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Minutes of the 8th Annual Meeting of the
Mande Studies Association I Association des Etudes Mande

Boston, U.S.A.,5 December, 1993,5:30 p.rn.: MAN&\ President David Conrooopenedthe
meeting by presenting the annual financial report. As reported in an earlier newsletter, a $500
contribution hadbeen received from an anonymous MAN&\ member to replace the partial subsidy to
Conrad for travel to the SecondMendeCongress in Bamako, approved in February 1993 by
Vice-President B. Marie Perinbam, Secretary Kathryn L. Green, andAdvisory Boord member Robert
Launay. The balance in the MAN&\ account was $1 ,036.66, but during the meeting an cdlitional
$415.00 in dueswas collected.

MANSASecretary Kathryn Green was unable to attend the ASAand MANSAmeetings. As of
December 1993, she will no longer be at the University of Wisconsin. Members will be informed of
her plans.

Conrad confirmed further reports of the successof the BamakoCongress, noting with pleasure
the involvement of West African perticieents. Heonce more expressed MAN&\'s thanks and
appreciation to Kathryn Green for her very capable conference organization, end to Marie Perinbam
for her timely intervention in the conference planning. Sim iler sentiments were expressed to
Tereba TogJlaandSeyoouCemaraof the Institut desSciences Humaines in Bamako.

It was agreedthat Kathryn Green be askedto report on the possibility of putting the papers
to;Jether in a publishab Ie form. [Green subsequently reported that she is still waiting for conference
participants to sendher final versions of their pepers.]

The president reported that David Newbury, A&\ Board Member, hadexpressed interest in our
experience with the Bamakoconference, becausethere is some interest in the possibility of holding
an A&\ conference in Dakar sometime in the future. After discussion, members voted to support the
principle of a future ASAconvention somewhere in Africa, but reclined to privilege any city. The
vote was 21 in favor, oneagainst, no absentions.

Conrad tntroduced African visitor FooeBabaCondeof Kankan, guest of Diane White Oyler of the
University of Florida.

With respect to MAN&\ panels at the A&\ meetings, Conrad reminded members that an important
_function of the organization from its founding in 1986 and one that helped establish its reputation,
was the sponsoring of panels. Members wishing to present papers or to organize panels at future ASA
meetings are askedto direct ideasor sU(}]eStionsdirectly to the president, or to the association's
officers. Panels officially sponsored by MANSAappear eachyear under the organization's aegis in the
ASAschedule of meetings and,events.
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The following ideasand/or panel titles were sug~9df the ASAmeeting in Toronto in
November, 1994: [ 1] "Construction of GenOOr'i Societies," by Barbara Hoffman, Cleveland
State University; [2] "MandeIdeoICXJY,Power, S egitimacy," by Jeanne MtrliJx Toungara,
University of Virginia; [3] A panel on subjects MassaMakhanDtebate, by James
McGuire, Northwestern University; [4] "Identity, the State," by Marie Perinbam,
University of Maryland, CollegePark; [5] "Contem Music," by Eric Charry,
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

Members wishing to participate in any of the s are askedto contact the chairpersons.
Suggestionsfor other panels are welcome.Chairp indedto provide Conradwith details
of presenters and paper topics oncethe panels are orgamzeo, i ime for the Fall, 1994 Newsletter.

Conradreported on two different matters pertet i ure conferences.The first of these is
to be held in St. Petersburg, Russia (see item below). concerns an invitation received
from the Centre of Non-Western Studies at LeidenUniv Netherlands. Jan Jansen, a
MANSAmember androctoral student at leiden Universi i this initiative. The proposed
conference hasalready beenfundedto the tune of FI. I , roximately $5,000 U.S.Half of
this amount must be usedto fund travel to the conference est African scholars to be chosen
by MANSA.

The invitation proposedthat the conference be hel i -J~;;;J' •• tv.
the motion was proposedby Lernin Sennehandseconded
invitation to sponsor a MANSAconferenceat lei den Universi :.
sometime between20 June and 10 July, 1995 with a prerereece
unanimously.

It was suggestedthat Jansen be askedto provide more de a- ed infnr'm::ot
not mentioned in the invitation. Thequestion of an overall rnn:rPr1'~

acknowledgedto be important, but no conclusion was reached.f'rv-1rCl"n

thought be given to the circulation of papers, becausesince
members havebeenfrustrated in their attempts to ocquire

[The official letter of invitation from Professor Kolff of et
along with Conrad's responsewhich was faxeda few daysaf e

Theattending members voted unanimously to augmentthe
distinguished members, Ariane DeJuzof the Laboratoire d'An
MamaoouDiawara of Bayreuth University in Germany, with the
Conradaskedthat members consider who amongour colleequesi Wes Africa might later be00:1edto
the Advisory Board. Suggestionsshould becommuniceteodirectly t i .

