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To; North Amerlcao Members Coocerolog a Vlslt to the

Uo1ted States by Our Members 10 the Sovlet Uoloo

Two new memhers of MANSA,Konstantin P07.dnakoyof the Institute of EthnolfXJY,Academyof
Sciences, andValentin Vydrine of Lentnered University have expressed interest in attending the ASA
meeting in Baltimore. Their institutions will pay for their transportation to the United States. What
they needfrom MANSAis help in lining up an itinerary of academicengagementsat various
universities that would cover their travel and accommodationexpenseswhl1e in the U.S.A.

Professors PozdnakovandVidrine both specialize in Man£);linguistics. In addition to the titles of
their proposedAS/\.papers, they list eighteen other topics (nine cecn) on which they are prepared to
speak. Beyondthe wide variety of Mandetopics offered, the list ranges into other areas including
"Structural Analysis or the Easter Island Scripl" and "African linguistiL'S and Ethnohistoric Studies
in the Leningrad University". For the complete list, see below p. 3.

The tjme to act on this is now. Please 00 not wait until fall term, becausethe itinerary must be set
up many months in advanceso Pozdn§kovand Vrdrine can make their trevel arrangements. If your
department or university has the interest and the meansto host our colleaguesfrom Leningrad,
write or telephone B. Marie Pertnbem, Department of History, University of Maryland, College
Park, MD 20742 (Home): 4601 North Park Avenue.Apt. 321, Chevy Chase,MD 20815

MANSA Address Change

The present MANSAaddressapplies until July, 1990. Beginning September 1st, the address will be
David C.Conrad, History Department, SUNY-Osw99J, Osw99J,NY 1j 126, U.S.A.If you wish to
contact MANSAduring the month of August, the address is P.O.Box 72, Stinson Beach, CA94970,
U.S.A. Last safe date for posting mail to the Maleysia address:July 1.
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Notice to Libraries and Other Institutional Members

In response to several reouests. a limited number of formerly out-of-pr int beck issues of the
MANSANewsletter have been reprinted in order to make it possible for institutional subscribers to
complete their collections by acquiring missing numbers beginning with issue # 1, at a cost of
U.S.$2.S0 per issue. (Institutional subscription rates remain at $10.00 per veer.) Sendorders to:
DavidC.Conrad SUNY-Buffalo/ITM No.5,JalanSS17/1A SubangJBYa,SeI~r MalBYsia

Mansa Panels. A5A 1990

ETHNO-L1NGUISTICSIN THEMANDEWORLD
Chair: Invitation issued, but openat press-ttrne.
Papers: Konstenttn POldnakov, Academyof Sciences, l.entnqred, "Perspectives of Comperative
Studies on the MandeandWesl-Atlantic Groups"

Valentin Vydrine, Leningrad University, 'Treces of Nominal Classification in the Mande
Languages"
t:lQN: This panel has beenapproved in advanceby the ASA.Interested participants contact Marie
Perinbam or Willie Lernouse-Smith, Chairman of the Program Committee.

THEMANDEPRESENCEIN LIBERIA
Chair: Martin Ford, State University of New York at Binghamton
Papers: Warren d'A2evedo,University of Nevada-Reno, "The farly Nineteenth C'..enturySettler
Impression of the MernJinl}} in Liberia"

Tim Geysbeek,Michigan State University, "Vasi Kamara's History of Southern Guineac.
1300 - c. 1550"

Martin ford, State University of New York at Uinghamton, "The Absenceof Caste in A Mande
Diaspora Population: The Caseof Liberia's Mandinl})"

ISLAM IN THEMANDEWORLD
Chair: l.ensine Kaha, University of Illinois at Chicago
Papers: B. Marie Perinbam, The University of Maryland, "lslemized Minorities in the Bemeko tuft.
and MandeHinterland c. 1800 to c. 1890"

Robert Launay, Northwestern University, "'1he Politics of Apolitical Islam: A Vindication of
MamaoouSoumare"

Adria LaViolette, Rice University, "The Jenne btJl'i: Islamic and nYBl7l6'KB/B Synthesis in
Artisan Organization"

David Skinner and Matthew Stevens, santo elora umversnv, "FadeIbr1mo Turoy: Spirituol
and Militant ji!J8d and Resistance to Colenialiism"

EARLY SAHELIANHISTORY
Chair: David C.Conrad, State University of NewYorl<at Oswel})
Papers: James Webb, Jr., Colby College, "Mauritanian Migrations: The Evolution of the
Southwestern Desert Frontier, 1500-1700"

E.Ann McDougall, The University of Alberta, 'lands of GoldUnearthed: New Considerations
on Eorly Sahc1ianPoliticol tconcmv: CosoStudy Ancient Ghona"

Mamarou Diawara, Frobenius-Instttut, "I.es Sources Orales de l'Hlstoire Soninke:
l'Exemple des geS-l./rl./ du Roveumetie Jaare du XVeau Milieu du XIXeSiecle"

