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The Trashing of Africa
In l1ayJ 19S5 the tiny port of KokoI Ii~ria ft$ the l,mwillinq recipient of about
4,000 tons of industrial and nuclear waste forwarded by Italian expatriate
l3ianfranco Raffaelli, a twenty-year re$ident of Ii~ria. His construction firm,
looking for a lucrative business venture J applied to the Pharmacist Board of
Ni~ria to import nine "non-explosive J non-radioactive and non-self combusting"
industrial chemicals. What he brought into the country was toxic 'llaste I including
methyl melamineI dimethyl formaldehyde I ethylacetate forMaldehydeJ polyurethanes I

and about 150 tons of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)J one of the world's most
toxic industrial fiSteS.

Whenthe scheme 'liaSmadepublic J t1r. Rafaelli fled the country I 15 alleged
accomplices 91ere arrested J and the chief spokeSlMnfor President Ibrahim
Babangida threatened execution by firing squad for anyone found guilty of
importing toxic fiste for profit.

Dumpingwaste in Africa and other developing and cas~starved nations is
emerging as the disposal method of choice for developed countries neck-deep in
toxic and radio-active wastes. In tlay I 1988 I 15 I 000 tons of Philadelphia
incinerator ash 91ere dlJlllpedon the &uinean Island of Kassa. Benin recently
con.firllled two Shipments of nuclear waste from France I and a half-dozen other
African dUIIIpinqagreements are being negotiated.

Saddled with debt I developing nations are naturally tempted by waste deals to
bring in much-neededcurrency and often are not told about hazards to agriculture
and humanhealth. Profits frOMconverting a piece of real estate into an
international dumpsite can total several times a nation's annual export earnings.
{ElsewhereI Green.peace reports that the goverDMentof Benin concluded a $12.5-
million-a-year agreement last year with a European firM to bury toxic AMerioan
aM European wastes in Benin. ] At the same time I such arrangements are a windfall
for the fiste dealers and the industrialized countries $queezed by rapidly
mounting disposal costs. What might cost betwen two and ten dollars a ton to
dUMpin Afrioa can CO$t $160-$1,000 a ton at bome--even more for extremely
hazardous chemicals like PCBs.
."Exploiting poverty in the developing world to di$po$E'of poi$onous fi$te Ls an
international crime,"~ys Greenpeace activist Jim Vallette. "Homonetary sum can
off$et the inevitable damage to humanhealth and the environment."
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Says Sundaylana, owner of the COMpoundholding ligeria' s ne•.ly acquired n.st.9
pile, "The odor comesto the compound.It is everywhere. But to be sincere, it
ha~ not worri~ Myhealth. I e-ve-nnlk into t~ plaoe- rith bar~ f~t. t1yohildr~n
do the same." (A. mapaccompanyingthe article shows that count.raes nowholding
toxio wastes in dllmpsites from the deve-lopedworld or planning to do so in the
flJ.t.ureare tlorocco, senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea Conakry, Benin, Nigeria,
Equatorial Guinea, I~bon, Zimbabwe,and South iUl-io.a.)
&>printM fJ"OMSn:>enOO~""ena. 13/ lb. 5/ 1988/· #1.p ~:n.roJ1N:l.tion
J1:'.fI:!'J1:'~~@/ 7nt@J-mtioml l'r~J@ in 1'o:r.i~I&st-'i's: l'vl.z~:,rr.~M D:J.t~Aml.rrsis,. -
Jj/~npe.-l~~/ ,.lUIlli'1988.
The ..Treat y to Curb Toxio Waste Export" reoently coned,uded in Base , Sri tzer land
by 105 nations, while a step in the right direction, is far !rom a solution. to
this appdling situation. "It is a good departure point" said a negotiator from
the Ivory Coast. ..At least it fills the void." tlostafa K. Tolba, executive
dire-otor of UI EnviroIlME'ntPrograMS.,the United Nations oouncil that broke-re-dthe
treaty, admits that "Our agreement has not halted the commercein poison." The
key feature of the pact is a requireMent for the goverI'rlll6ontof an exporting
country to obtain a permit from the government of any country to which dangerous
re-~idue i~ to b~ shipped. This i~ desi~ to giv~ gov~r~nt~ tiMe to halt
lmnnted shipments and to prevent illegal transfers arranged by unscrupulous
bllsinesSMenand corrupt officials. Gr~enpeacesharply criticized refusal by the
United States and other industrial countraes to accept an outright ban on waste
exports. The United States was partic11larly eager to retain the ability to Make
bilateral agreements for waste exports outside the terms of the treaty.
I]wt~t.z·ons and ot~J- .z·n.roJ~tion @.~J])tM frOM 1'~ Int@J-mt.z·oml /iilnlJ l'rilJUDIi'
S.i¥PJJe' / ~rcfl ~:3/ 19b""J.