The meeting concludedwith Conrad'sannouncementthat hewill be i West Africa, mainly Guinea
and Mali, betweenJanuary andAugust, 1994. TheSpring 1994 MANSANewsletter will be issued
from Bamako,and it will be earlier than usual becauseCOnradwlll e e e In February. Therefore,
items andbusiness for the newsletter should be sent to him c/o PAO/USISBamako(Mali), U.S.

~

epartment of State, Washington, D.C.20521-2050; Fax 223-222025. BetweenFebruary and
July, contact him c/o PAO/USISConakry (Guinea), U.S.Department of State, Washington, D.C.
20521-2110; Fax 224-441522 .. In the U.S., contect B. Marie Perinbam, Department of History,
University of Maryland, CollegePark, MD 20742; Tel. 301-405-4289; Fax 301-314-9399.

1994. After somediscussion
J to acceptDr. Kolffs

ition that the datesfall
_The motion carried
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LEI DEN UNIVERSITY
CENTRE OF
NON-WESTERN STUDIES CNWS

Dr. D. C. Conrad
President of MANSA
History Department
SUNY - Oswego
Oswego. NY 13) 26
USA
FAX: 31534) 5444

your 16110r,
lciden. DeCI:!Illber 1. 1993931713

Third MANSAConfcrellce

Dear Dr. Conrad,

AI the request of one of our junior researchers, Mr. 1. Jansen, the board of the Research Institute
CNWS, Lciden University, would like to propose to organise the Third MANSA Conference,
planned for 7111 or 14/18 December, 1994. The organisation will be sponsored by the CNWS
and by the Africa Studies Centre (AS C), Leiden.

Together the CNWS nnd the ASC have allocated the maximum sum of FI. 10,000; lit least half
of this sum should be spent on travelling fees and other relevant costs to invite two West
African scholars to the conference. The other half will be needed to provide basic requirements
for the conference, including drinks, lunches, administration, etc. Participants lire expected to PDY
for their own fares, accommodation etc. The CNWS and the ASC will of course help in finding
suitable nccommodation,

The call for pnpers and the distribution of the papers will be organised by MANSA.

All meetings will take place in Leiden, which is nil old university town that houses, not only the
CNWS and the ASC, but also the National Museum of Ethnology with a large African
collection. A regular service connects Leidcn with Amsterdam (35 min.), Amsterdam Airport
(Schiphol; IS min.): The Hague (15 min.), Rotterdam (30 min.), nnd Utrecht (50 min.).

Accommodation can be organised in hotels (en. $60 per night, per person); n conference centre
(ca. $40 pcr night); the International Centre of the University (ca. $20); or II youth hostel.

Yours sincerely,

Prof. dr. D. H. A. Kolff
Director

FAClIlliea or Arts and Sociel Sclanccs: Cenlra of Non-WeatMr. Siudies. Van WIJkpleals 2 Lelderl. PO box: 95t5 2300 FlA Lel(1Qn.
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History Department

Professor dr. D.HA Kolff, Director
Centre of Non-Western Studies
Leiden University

Dear Professor Kolff,

On behalf of the Mamie Studies Association (MANSA), I want to express our appreciation for your
offer to host a Conference on Mande Studies at Leiden University.

At the annual MANSA meeting on 6 December, 1993 in Boston, this was a central topic of discussion.
It was immediately clear to the attending members that the proposed dates of 7/11 or 14/18
December, 1994 would not be desirable for several reasons, including the fact that they occur
during the period occupied by annual meetings held in the United States which many of us must
attend, such as the African Studies Association and the American Anthropological Assoctetton.

However, the assembled members expressed interest in a conference at Leiden if it could be held at a
time when we could expect to draw reasonably gxd participation from not only the U.S., but from
Africa and Europe. A unanimous vote determined that the most desirable date for t-1ANSAwould be
sometime between 20 June-1 a July, 1995, with a preference for June. Clearly everything hinges
on whether or not this would be possible in your scheme of things.

If this is possible for the CNWS and ASCat Leiden, MANSA would be willing to issue a call for
papers, organize panels, and handle invitations to two West African scholars. In eodition to The
Netherlands, we have members in France and Germany who neve expressed interest in helping with
organizational matters in Europe, if needed.

