
ment une bonne chose. Il a invité les points focaux et les
autres personnes présentes a répondre. Ludovic Kibora a
souligné que leur événement a Ouagadougou était hy-
bride, avec également la présence de membres du LACET.
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Il a recommandé de rendre un événement accessible au public,
car lorsque des personnes intéressées par le sujet y participent,
vous obtenez des informations intéressantes. Choisissez un sujet
qui peut attirer la participation. Nous devrions faire des choses
qui intéressent le grand public. Un événement interne est égale-
ment possible. Un séminaire d’antenne (MANSA/universitaire)
est une option, mais un séminaire ouvert pourrait inclure le pu-
blic, les ONG et le gouvernement. Taiba Germaine Ainyakou a
remercié la MANSA pour son soutien a la conférence de Korhogo,
qui a suscité beaucoup d'intérét.

Information sur le Colloque MANSA2024@Bamako

Sten Hagberg a déclaré que 170 propositions ont été regues pour
des articles et des tables rondes ; ils sont en train de les exami-
ner. L'Institut des Sciences Humaines (Bamako)/Baba Coulibaly,
point focal, en est I'organisateur, aux cotés du Forum of Africa
Studies (Uppsala université) et de MANSA. Mahamadou Kante
est le secrétaire de la conférence, et il a créé le site Internet de la
conférence. Baba Coulibaly a remercié la communauté MANSA
d'ici et d'ailleurs pour sa participation a tout ce qui a été fait jus-
qu'a présent. Certains ne peuvent pas y assister en personne, ils
I’'ont donc ouvert au format hybride. Ils devront donc investir
dans les TIC (infrastructures techniques). C'est pour cette raison
qu'ils n'ont pas encore indiqué les co(ts de participation. Les
problemes de sécurité et techniques ne les préoccupent pas par-
ticulierement. Des événements sont régulierement organisés a
Bamako. Ils sont en contact avec certains hotels. Mahamadou
Kante a ajouté qu'ils sont encore en phase d'évaluation des pro-
positions. Le Forum of Africa Studies d’Uppsala université s’en-
gage a prendre en charge les frais de voyage et de dépenses de
plusieurs étudiants ouest-africains souhaitant venir au Mali pour
la conférence. Maria Grosz-Ngaté demande quand les proposi-
tions seront acceptées. Les décisions seront prises dans environ
deux semaines.

Divers

[Aucun.]

Passation de la présidence

Sten Hagberg a remercié tout le monde pour le privilege de 3 + 3
ans a la téte de MANSA. Bill Moseley a remercié Sten Hagberg
pour son leadership serein dans des moments difficiles, avec le
Covid et I'organisation d'un colloque en ligne a I'été 2020
[reportée a 2021], et maintenant pour son aide a I'organisation
du colloque de Bamako, tout en effectuant également du travail
de terrain et en gérant des projets collaboratifs au Mali et au
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Burkina Faso. Il laisse de grandes chaussures a remplir.
Bill Moseley a cl6turé la réunion en tant que nouveau pré-
sident. Il a salué Alain Sissao : « Nous travaillerons en-
semble. Nous sommes ensemble. Alla k'an be. »

Submitted by / Soumis par
Marcia Tiede
28 Février 2024

AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESE

= Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies

E Research Grant

E This travel grant was established in 2021 to facilitate

= and support research projects that significantly benefit

= from substantial onsite use of the unique, special and

= archival collections of the Herskovits Library of African

= Studies, at Northwestern University, just north of Chica-

= go. The grant is available to researchers whose projects

. explore new lines of inquiry, interdisciplinary and multi-

: layered research and contribute to the deeper under-

E standing of the diverse peoples and countries of the

= African continent. Projects should emphasize the need

= for extensive onsite use of the library's collections.
Deadline: April 1, 2025.

=
-

] 5 95

= Cette bourse de voyage a été créée en 2021 pour facili-
= ter et soutenir les projets de recherche qui bénéficient

= de maniere significative d'une utilisation substantielle

= sur place des collections uniques, spéciales et d'archives
= de la bibliothéque Herskovits. La bourse est disponible
= pour les chercheurs dont les projets explorent de nou-

- velles pistes de recherche, des recherches interdiscipli-
= naires et a plusieurs niveaux et contribuent a une meil-
E leure compréhension des divers peuples et pays du con-
* tinent africain. Les projets doivent mettre I'accent sur la
nécessité d'une utilisation extensive sur place des col-
lections de la bibliotheque. La Bibliothéque Herskovits

= d'études africaines, Northwestern University, est située
= juste au nord de Chicago. Date limite : 1 avril 2025.