DABSA 1989 ASA Panels update
!'be d~ dlMdl.z·l1I!Iror ~~.trpersvns ~-ulJM.ittinq PJ"iJpos:Jls2.Sdp17:1 15, but once the
panel has ~n scheduled with the ASA,it is possible- to join it afte-r the
deadline. Contact the appropriate chairperson as soon as possible.
Owingto the burden of other work projeots, t1arie Perinbam has rithdrawn frOM
chairing -Precolon.l DaJade VrbaB Deyelo,.eBt -. tlore papers are needed for
the folloring panels:
-Clltwral FusioB •••. Dateri.l 'l'r.DSfor •• tioB iB Da"'e Societ:r- Chair,
Raohel Hoffman.Panelist, Kalilou Tera.
-sip iB tM !Ia"'e hrl": Gro,.. Co:asciousaess ••• IJUliyi4l.••1 I4leBtit:r-
Chair, Barbara Frank. Paneli~t, Barbara HoffMan.
-Dee, S•• li •• Jl:i.stor:r- Cbair, DaYidConrad. Panelists Till Geysbeekand
t1artin Ford.
Additional Proposals:
"tfodern Literatl-'re and tfusic in the l'fandeWorld· - Contact Clwick 11_CJWri.f
Ieit., Department of Languagesand Literatures, Carleton. College, One North
Coll~ Street, Iorthfie-ld, tfinnesota SS05?

Concernant Ie prochain meeting du HAISA,je vous proposerais lID theMeportant
sur la Utterature poUtique, a. savoir lIytbes dynastiques, epopees i chroniques,
et La strllOture du pouvoir lIande.

Pourraient participer a. Ce panel des chercbeurs COIIIIIIe Youssouf Cisse (cns
Paris), Jean Derive (professeur a l'Universit.e de Haute Savoie, ChaMbery,Fac de
lettres), Bassirou Dieng (professeur a Fac de lettres de Dakar) et Sekene tfodi
Cissoko (professeur d'histA)ire et vice recteur de l'Universit.e de Libreville,
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Gabon) - To1JSspE.cia1is;:t~sdu mond~I!\4nd~au s;:~I'I:SPh.r~: sonink~, diouh., wo10!,
et malinke.
Li11a. Xeste1oot, U'AJ, Univ~rsite Cbeikh Anta Diop d~ Dakar, B.P. 206, Dakar,
senega1. (Ed.Note: It was not quite clear if Professor Keste100t Meant this for
1989 ASA,or for the Pl-OPOS~triannua1 international tfANSAmeetinq.)

The editor ..!'valJ h> qz~t~fal .if pinel cm.ir~l"Son:; If'ValJ lJrinq hiM up to J:lt~ on
derelopeent«.