In case our suggested dates are possible for you, I will raise the following questions now: Do the
facilities you are offering include meeting rooms? Do they include audio-visual equipment such 8S

slide-projectors, screens, overhead projectors and tape players? Would photocopying be available
for reproduction of conference papers? In our experience charges for such things can, unless
otherwise provided for, strain the budget. We would like to know of any basic conference facilities
not provided, so in the event of going forward with this we could plan fund-raising strategy.

If you respond to this letter after 10 January, 1994, please write c/o PAO/USIS Bamako (Mali),
U.S. Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20521- 2050.
FNf..c/o PAO/USIS Bamako, 223-222025.

Sincerely yours,cc: Jan Jansen

David C. Conrad
President, MANSA
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Fulbrights for West Africa 60 Begging

An administrator at the Council for the tnterneuonal Exchangeof Scholars (CIES) which, along
with the United States Information ~ncy (USIA) administers the Fulbright program, has expressed
concern that too many of the Fulbright grants are going to projects in South Africa, and not enoughto
West Africa. Shehas askedthat this be brought to the attention of MANSAmembers who might be
interested in winning research or teoching Fulbrights. If you are interested, contact Christine
Djonoo, Tel. (202) 686-4082. Her cdjress is CIES, 3007 Tilden St., NW, Suite 5M, Washington,
D.C.20008-3009.

Meanwhile, in a recent letter from Guinea, laura Harris who is there on a Fulbright research
grant, writes: "Apparently, the University of Kankan has requested English andHistory professors
(CIES Fulbright) for several years now, but no one hasapplied for a CIESteaching position."

Bob Newton's Archival Projects in Mali

[Excerpt from a letter to DCdetelined Paris, August 4, 1993, received in October]
... While conducting my research in Segou, I've tried to remain sensitive to conditions and needs

of Segouvienand Malian institutions and people - researchers and non-intellectuals alike. After
taping all andvideotaping the first half of a conference of, by, and for Segouvienson their own
history, featuring presentations by the mayor, MamacbuKaramoko Simagaand the current
"historian laureate", SambaLamine Traore - all of this doneuroer the auspices of the Direction
Regionaledde la JeunessedesSports desArts et de la Culture with whom I havedevelopedan
interesting symbiotic relationship - I becamemore acutely aware of the lack of accessthat
Segouvianshave to the many studies and papers written about them, their history, andtheir world -
often from afar. It brought into relief my own de facto methodof carrying out my research: libraries
of Wisconsin and Indiana, bookstores, libraries, and related institutions in Paris (EHESSand
INALCO), and soonLondon(SOAS) - andon this continent, the people, activities, and events in Segou
with side trips of only relative productivity to ENSUPand ISH.

This experience has propelled me into a two-pronged project, one half consisting of helping the
Institut desSciencesHumaines to reconstruct their archives decimatedduring the 1991 coup; the
other half dedicatedto a more difficult andcomplex plan to organize a museum-archives-reading/
listeningiviewing room andgeneral tourist center in Segouwhich would display and retain the
artifacts, recordings, manuscripts, videos, books, andarticles relating to Seglu and its history. In
regard to the latter, I am recording and filming events, performances, sites andvestiges related to
Segou'sputative history and identity as well ascontacting researchers who have previously worked
in the Segouregion be they Malian, French, British, or American. Although at the moment the
specifics of realizing such a center are unclear, especially as the wheels insioe Mali - national,
regional, civic, andwithin the two institutions previously mentioned are just beginning to turn with
great interest andsomeenergy, I have taken it upon myself to initiate the process of compiling
bib liographies anddiscographies of work related to Segou.I'm trying to discern who andwhet is out
there in what form, acessibility, and location....

Yours trulv,
Bob Newton, dit BabeSekouDiabate

Editor's note: Newton expressed interest in "a call for support through the MANSAnewsletter if end
when things move farther along." However, it seemsappropriate to publicize this now, so people can
be thinking about what they have to contribute to these projects. Newton can be reochedc/o the
PAO-USIS,American Embassy, Bamako.
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St. Petersburg Conference
·Oldercgge Readings·

On2-6 May, 1994, there will take place in St. Petersburg (Russia) an annual Conference
"01detCl9}3Readings", dedicatedto the memory of the founder of Russian school of African studies,
Dmitry Olderogge.Foreign specialists are also invited to participate. Work languagesof the
conference will be English and French. There will be following sections:

1. Linguistics.
2. History and Ethnology (Social, Cultural, Economical, Political Anthropology).
3. Literature and Folklore Studies.
4. Woman Studies.