Kathryn L. Green, The University of Wisconsin, "The Meeting of Two World Views: Jula and
SenufoCompared"
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Konstantine Pozdnakov.AcOOemyof Sciences. Leningrad

1. "Results of Comparative Studies of the West-Atlantic Langu~ Branch of Niger-Conlp"
2. "ThePerspectives of the MandeLanguagesEtvmcloqtcel Dictionary"
3. "Approach to NewQuant1tative netnoos of the Comparative Studies"
4. "Elements of the Structural Comparative Studies in African Linguistics"
5. "Interpretation of the ConsonantAlternation in the West-Atlantic amI MandeLanyutJJeS"
6. "Results of Structural Comparative Studies of the Mel Langu~"
1. "An Attempt at the lvpoloqical Classification of Vowel Systems"
8. "African linguistics in the USSR"
9. "Structural Analysis of the Easter Island Script"

Valentin Vydrine. Leningrad University

1. "Comparative Studies of the Southwestern MandeLanguages"
2. "Perspectives of the Historical Phonology of the MandeLangu~"
;$. "Manding Lexi~raphy Today"
4. "MandeandSoutheastern Asia Languages:Syllabic Structures"
5. "Ethnohistory in Oral Tradition: the Sunjata Epic ease"
6. "Various Script Systems of the Manding LanguagesSpeaKers"
7. "African Linguistics and Ethnohistoric Studies in the Leningrad University"
8. "Prohlems of the Internal Phonological Reconstruction: the BamanaBeleduguease"
9. "SomeProblems of BamanaSyntax and Morphol(1JY"

Reading Bank

It hasoccurred to me that MANSAmembers could serve eeenother better by insitutionalizing a more
or less"Readers' Pr~ram ," or somesuch thing (the name is unimportant at this st~), where
members' manuscripts would be informally reviewed -- given the areas of expertise -- before
submitting them to a journal or a press. Pr~am Rcooers a number asyet undetermined and
douhtless changing perhaps on a quarterly, semester, six monthly, or yearly basis -- would also, if
they wish, serve as referees for jobs andgrant applications, as well as promotions, etc. People
involved in on-Iping research are usually in needof the latter, anddrawing on a personal network of
friends may not always be convenient. Readerswho agree to review a manuscript could be askedto
render their suggestions within a time agreedupon in advance.To be a Reader in somesuch "Readers'
Pr~ram" would of course have to be absolutely voluntary, and the decision to read or not to read any
particular manuscript would rest entirely with the Re&i!r. The namesandaijresses of Re&i!rs
could be published on a quarterly, six monthly or yearly basis in the MANSAnewsletter.

B. Marie Perinham

New and Renewed ttansa Members,
Research Specializations & Address Changes

R~ier M. A. Beclaux,Koningslaan 35, 3583 GHUtrecht, The Netherlands
Curator, Department of SubsaharanAfrica, National Museum of Ethnology, Lcioon. Research topics:
West African Iron ~, ethno-archaeolDgy', material culture.
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GeorgeE.Brooks, History Department, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405

Hoover Institute, Stanford umversitv

selceneMOOyCissolco,Universite O. Bongo, B.P. 13936, Libreville, Gabon

Barbara G.Hoffman, 3209 East lOth Street, No. 16G,Bloomington, IN 47408, U.S.A.

t.enstne Kaba(Double Sponsor), Bl~ Studies Prcgram, The University of Illinois at Chicago, Box
4348, Chicago, IL 60680

Konstentin Pozdnvekov, URSS,Leningrad, Universitetskaye neb. 3, Institut de l'Ethnologiede
l'Academie desSciences

Matt Schaffer (Sponsor), P.O.Box 101 , Sagle, ID 83860

Bakary Sidibe, Conservator, Oral History Division, Vice President's Office, Banjul, The Gambia

David Slcinner. Department of History, Santa Clara umvesttv, Santa Clara, CA950G3

Menno P. SyplcensSmit, S.K.O.P., Postbus 87,8050 AB Hattem, The Netherlands

Ismaila SamhaTreore, Institut desSciences Humaines, B.P. 159, Bamako, Mali

Valentin Vydrine, URSS, Leningrad, Universitetsicaya nab. II, vostocnyj fakultet (home lXtfress
printed in issue # 11 )

JoInIng MANSA and RenewIng MembershIp:

Reyular membership $5, Sponsoring membership $25, Institutional $10. Meke out check to
MANSAand (if you are joining) send with your institutional affiliation and a brief description of
your research topics to:

David C.Conrad
SUNY-Buffalo/lTM
No.5, Jolon SS17I lA
47500 Suhang,Jaya, Salanry>r
Malaysia

After July I, 1990: David C. Conrad
History Department
SUNY·..QswcqJ
0swegJ, NY 13126
U.S.A.

., 0 pay in French francs make check out to Robert Launay and send to:

Robert Launay
Department of Anthropolcx;ry
Northwestern University
Fvanston, 'L 6020 I
U.S.A.
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