Uore on Proposed International nAISA Ueetinq
On the q1Jestion of organizing larger rfAHSAmeetings to be held possibly as often
as ev~ry thr~e YEoarsmentioned in lfEowsletter 17:
.Je sui.s tres he1JIeux, a la reception de l1AlfSANewsletter, de constater q1JeMineA.
Deluz a transmis La demandeq1Jeje Iui avais faite d' une reumon elargie, t01JS
les 3 ans , cela afin que les chercheurs europeens (et peut etre aussi d 'Afrique)
puiss;:~nt d~ t~MPa autr~ assister ~ ces;:rencontres et ainsi prendre ou conserver
Ie contact avec les aut res MmandinquisantsM.II nous est impossible de trouver Ie -
financeMent pour un voyage annuel aus Et..ats Unis, COMe vous pouvez aise.ent I~
compreDdre.

Une reunion trisannuelle permettons sans doute de developper un groupe de
travail MLinguistiqueM, ou discuter et faire Ie point, et Ce sera une exoellente
chose. . . .. Dernier chose: il est essentiel pour nD1JS,Europeens, que les dates
des reunions annuelles soient connus Ie plus lonqtemps possible a l'avance.
Gerar4 Dwaestre, Institut national des lanques et civilisations orientales,
Paris

Uore on Inviting a Bard to a Ueetinq
L' idee d' inn ter un griot Mesemble (c ' est bien sUr un avis personneI!) peu

interessante. Si tfANSAest une associ ation scientifique, restons dans cette
voie. .. et si il 'J a de L'argent (cas qui di t griot ... dit argent L aieux vaut
Ie mettre dans autre chose, par ex. un billet d' avion pour un et udiante, ou une
publication, etc. &erar •. Dwaestre. IInCO 6 Paris

Si j'avais la chance d'etre invite a la rencontre ASAde Atlanta, je
proposerais d'inviter en me.e temps H. Sidiki Yayo, M1JSiciende la gora. H. Yayo
est probablement L'un des pIus, sioon Ie plus experiente dans L'enseignement et
la pratique de la leora traditionelle est son intervention pourrait appu'Jer et i
illustrer la conference que je pourrais donner . II pourrait aussa ani mer bien
d'autr~ oirooI'I:SPtaDOeS.

£1mertargit Smith pourrait accOMpagnern. Ya'Joa la Kora et contribuer, par sa
formation musicale et sa longue experience, a faire Mieux connaitre la kora et
ses liens avec la culture maDding. Si pour des contraintes financieres tfAlI'SADe
pouvait pas pr~ndr~ en char~ la participation de Sidiki Yayo, je t~ seraiS>
reconnaissant de chercher pour nous ou de nons suggerer un eventuel sponsor pour
un groupe lIIandinqfor.e de t1meSmith, H. Yayoet de MOi-~ COIHIeCOMIIIentateur,
et eventuelleraent deux autres Musiciens pour Ie bala et la danse.

Eal.i1qll '!'era, lLA, Universite Nationale de COt~d' Ivoire

DaDde Scholars in Denaark
t1AlI'SAextends a special welCOMeto two neW'MeMbers,lfette BH~ar4 and BeDrit
OYerklle, Ph.D. candidates in the Department of Ethnography-and Social
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AnthropolO9Y}University of Aarhus} Denmark.They are also affiliated with an
independent research irlStitution called Third World Information} which undertakes
Qnthropolo¢oQl r~.~Qroh} iniorlllQtiorl} uld oon:a;:ultQnoy.BoU9Qardand Ov~rbQll~
have spent a total of four years on field re-search in West Africa} mainly
&ui.nea-Bissau}and have recently completed nine months in the Gambiaand
~ll.nea-Bissal1 910rkinqwith tIandinka and Fula societie-s. Bekgaard's doctoral
project is ..Sex and Gender as Perceived by Urban tfandi~ Women}"and Overballe
is 910rkinqon "History and Oral Tradition in West Africa."