There is no participation fee. Unfortunately, organizers of the conference cannot pay travel andstay
expenditures of participants, but assistance in dwelling is possible. Titles of communications can be
submitted before 1 March, 1994 to the following a:i1ress: Sevir Chernetsov, Museum of
Anthropology and Ethnography, 3 University Embankment, St. Petersburg 199034 Russia, or by
e-mail (tsevtinehrn-spb-su) to Valentin Vydrin.

L'Harmonisation du Mandenlcan

En collaboration avec la Direction Nationale de l'Alphabetisation Fonctionelle et de la
Linguistique Appliquee (DNAFLA), l'ACCTa organise a Bamako, du 24 au 28 aout 1993, un
semmeire deconcertation sur le re1ancedes treveux deoeveloppement herrnonise de le langue
mandingue, resolurnent bepttsee en la circonstance, mandenkan.

Onsait quedepuis 1977, 1emsme organisme avait finance des recherches qui avaient perm is
entre autres, de proceoer aux etudes dialectales dans les differentes pays locuteurs du mandenkan,
d'avoir un alphabet, desrecles d'orthographe et desterminologies herrnonises.

Cette relance est un nouveautournant dans la mesure ou outre les linguistes, elle a reuni les
utilisateurs de 1alangue ecr-tte (cadres d'alphabetisetion, redocteurs d'ouvreoes didactiques,
journalistes de le presse ecrtte) , ainsi quedesspectaltstes des media oraux et audio-visuels de 4
pays, 1eBurkine-Feso, le COted'lvoire, le Ouinee, et le Mali, einsi quedes representents de 1a
diaspora manosphonede France.

Des lexiques nationaux et un lexique inter-Etat nerrnomse ont ete programmes pour le prochain
biennium, ainsi qu'un soutien ala presse et a l'edition en langue mandenkan.Despro;lrammes
communs d'alphebetisatton, desechaneesde publications, ainsi que le formation continue deshommes
de media ont ete egalement prevus.

C'est le lieu de rappe1er aux amis de 1a1angueet de le civilisation mandenet par-ticulierernent
aux membres de MANSAque toute initiative dans te memesens serait 1abienvenue.

Le reseeu rnis en place pour l'exeeution et le suivi desprojets 8 comme siege, 18D.N.A.F.L.A.,
B.P. 62, Bamako; et le coordinateur general est M. Alain N'DoCisse.

Par Ka1i1ouTERA
08 B.P. 887 Abidjan 08
Republique de le COtedlvoire
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Book & Journa 1 Re1eases

S Petersburg Journal of African Studies 1 ( 1993)
CONTENTS
linguistics

I. Diakonoff, A. Militarev, V. Porkhomovsky, O.Stolbova. "Onthe principles of Afrasian
phonological reconstruction"

K. Pozdniakov. "The complementary distribution of sub-morphemic and morphemic
neutralizations as a tendency in the languageswith noun classes"

G.Korshunova, B. Uspensky. "Onthe parts of speechtypology in Hauss:the problem of the
adjective"

Philology
V. Misiugin. "The contribution of the Swahili writer ShaabanRobert to the development of East
African thought"

Ethnology andEthnohistory
N. Girenko. "Cultures of EastAfrica in the process of structural transformation (XIX-XX

centuries)"
S. Chernetsov. "Onthe origin of the Amhara"

Written Source Studies
V. Velgus. "Chinesevoyaging to Africa andto the Persian Gulf: Hypothesesandsources"
D. Olderogge."The study of African languagesin Russia"

Book Reviews & Information on Dissertations

New & Renewed MANSA Members
Research Specializations & Address Changes

Austen, Ralph, Committee on African andAfro-American Studies, University of Chicago, 5828 S.
University Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637

Larry Becker, 509 South Randall Avenue, Madison, WI 53715
Stephen Belcher (Sponsor), Comparative Literature Department, N434 Burrowes Bldg.,

Pennsylvenie Stete University, University Perk, PA 16802
Jean-Louis Bourgeois, P.O.Box 526, EI Praoo, NM 87529
GeorgeBrooks (Sponsor), History Department, Indiana University, Bloomington,lN 47405
Eric Charry, Schoolof Music, Brown Music Building, University of North Carolina at Greensboro,

Greensboro, NC27412-5001
FadeBabaConde,c/o NounkeKeita, Directeur Generale, Societe Navale Ouineenne, B.P. 522,

Conakry, Republic of Guinea
David Conrad (Sponsor), c/o PAO,U.S.Embassy, Bamako, Department of State, WashinQton, D.C.