=

| |
= Information: https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-
" collections/herskovits-library/herskovits-travel-grant.html

Contact: librarygrants@northwestern.edu


https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/herskovits-travel-grant.html
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/herskovits-travel-grant.html
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/herskovits-travel-grant.html
https://www.library.northwestern.edu/libraries-collections/herskovits-library/herskovits-travel-grant.html
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Call from WARA Director, Jenny Parker:

There is still time to help WARA support West African
doctoral students at US universities! Please consider
donating today!

As anyone who works with international graduate students
knows, access to research funds is severely limited for these
students. Many of the traditional funding sources in US insti-
tutions for fieldwork require US citizenship for eligibility. Ad-
ditionally, visa restrictions limit where and how much an inter-
national student can work, thus limiting income and preclud-
ing these students from trying to fund their own short-term
research. WARA developed a fellowship specifically to ad-
dress this issue, the West African Scholar Mobility Fellowship
(WASMF).

We need your help to secure the future of this
important initiative!

With the help of the WARA community, we were able to offer
four WASMF awards in spring 2024, the most to date! Howev-
er, the number of applications was higher last year than ever
before, and the quality remains exceptional. The need for this
fellowship is high and we need your help to provide more
West African students in the US the opportunity to conduct
fieldwork that enriches their research and their institutions.

Each recipient of the WASMF receives $4,000. We hope that
you will consider donating as well as asking your networks to
give to this important initiative. WARA will match every
$4,000 award raised by our community!

Donations can be made directly on the WARA
website.

WARA-sponsored panels at African Studies Associa-
tion meeting (Chicago), December 2024:

Author Meets Critic: The Cultural Construction of

Social Adulthood, Gender & Moral Citizenship in Africa
(Cultivating Moral Citizenship: An Ethnography of Young
People’s Associations, Gender, and Social Adulthood in the
Cameroon Grasslands, by Jude Fokwang)

Global Blackness: Intersections of Kinship, Identity,
Agency, Politics, Soundscapes, & Memoryscapes

Beyond Profit | - Extracting & Assessing Violence in
West Africa's Mining Industry: Mining (In)securities,

Urbanization & Resource Control

Beyond Profit Il - Gender, Sustainability, & Environ-
mental Factors in West African Mines

Commodities & Economic Sovereignty in Africa

Agency and Materiality in African Studies & Epistemo-
logical Endeavors

Beyond Profit lll - Labor & Globalization in African
Mines

Family Planning & Economic Development in Post-
Independence Ghana

Histories of Slavery through Arabic & Ottoman Sources

RC
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West African Research Association (WARA), Boston University,
African Studies Center, has various fellowships for research in
West Africa, or (for member institutions) to bring a West Afri-
can scholar to a U.S. campus for research. For further details,
visit their website. WARA is affiliated with the West African Re-
search Center (WARC), in Dakar.



https://www.westafricanresearchassociation.org/2020-2/
https://www.westafricanresearchassociation.org/fellowships/wara-residency-fellowship/
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Focal Points / Points focaux

Institut des sciences des sociétés/CNRST
attn. Ludovic Kibora
Ouagadougou, BURKINA FASO

Université Péléforo Gon Coulibaly
attn. Tatba Germaine Ainyakou
Korhogo, COTE D’IVOIRE

Université Julius Nyerere de Kankan
attn. Fatoumata Bamba
Kankan, GUINEA

Institut des sciences humaines
attn. Baba Coulibaly
Bamako, MALI

LARHISA, Laboratoire de recherche sur I'histoire et les
sociétés africaines

c/o Ecole doctorale Etudes sur 'THomme et la Société
(ETHOS), Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar

Attn. Monica Labonia, Mamadou Lamine Sané

Dakar, SENEGAL

Listserv managers / Gestionnaires, liste de diffusion
mande-studies-association@googlegroups.com

William Moseley, Macalester College, USA
Brandon County, Vanderbilt College, USA
Marcia Tiede, Northwestern University, USA

Website administrator / Administrateur du site
Jesse Miller, Florida State University, USA

Website:
www.mandestudies.org

Facebook:
https.//www.facebook.com/MANSA25

Ludovic Kibora, Institut des sciences des sociétés (INSS/CNRST),

Burkina Faso

Jessie Luna, Colorado State University, United States
Fatoumata Ouattara-Traoré, Institut de recherche pour le
développement (IRD), France/Burkina Faso
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