A Bev Publication Series fro. Iorthvestern university
The PrograMof African Studies and the Borthwestern University Press will publish
a new series under the general title "Islam and Society in Africa." The focus
will be on African societies that have been influenced to a greater or lesser
extent by t~ cultur~ of I.laM - broadly defiDQd. This is not to ~ an "Islamio
Studies" series in the narrow sense of the study of religious pheI'lOlllena;rather
they seek to publish studies on broader social} historical} political} literary}
artistic and other themes set within the context of nusliM or partially nusliM
societies. While the Main focus rill * on sub-Saharan Africa} they rill also
include some titles which deal with Borth Africa or which offer a comparative
perspecti ve.
General Editors: John Hunwick(Department of History) Borthwestern) I and Robert
Launay (Department of Anthropology, Northwestern). Editorial Board: Carl Petry
(Department of History, II'orthwestern), Ivor Wilks (Department of History,
Northwestern), Ralph Austen (Department of History, University of Chicago), Lamin
Sanneh (Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University).

>

Editorbl Advisory Committee: Jarail AbunBasr, ri:>hamedOMerBeshir, Rene
Bravmann.)Louis Brenner I Abdullah Bujra, Allan Christelow, Lansine Kaba) Lidrien
Kapteijns I l1urray Last, lIebemiaLevtzion, David Robinson) Enid Schildkrout) Jay
Spaulding} Charles S~t, J~Louis Triaud.

tfanuscripts for consideration for the series Maybe sent to either of the General
Editors at the Program of African Studies, Northwestern University, 620 Library
Place, Evanston, IL 60208. The General Editors rill also be glad to hear from
scholars whose work is in progress or wbobave suggestions for possible titles
for the series.

DaDd~LiDquistics Workshop
Je vous signale Ie tenue de journee d'etudes 11nguist1ques MaDdea Paris les II,
12 et 13 Sept. prochain, a l'IJW.CO: Pas d9 t~ particulier) Mai linquistique
seuIement (ni etbno-linguistique) ni textes ... ). Pour renseigneMent, IDe

contacter. &aorar41Dwa.stre} Institut national d~ laDg'\Ws~t oivilisatioD.»
orientales) 2 rue de Lille, 75007 Paris

Returned Ievsletters
Three copies of t1AISANewsletter 17 wrereturned with notices that the person
had MOvedwith no fornrdir.q address. Re9Sletter 19 rill of course not be sent to
these addresses. The editor would be grateful if someonewould send these
pEOple's current addresses to tlAISA:
Barbara &. Hoffman) 100 E. Miller Dr.} Bloomington) 1147401
tfoussa Konate} 2408 Leon St.} Austin} '1'X ?9705
Richard Sigwalt) 1613 Harvard St. N.'., Washington, D.C. 20009
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nABSA Deabership List
Christopher tliller has asked about possible publioation of the ,~plete
membershiplist. W"e agree that it is time to do this, and will schedule it for
Nel'Sletter #9.

Bew and Renewed nAISA Deabersl

Research Specializations ~ Address Changes
Mette ~gaardJ Tredje Verden Information, Skt. Harcus Kirkeplads 24, DK-8000

~s C, DeI\llluk
Gambiaand Gmn.ea-Bissau; Handinka, Fula.

s.n.A.. Bedaux, Koningslaan 35, 3583 6R-Utrecht, The NetherlaMs
National t1useUIIIof Ethnology; Iron Aqe and Ethno-arohaeology of t1ali.

Gassian Brac.onnier (Sponsor), ILA-Universit~, 08 BP SS7, Abidjan 08, Co~
d'Ivoire

~partMeMent de LinquistiqlJe; analyse et desoription linquistiq1Je du diow.a
d 'Odienne: pbonologie, lexiqlJe, syntaxe.

Youssouf Tata Cisse, 2Z3 BId. Pereire, 75017 Paris, France
Cheroheur au ens: ethnog.raphie et histoire du dOMainet1aMinque.

Riohard A. Corby, Social SoieIlC@,University of Arkansas, tfiOntic@llo,Arkansas
71655

Dev@lopmentof IslaM in Liberia.

Sow.eymaneDiarra, I.&.T., U.I.C.I. 08 BP 863, Abidjan 08, Cote d'Ivoire
oeographie-demographie, s'intEoresse a la "mobilite spaciale", circulation des

riohesses et expansion urbaine en Afriq1Je Occid@ntal@avant @t apres La
period@ coloniale.