20520
Ferdinand Dejong, Amsterdam Schoolof Social Research, Ourer Hoogstraat 24, 1012 CEAmsterdam,

The Netherlands
Researchon ethnic mobilization of the Mandinko in the Casamanceregion of southern Senegal:How

"invented traditions" contribute to the construction of ethnic identies
Ariane Deluz (Sponsor), Laboratoire d'Anthropologie Sociale, 52 rue du Cardinale-Lemoine, 75005

Paris, France
Kate Ezra (Sponsor), Department of Primitive Art, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 5th Avenue at

82nd St., NewYork, NY 10025
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James Fairhand, Department of AnthropolOlJy',Schoolof Oriental andAfrican Studies, Univesity of
London, Thornhough Street, RU3sel1Squore, London WCl H oxe, England

Barbara Frank (Sponsor), Department of Art, SUNY-Stony Brook, Stony Brook, NY 11794-5400
Maria Grosz-Ngate (Sponsor), 1518 Slaterville Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850
StephenHermon, Depertment of History, Arkansas stete University, P.O.Drewer 1690, stete

University, AR 72467
Laura Harris, 403 - 13th AvenueWest, Kirkland, WA 98033
Barbara Hoffman (Sponsor), Department of Anthropology, ClevelandState University, Euelid Avenue

at East 124th Street, Cleveland, OH44115
Allen Howard (Sponsor), Department of History, VanDyck Hall, Rutgers University, New

Brunswick, NJ 08903
John Hutchison, African Studies Center, BostonUniversity. 270 Bay State Road,Boston, MA 02215

Reeeerchin Linguistic endCulturel Reform endEducetion in Meli: Theory end Prectice
JamesA. Jones (Sponsor), 506 Main Hall, West Chester, PA 19383
Kassim xone, Department of Anthropology, Brown 228, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA

02254-9110
Robert Launay (Sponsor). Department of Anthropology, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL

60201
Adria LaViolette, Carter G.WoodsonInstitute, University of Virginia, 1512 Jefferson Park Avenue,

Charlottesville, PA 22903
Melisse Leech, Institute of DevelopmentStudies, University of Sussex, Brighton BN1 9RC, Englend
NehemiaLevtzion, Institute of Asian andAfrican Studies, TheHebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel
Barbara Lewis (Sponsor ),252 Lincoln Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904
Francois Manchuelle, History Department, Bowdoin University
Roderick J. and SusanKeechMcintosh (Sponsors), Department of Anthropology, Rice University,

P.O.Box 1892, Houston,TX 77251
Kate Modic, Folklore/Musicology, 417 N. IndianaAvenue, Bloomington, IN 47408
William P. Murphy, Department of Anthropology, Northwestern University. Evanston. IL 6020 I
DieneWhite Oyler (Sponsor), 2225 Mengrove Lene, GreenCoveSprings, FL 32043
lamin Sanneh,Yale University, The Divinity School, 409 Prospect Street, NewHaven.CT06511
Julianne E.Short, Department of Anthropology, stuoent Building 130, Indiana University,

Bloomington, IN 47405
RaymondA. Si lverman, Department of Art. KresgeArt Center, Michigan State University, East

Lensinq, MI 48824
GordonC. Thomasson,280 AcademyDrive, Vestal, NY 13850 (Address change)
Cerol Thompson,The Museumfor African Art, 593 Broadway. NewYork, NY 10012
Jeanne M. Toungare (Sponsor), History Depertment, University of Virginie, Charlottesvi1le, VA

22903
Karim Ireore, urnversttet Bayreuth, Afrikanistik I, Postfach 101251.95440 Bayreuth, eerrnanv
Jim Webb, Department of History, Colby College, Watersville, ME 04901
DonaldR. Wright, Department of History, P.O.Box 2000, SUNY-Cortland, Cortland, NY 13045

Joining MANSA and Renewing Membership

Regular and Institutional memberShip $10, Students $5. Sponsoring membership $25
Mekecheck out to MANSAend (if you ore joining) sendwith your institutionol offi liotion end 0 brief
description of your research topics to: David C.Conred, P.O.Box 72, Stinson Beach,CA94970
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