HaMadouDiann, Frobenius Institut, Johann WOlfgangGoethe Universitat,
Liebigstrasse 41, D-6000Frankfurt 1, 'est GerMany

G9rard Dumestr@,Institut lfational des LaIlq1Jes@t Civilisations Ori@ntales, 2,
rue de Lille, 75007 Paris, France

Risa Ellovich, Department of Sociology aM Anthropology, lIrorth Carolina. State
University, Raleigh, I.C. 27695

tlartin Ford, 3453 Bruton Parish 'lay, Silver Spring, rm 20904

TiMGeysbeek, 321 tlanzana Ct. IC, 'faller, tfi 49504

John'illiaM Johnson, Folklore Institute, 504 I. Fess St., Indiana. University,
Bloomington, II 47401

Folklore Institute, 11andee~io, SOMalipoetry.

Cheiok t1. Cheri! Keit.,a, Department of RomaIlC@Languages and Literatures, Carleton
College, Iorthfield, tti.nnesota 55057

tlandenka oral traditions and modern t1alian literature.
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Lilyan Kesti'loot, IFAN-Univi'rsite di' DQkar, II.P. 206, DQkar, senegal
neparteroent de litteratures et civilizations arracarnes ; recbercbes sur epopee

bo.lilbo.rQ(trQ1:l$Poription Qt trQduotion) j rQOhQrohQs SW" liIyt~ d 'origiNi\ dQS
dynasties (So1JI\l1iata, Gabo1l, segoU) et leurs implications ideologiqu.es
(conceptd.ons du pouvoar , du chef, de la societe).

Dolores II. i{oenig, Department of Anthropology, The American Universi t y
Washington, D.C. 20016

Frederick Lamp, The Baltimore tfuseu1I'Iof Art, Art rtuse1JlftDrive, Baltimore, t1D
21219

Art History of Baga/Temne.

Adria LaViolette, Archaeology Unit, University of Dar es Salaam, P.O. Box 35050,
~r es Salaam, Tanzania

Craft production and complex society; Swahili craft specialization and social
organiza tion.

ChristophQr L. tfiller (Sponsor), Depar~nt of French, Yale University, Box 25041.
Yale Station, HewHaven CT 06520

Francophone African literatures and literature of the Hande in French.

A. Endre Iyerges, 6605 NW32nd se., Gainseville, FL 32606
Center for African Studies, Department of Anthropology, University of Florida.
Ph.D. thesis, University of Pennsylvania, 1995, ·Swidden Agriculture and the

Savannization of Forests in Sierra Leone".
Recent publica tion: ..Seasonal Constn.ints in the &\linea SaYaIII'IQ:Susu Eoology in

Sierra Leone, N t.aSt~Jourm.l (Special Issue: NCopingwith Seasonality").

ThomasO'Toole, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, St .. Cloud State
University, St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301

Guinea: nineteenth-cent ury trade patterns from Guinea to tbe Atlantic coast.

Henrik Overballe, Tredje Verden Information, Skt. Harcus Kirkeplads 24, DK-8000
~S C, DenMark

GaMbiaand Guinea Bissau; tIandinka, Ful.a.

The Robert Goldwater Library I The t1etropolitan tfuselJll of Art, NewYorkI BY10028

David P. Rawson (Sponsor), 14 Bank Street, Princeton I If.J . I 08540
Traditional religion and political systeMS of Rwanda« Burundi; civil service in

Senegal.

JoiDipg IIaDSaaJUlJle.eripg IIe.Jtership:

Regular membership: U.S.$5; Sponsoring MeMbership$25; Insitutional $10.
Hake check out to HAlSAand mail with description of your research topics to:
David C. Conrad (To pay in French francs send to): Robert Launay
SUIY-Buffalo/ITH Department of Anthropology
No.5, Jalan SS17JA Northwestern University
47500 Subang Jaya, Selangor Evanston, IL 60201
tlalaysia U.S.A.
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